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TO  STRENGTHEN  INTERNATIONAL  UNITY 
OF  COMMUNISTS 

The  historical  path  traversed  by  the  world  communist 
ing  class  movement  has  convincingly  shown  that  not  a  single  class, 
not  a  single  social  system,  has  been  such  a  source  of  strength  as 
Marxism-Leninism  has  been  for  the  proletariat  and  the  socialist  sys¬ 
tem.  This  also  applies  to  the  Marxist-Leninist  principle  of  proletarian 
internationalism  which  strengthens  the  unity  and  cohesion  of  the 
Communists,  workers  and  the  masses  in  the  struggle  against  capital¬ 
ist  domination  and  arbitrary  rule,  for  the  social  and  national  eman¬ 
cipation  of  the  peoples. 

The  international  unity  of  the  Communists,  the  revolutionaries  of 
the  world,  vividly  manifested  itself  in  the  unforgettable  event  of  our 
age — the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution. 
The  enthusiasm  with  which  this  jubilee  was  celebrated  in  all  corners 
of  the  planet  has  shown  that  the  Great  October  Revolution  is  the 
cause  of  the  peoples  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  convincing  proof  that 
internationalism  has  become  a  vital  element  of  genuine  revolutiona¬ 
ries. 

The  arrival  of  Party  and  Government  delegations  of  socialist 
states  and  other  friendly  countries,  delegations  of  Communist  and 
revolutionary-democratic  Parties,  as  well  as  a  number  of  socialist 
parties  from  the  overwhelming  majority  of  countries  who  came  to 
Moscow  for  the  jubilee  celebrations  acquired  profound  political 
meaning.  A  new  step  was  taken  in  the  way  of  strengthening  the  in¬ 
ternational  unity  and  mutual  understanding  of  the  fighters  for  peace, 
democracy  and  national  liberation,  for  socialism  and  communism. 

This  event  acquires  special  significance  today  when  Marxist- 
Leninists  are  observing  the  anniversary  of  the  1957  and  1960 
Moscow  Meetings  of  the  fraternal  Parties. 

Ten  years  have  passed  since  the  participants  in  the  1957  Moscow 
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Meeting  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  stated  in  the  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  Declaration  their  firm  confidence  that,  by  rallying* 
their  ranks  and  thereby  rallying  the  working  class  and  the  peoples 
of  all  countries,  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  would  undoub¬ 
tedly  surmount  all  obstacles  in  their  onward  movement  and  hasten 
big  victories  for  the  cause  of  peace,  democracy  and  socialism,  on 
a  world  scale. 

The  past  years  have  confirmed  that  this  time,  too,  historic  truth 
is  on  the  side  of  the  Communists.  Developments  show  the  correctness 
and  timeliness  of  the  conclusions  of  international  Marxist-Leninist 
thought  on  the  basic  problems  of  our  day. 

The  events  of  the  past  decade  have  revealed  the  tremendous  pos¬ 
sibilities  the  working  class,  its  communist  vanguard  and  all  revolu¬ 
tionary  forces  of  our  day  now  have  for  influencing  world  develop¬ 
ment  if  they  firmly  and  consistently  defend  the  cause  of  peace,  de¬ 
mocracy,  national  independence  and  socialism.  The  growing  might 
of  the  world  socialist  system,  the  development  of  national-liberation 
revolutions  and  the  new  important  positions  secured  by  the  working 
class  of  the  capitalist  countries  in  the  struggle  against  imperialist 
reaction — these  are  the  main  features  of  world  development  in  the 
past  years. 

The  socialist  community  has  been  infused  with  new,  vital  forces, 
the  chief  gain  of  the  international  working  class.  The  world  socialist 
system  has  consolidated  and  multiplied  its  achievements.  The  day-by- 
day  painstaking  work  of  the  peoples  of  the  socialist  countries  has 
imbued  the  ideas  of  scientific  socialism  and  theoretical  principles  on 
ways  of  building  socialism  and  its  transition  to  communism  with  new 
content.  The  joint  creative  efforts  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties  have  enabled  peoples  of  the  socialist  countries  to  make  a 
fresh,  outstanding  contribution  to  the  development  of  world  social¬ 
ism. 

In  the  past  decade  when  international  imperialism,  headed  by 
United  States  ruling  circles,  repeatedly  created  dangerous  situations 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  the  community  of  socialist  states  have, 
by  their  vigorous  and  energetic  steps,  frequently  paralyzed  these  ag¬ 
gressive  actions,  thus  confirming  again  that  world  socialism  is  a  bul¬ 
wark  in  the  peoples’  struggle  against  imperialism  and  colonialism. 

The  basic  revolutionary  processes  of  modern  times,  the  hopes  and 
aspirations  of  millions  of  people  are  connected  with  the  development 
of  the  world  socialist  system.  The  socialist  community  is  the  lodestar 
of  working  mankind,  the  indestructible  bastion  of  peace  and  pro¬ 
gress  of  all  peoples  of  the  world. 

It  is  natural  that  Marxist-Leninists  consider  the  all-out  streng¬ 
thening  of  the  political,  economic,  military,  scientific  and  technical 
might  of  the  socialist  community  their  internationalist  duty.  Com¬ 
munists  of  the  socialist  countries  deem  it  their  prime  duty  to  ascer¬ 
tain  and  make  the  best  use  of  the  potentialities  inherent  in  the  so¬ 
cialist  system.  They  justly  believe  that  the  way  to  resolve  this  pro- 
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blem  is  first  and  foremost,  by  developing-  broad  all-round  cooperation 
and  fraternal  mutual  assistance  of  the  socialist  countries.  The  Marx- 
ist-Leninist  internationalist  policy  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties,  instilling  in  working  people  the  spirit  of  internationalism  and 
patriotism,  the  irreconcilable  resolute  struggle  against  nationalism 
and  chauvinism — such  is  the  guarantee  of  our  new  successes. 

“The  main  source  of  the  strength  and  invincibility  of  each  social¬ 
ist  country  and  the  socialist  camp  in  general,”  the  1960  Statement 
stresses,  “lies  in  the  cohesion  and  unity  of  the  Communist  and  Wor¬ 
kers’  Parties,  of  the  peoples  of  the  socialist  countries,  in  their  adhe¬ 
rence  to  Marxist-Leninist  teaching.” 

Guided  by  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism,  the  Communist 
Parties  of  the  capitalist  countries  score  successes  in  extending  and 
strengthening  their  positions  in  the  working  class.  The  working  class 
plays  an  increasing  role  in  the  political  life  of  those  countries.  A 
characteristic  feature  of  the  modern  stage  of  the  class  struggle  in 
the  capitalist  world  is  the  vigour,  persistence  and  the  growing  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  working  people  in  the  struggle  for  their  vital  inte¬ 
rests.  Despite  all  difficulties,  the  working  class  movement  in  the  in¬ 
dustrially  developed  capitalist  countries  is  mustering  strength  for 
carrying  out  its  great  historic  mission — to  put  an  end  to  the  exploit¬ 
ing  system. 

Just  as  the  Communists  predicted,  the  disgraceful  system  of  co¬ 
lonial  slavery  is  on  the  point  of  collapse.  At  the  1960  Meeting  the 
Communists  hailed  the  emergence  of  about  40  new  sovereign  states. 
Now  there  are  more  than  70  of  them.  The  last  bastions  of  colonialism 
are  crumbling  under  the  blows  of  the  national-liberation  movement. 

Qualitatively  new  social  processes  are  under  way  in  the  newly 
free  countries.  A  number  of  young  national  states  have  embarked  on 
the  road  of  non-capitalist  development.  The  national-liberation  mo¬ 
vement  is  drawing  ever  closer  to  world  socialism,  to  the  working 
class  movement  in  the  capitalist  countries,  and  this  imparts  new 
strength  to  all  revolutionary  detachments.  The  ties  and  contacts 
between  the  Communist  and  revolutionary-democratic  parties  are 
becoming  an  important  factor  of  the  world  revolutionary  process. 

The  communist  movement  supplies  the  answers  to  the  main  pro¬ 
blems  of  today,  the  problem  of  war  and  peace  continuing  to  be  the 
most  urgent. 

The  invaluable  merit  of  the  Communists,  the  states  and  nations 
they  head,  of  all  peace-loving  forces,  is  that  they  bridle  the  imperial¬ 
ist  fanatics  who  would  set  off  a  world  thermonuclear  war.  More  than 
any  other  political  party,  the  Communists  are  aware  of  their  inter¬ 
national  responsibility  for  the  present  and  future  of  the  peoples,  for 
developing  new  relations  between  states,  corresponding  to  the  needs 
of  our  epoch. 

The  keen  awareness  of  Communists  of  their  internationalist  duty 
was  vividly  manifested  at  the  Karlovy  Vary  Conference  of  European 
Communist  Parties  in  April  1967.  The  Communists  called  upon  all 
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people  of  goodwill,  irrespective  of  political  convictions  and  party 
affiliations,  nationality  and  religion,  to  exert  every  effort  for  peace, 
the  common  aim  of  all  peoples.  “Having  overcome,  our  differences,” 
the  Conference  Statement  says,  “we  shall  be  able  to  build  a  mighty 
force  capable  of  triumphing  over  war  and  scepticism  in  the  morrow, 
of  paving  the  way  to  a  lasting  peace  and  peoples’  well-being.” 

The  efforts  of  the  socialist  states,  the  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties  and  all  forces  working  to  ensure  peace  and  security  in  Europe 
are  bearing  fruit.  The  movement  for  peace  on  our  continent  is  gain¬ 
ing  momentum,  and  the  aggressive  NATO  bloc  is  showing 
increasing  signs  of  cracking  up.  Resistance  to  the  policy  of  American 
imperialism  and  West  German  revanchism  is  among  the  broad  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  European  peoples,  and  the  desire  for  broader  cooperation 
and  ties  among  countries  with  different  social  systems  is  mounting. 

US  imperialist  invasion  of  Vietnam  raised  with  renewed  force 
the  question  of  the  internationalist  duty  of  the  Communists,  of  all 
fighters  against  imperialism.  From  the  first  day  of  this  criminal  bri¬ 
gandage  Marxist-Leninists  took  a  clear-cut  internationalist  position  of 
rendering  every  assistance  and  support  for  the  righteous  cause  of  the 
Vietnamese  people.  The  aggressor  must  not  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  that  this  aid  will  continue  until  American  imperialists  stop 
their  disgraceful  venture  and  get  out  of  Vietnam.  The  heroic  people 
of  Vietnam  draw  from  this  fraternal  support  fresh  forces  for  bring¬ 
ing  their  sacred  struggle  to  a  victorious  conclusion. 

Thus,  events  of  recent  years  have  vividly  confirmed  that,  though 
imperialism  repeatedly  tried  to  counterattack  here  and  there,  it  pro¬ 
ved  powerless  to  change  the  main  trend  of  our  age.  Socialism,  the 
international  working  class  and  national-liberation  movements  con¬ 
tinue  to  hold  the  initiative. 

The  fighters  against  imperialism  drew  another  equally  important 
lesson  from  the  fierce  battles.  The  cause  of  socialism,  freedom  and 
national  independence,  the  cause  of  upholding  peace  makes  greater 
headway  in  places  where  the  unity  of  revolutionary,  liberation  for¬ 
ces  opposed  to  imperialism  is  greatest.  Life  teaches  revolutionaries 
that  in  order  to  inflict  fresh  defeats  on  the  common  enemy  of  human¬ 
ity  it  is  necessary  to  muster  all  efforts  and  rally  all  revolutionary 
forces  on  decisive  sectors  of  the  struggle. 

Past  developments  have  furnished  fresh  evidence  confirming  that 
Communist  Parties  achieve  success  because  they  are  guided  by  the 
tried  and  tested  Leninist  principles  of  strategy  and  tactics  and  realis¬ 
tically  appraise  the  situation.  Time  and  again  it  is  proven  that  de¬ 
viations  from  the  Marxist-Leninist  line  both  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left  are  particularly  dangerous  when  they  are  combined  with  mani¬ 
festations  of  nationalism,  great-power  chauvinism  and  hegemony. 

In  the  face  of  the  latest  aggressive  actions  of  imperialism  the 
need  for  stronger  unity  of  the  socialist  community,  the  communist 
movement,  all  progressive  democratic  forces  becomes  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance.  The  aggressiveness  of  imperialism  by  no  means  indicates  the 


SOVIET  PRESS  COMMENT 


5 


increased  ability  of  the  US  financial  and  industrial  oligarchy  and 
other  forces  of  international  reaction  to  reverse  the  course  of  events 
in  the  present-day  world.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  manifestation  of 
the  feverish  efforts  of  the  imperialists  to  regain  irrevocably  lost  posi¬ 
tions.  It  is  quite  possible  to  beat  off  these  attacks.  The  effectiveness 
of  the  revolutionary  movement  depends  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
solidarity  and  cooperation  of  its  detachments.  Such  is  the  indisput¬ 
able  lesson  of  past  experience. 

“The  conclusion  drawn  by  the  Communists  of  all  countries  from 
the  entire  experience  of  the  class  struggle  is  that  the  strengthening 
of  militant  cooperation,  solidarity  and  active  contacts  of  all  fraternal 
Parties  of  the  world  is  a  cardinal  prerequisite  for  the  solution  of  di¬ 
fferent  complex  problems  facing  us,”  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secret¬ 
ary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  said  in  his  report  Fifty  Years 
of  Great  Victories  of  Socialism.  “Only  by  acting  as  a  united  inter¬ 
national  movement  can  world  communism  attain  its  great  goals.  The 
feeling  of  comradely  support  and  constant  coordination  of  action  on 
an  international  scale  is  important  for  all  of  us  today.” 

Internationalists  do  not  confine  themselves  to  proclaiming  the 
principles  of  solidarity.  They  embody  these  principles  in  concrete, 
practical  actions  to  further  consolidate  unity  and  solidarity  with  other 
revolutionary  detachments.  Proceeding  from  the  vital  interests  of 
their  peoples  and  mankind  as  a  whole,  they  multiply  their  efforts  to 
attain  the  common  aims  of  the  struggle  against  the  common  enemy, 
imperialism.  Revolutionary  practice  has  shown  that  such  an  approach 
to  the  problem  is  not  detrimental  to  the  national  interests  of  any 
country.  Moreover,  the  policy  of  the  ruling  Communist  Party 
best  serves  the  interests  of  the  nation  it  leads  when  this  policy  is 
genuinely  internationalist.  The  genuine  independence  of  a  revolutio¬ 
nary  party  presupposes  the  fullest  possible  use  of  national  potentia¬ 
lities  for  attaining  the  common  internationalist  goals  of  the  anti¬ 
imperialist  struggle. 

Moreover,  the  entire  course  of  history  shows  that  if  nationalism 
and  great-power  chauvinism  gain  the  upper  hand  in  the  policy  of 
a  Communist  Party,  this  policy  ceases  to  serve  national  aims. 
This  is  vividly  confirmed  by  the  present-day  situation  in  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China. 

A  CPC  delegation  took  part  in  the  1957  and  1960  Meetings  and 
signed  the  documents  jointly  elaborated  at  these  meetings.  However, 
Mao’s  group  soon  departed  from  the  course  outlined  in  these  docu¬ 
ments  and  set  out  to  split  the  international  communist  movement 
and  undermine  the  unity  of  the  world  socialist  community  and  all 
anti-imperialist  forces.  All  attempts  of  the  group  to  provide  its  own 
analysis  of  the  alignment  of  forces  in  the  world,  to  work  out  the 
strategy  and  tactics  of  the  international  communist  movement  came 
to  naught.  Life  has  disproved  the  policy  which  this  group  opposes 
to  the  general  course  worked  out  by  all  the  fraternal  Parties.  The 
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Mao  group,  having  proved  to  be  ideologically  and  politically  bank¬ 
rupt,  found  itself  isolated. 

The  Communists  of  all  countries  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
Communists  and  the  working  people  of  China  for  the  great  harm  the 
chauvinistic  and  great-power  course  of  the  Mao  group  has  caused 
the  Party,  the  people  and  the  cause  of  building  socialism  in  the  PRC. 
The  ideological  and  political  debacle  of  that  group,  its  complete  de¬ 
parture  from  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  and  proletarian 
internationalism  are  obvious  to  all.  Equally  obvious  is  the  serious  da¬ 
mage  being  caused  by  the  Mao  group’s  refusal  to  cooperate  in  joint 
efforts  to  support  the  just  struggle  of  the  Vietnamese  people. 

The  departure  from  the  principles  of  internationalism,  the  mani¬ 
festations  of  national  exclusiveness  are  detrimental  to  the  common 
cause  and  separate  detachments  of  the  communist  movement,  doom¬ 
ing  them  to  isolation  and  weakening  them  in  the  face  of  imperialism. 

The  1960  Statement  justly  points  out  that  the  success  of  the  cause 
of  the  working  class  in  every  country  requires  the  international  soli¬ 
darity  of  all  Marxist-Leninist  Parties.  One  of  the  prerequisites  of 
solidarity  of  action  in  the  struggle  for  common  goals  is  the  utilization 
of  all  life-tested  means,  conducive  to  the  cohesion  of  our  movement, 
the  working  out  of  a  common  approach  to  vital  problems  of  our  ti¬ 
mes  In  the  practice  of  the  communist  movement  a  number  of  effec¬ 
tive  forms  have  been  worked  out — mutual  consultations,  bilateral, 
multilateral,  regional  meetings  and  international  meetings  of  the 
fraternal  Parties. 

Every  Communist  Party,  naturally,  formulates  its  policy  on  its 
own,  with  all  due  responsibility.  However,  it  is  equally  clear  that  the 
experience  of  other  Parties  is  of  exceptional  importance  for  every 
Party.  The  practice  of  our  movement  has  confirmed  convincingly  that 
the  international  meetings  of  the  Communist  Parties  constitute  one 
of  the  most  effective  forms  of  sharing  accumulated  experience,  of 
versatile  discussion  of  topical  problems  for  the  entire  movement. 

In  the  past  decade  the  fraternal  Parties  have  accumulated  new 
experience  of  struggle  and  activity  in  varied  conditions.  Therefore 
it  is  quite  natural  for  the  Parties  to  want  to  exchange  this  expe¬ 
rience,  to  analyze  jointly  the  new  phenomena  in  the  world  and  to 
make  the  necessary  conclusions. 

The  joint  search  for  the  most  effective  forms  and  means  of  con¬ 
solidating  the  forces  of  the  international  revolutionary  movement, 
determining  the  right  ways  of  curbing  the  imperialist  aggressors,  of 
advancing  the  entire  world  anti-imperialist  front — such  are  the  goals 
of  Marxist-Leninists  who  are  now  urging  a  new  international  meet¬ 
ing  of  Communists.  They  are  convinced  that  such  a  meeting  will  pro¬ 
vide  reliable  prospects  for  the  effective  implementation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  proletarian  internationalism  and  further  cohesion  of  the 
communist  ranks  and  all  revolutionary  forces.  That  is  why  sincere 
supporters  of  Marxist-Leninist  unity  favour  a  new  meeting  of 
Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  that  would  be  thoroughly  pre- 
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pared  in  all  respects  by  the  collective  efforts  of  the  fraternal 
Parties. 

The  internationalist  forces  of  our  movement  are  deeply  gratified 
that  the  desire  to  strengthen  Marxist-Leninist  unity  is  insistently 
and  confidently  making  headway. 

The  CPSU’s  stand  on  these  questions,  expressed  in  the  decisions 
of  the  23rd  CPSU  Congress  and  other  Party  documents,  fully  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  stand  taken  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  fra¬ 
ternal  Parties  who  resolutely  advocate  the  cohesion  of  our  ranks  on 
the  principled  basis  of  Marxism-Leninism.  Most  of  the  fraternal  Par¬ 
ties  are  for  calling  a  new  international  meeting.  Our  Party  fully 
supports  this  idea  and  is  ready  to  do  everything  to  ensure  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  new  world  forum  of  Communists. 

The  past  years  have  confirmed  that  the  course  of  the  1957  and 
1960  Moscow  Meetings — the  general  line  of  the  world  communist 
movement — has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  justified  itself.  Commun¬ 
ists  are  firmly  following  this  course,  being  well  aware  that  it  will 
bring  new  glorious  victories  to  our  movement  and  to  the  revolution¬ 
aries  of  all  countries. 

Pravda,  November  23,  1967 


INTERNATIONALISM  TODAY 

by  JANOS  KADAR, 
First  Secretary,  Central  Committee, 
Hungarian  Socialist  Workers’  Party 


Like  any  principle  in  general,  proletarian  internationalism  is 
manifested  in  specific  conditions  and  only  practice  can  gauge  its 
correct  application.  The  experience  and  history  of  the  Soviet  state, 
the  world’s  first  socialist  country  now  celebrating  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary,  constitutes  a  wealth  of  knowledge  essential  for  every  Commu¬ 
nist  and  Workers’  Party,  for  every  socialist  country.  The  experience 
and  achievements  of  the  Soviet  Union  are  convincing  proof  of  the 
force  and  truth  of  our  Marxist-Leninist  principles,  our  communist 
ideas,  proletarian  internationalism  included. 

Back  in  the  mid- 19th  century  the  working  class,  then  emerging 
as  an  independent  force,  in  the  Communist  Manifesto  proclaimed  its 
most  revolutionary  principle  to  be  proletarian  internationalism  as  op¬ 
posed  to  bourgeois  nationalism  and  chauvinism.  From  then  on  there 
has  been  a  struggle  between  nationalist  and  internationalist  ideologi¬ 
cal  tendencies;  the  former  obscures  class  interests  and  sets  the  nations 
against  one  another,  the  latter  proclaims  working  class  solidarity  and 
friendship  among  the  nations.  The  outcome  of  this  ideological  strug- 
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gle  will  be  decisive  in  determining  the  future  of  the  international 
working  class  and  humanity  as  a  whole. 

In  1917  with  the  triumph  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revo¬ 
lution  and  formation  of  the  Soviet  State,  the  proletariat  of  tsarist 
Russia  proved  that  the  Marxist  teaching  regarding  the  overthrow  of 
capitalist  dictatorship,  the  seizure  of  power  by  the  working  class, 
and  creation  of  a  socialist  society  was  feasible.  The  working  people 
of  the  Soviet  State,  then  completely  isolated,  were  deeply  inspired 
with  the  idea  of  proletarian  internationalism.  The  very  existence  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  its  growing  might,  its  policies,  always  in  accordance 
with  the  interests  of  human  progress,  encouraged  people  the  world 
over  to  work  for  socialism,  social  progress  and  peace.  Ever  since  its 
emergence  the  Soviet  Union  has  been  homeland  and  mainstay  of  the 
international  working  class.  During  World  War  II,  honourably  dis¬ 
charging  its  internationalist  duty,  the  Soviet  people,  at  great  cost  to 
themselves,  liberated  a  number  of  countries  oppressed  and  enslaved 
by  the  nazis. 

In  our  age  the  main  trend  of  historical  development  is  determined 
by  the  triumph  of  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution,  the  defeat  of 
the  fascist  powers  in  World  War  II,  the  extension  of  socialism  into 
a  world  system,  and  the  collapse  of  the  colonialist  system.  The  so¬ 
cialist  revolution  has  been  victorious  in  another  13  countries  on  three 
continents.  The  face  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  has  changed 
within  two  decades.  New  countries  came  into  being  and  embarked 
upon  an  anti-imperialist  course  and  independent  development.  The 
imperialists  have  lost  their  influence  in  many  areas. 

The  international  situation  developed  in  such  a  way  that  world 
imperialism  reduced  to  the  state  of  ever-deepening,  general  political 
crisis.  Today,  imperialism  strives  to  retain  its  ever-narrowing  zone 
of  influence.  Incidentally,  the  economic  and  military  potential  of  in¬ 
dividual  leading  capitalist  states  has  been  growing  even  in  the  period 
of  political  crisis  of  the  imperialist  system.  Within  the  last  two  or 
three  years  the  imperialists  have  stepped  up  their  aggressive  actions 
and  aggravated  international  tensions  by  engineering  reactionary 
coups,  tribal  rebellions,  separatist  uprisings  in  different  countries,  and 
also  by  unleashing  a  war  in  Vietnam  and,  later  on,  in  the  Middle 
East. 

The  bourgeoisie  unable  openly  to  advocate  its  regime  of  oppres¬ 
sion  and  exploitation,  much  less  its  aggressive,  reactionary  goals,  is 
compelled  more  and  more  often  to  cover  up  its  intentions  in  contend¬ 
ing  with  progressive  ideas  in  the  ideological  and  political  struggle. 
The  exploiters  boast  of  the  “welfare  state”;  the  American  and  Israeli 
aggressors  talk  about  “defence,”  the  imperialists  call  the  counter¬ 
revolutionary  putsches  and  coups — in  1956  in  Hungary  and  now  in 
Greece — a  “revolution.”  The  imperialists  are  increasingly  giving 
themselves  away  by  their  lies.  The  reactionary,  anti-popular  putsches 
and  local  wars  they  engineer  cause  much  suffering,  and  aggravate  the 
danger  of  world  war,  but  they  can  no  longer  turn  the  tide  of  his- 
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tory,  impede  the  advance  of  socialism,  and  restore  their  former 
colonial  system,  their  one-time  world  supremacy. 

The  present-day  situation  demands  that  progressive  forces  increa¬ 
se  their  vigilance  and  insight,  and  step  up  effective,  united  action. 
Resorting  to  any  kind  of  manoeuvres,  the  imperialists  are  bent  on 
deteriorating  relations  between  the  socialist  countries,  and  exacerbat¬ 
ing  the  division  among  the  newly  free  countries  of  Asia  and  Africa. 
They  strive  to  disrupt  contacts  between  these  two  major  anti-imperi¬ 
alist  forces.  Committing  their  provocations,  they  count  on  the  relati¬ 
vely  inadequate  social,  economic  and  military  development  of  the 
peoples  and  countries  which  have  recently  thrown  off  the  colonial 
yoke.  In  view  of  the  above-mentioned  considerations,  it  is  essential 
today  to  maintain  the  cohesion  and  joint  action  of  all  anti-imperial¬ 
ist  forces.  The  basic  interests  of  their  peoples  and  all  mankind  de¬ 
mand  that  the  social  forces,  exercising  a  determining  influence  on 
the  life  in  the  socialist  and  new-independent  countries,  should  sub¬ 
ordinate  all  issues  to  the  requirements  of  the  common  struggle 
against  imperialism.  This  can  be  done. 

The  principal  goals  of  the  peoples  of  14  socialist  countries  are 
identical.  Unity  and  close  cooperation  serve  their  mutual  interests 
and  are  imperative  to  cope  with  the  exigencies  of  world  politics. 
The  unity  of  the  socialist  countries  was  violated  by  subjective  ra¬ 
ther  than  objective  factors,  specifically  by  national  isolation  and 
bourgeois  nationalism  which  have  become  apparent  within  recent 
years  and  materialized  in  a  most  arbitrary  form  in  the  policy  of 
the  Mao  Tse-tung  group. 

The  Communists,  the  Parties  guiding  social  life  in  the  socialist 
countries,  must  ensure  that  in  our  relations  proletarian  international¬ 
ism,  fraternity  and  unity  are  fully  realized  in  all  respects  and  that 
elements  of  national  isolation  cease  to  exist.  The  potent,  ever-growing 
patriotism  of  the  working  people  in  our  countries  is  nurtured  bv  the 
historical  traditions,  by  present-day  reality,  by  the  conquests  of  the 
socialist  revolution,  by  the  great  achievements,  by  our  common 
struggle.  Therefore,  it  is  no  obstacle  but  a  rallying  force  and  main¬ 
stay  of  internationalist  unity. 

The  Hungarian  Socialist  Workers’  Party  has  always  been  eager 
to  implement  the  principles  of  internationalism,  convinced  that  it 
constitutes  the  strength  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  and 
determines  the  effectiveness  of  their  work.  In  relations  between  the 
socialist  countries  today  more  than  ever  before,  it  is  necessary  to 
implement  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  to  further  strengthen 
the  socialist  countries,  the  international  communist  movement,  the 
national  liberation  movement,  curb  the  subversive  activities  of  the 
imperialists  and  repel  their  open  aggression. 

Under  the  present  conditions,  in  the  absence  of  the  Communist 
International  or  any  other  similar  international  organization,  every 
Party  works  quite  independently,  and  newly  free,  sovereign  socialist 
countries  are  solving  their  problems  by  themselves.  Therefore,  it  is 
2—18 
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especially  important  to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  Marxist-Leninist 
principles  and  to  implement  them,  to  feel  that  every  Communist  and 
Workers’  Party  is  responsible  to  its  own  working  class,  its  people 
and  to  the  international  working  class.  While  determining  its  objec¬ 
tives,  every  Marxist-Leninist  Party  must  carefully  appraise  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  its  working  class,  its  people,  its  country.  Likewise,  it  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  policy  of  a  separate  Party  cannot  run  counter 
to  the  common  interests  of  the  international  working  class,  and  the 
socialist  countries. 

Lenin’s  warning  that  the  revolutionary  party,  the  working  class 
of  a  country  must  be  internationalist  in  deeds  as  well  as  words  is 
as  relevant  today  as  ever.  Internationalism  cannot  be  manifested  in 
an  abstract  form,  it  is  essential  to  take  up  concrete  attitude  to  vital 
problems  that  come  up.  Today,  there  are  about  90  Communist  and 
Workers’  Parties  in  the  world,  14  of  them  in  the  socialist  countries. 
Our  Parties  function  under  the  most  diverse  conditions  entailing  a 
tremendous,  serious  effort  to  arrive  at  agreement  on  domestic  policy 
and  common  international  tasks.  In  this,  we  are  guided  by  the  theory 
of  Marxism-Leninism,  internationalism,  by  the  revolutionary  expe¬ 
rience  of  our  own  Party  and  the  world  communist  movement. 

We  know  from  experience  that  under  the  present-day  conditions 
we  must,  of  course,  take  into  account  the  statements,  in  analyzing 
anyone’s  attitude  to  what  we  regard  as  an  important  problem,  in 
this  case  appraising  the  internationalism  of  a  Party.  But  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  make  sure  that  words  are  backed  up  by  deeds. 
The  demand  for  unity  of  the  world  communist  movement,  of  the 
socialist  countries,  for  concerted  anti-imperialist  action  is  manifested 
by  the  masses  all  over  the  world  forcefully  and  on  such  a  scale  that 
few  of  those  who  claim  to  be  Communists  and  progressives  dare  to 
openly  oppose  this  demand.  So,  everybody  is  an  internationalist  and 
a  revolutionary  in  words.  Despite  the  fact  that  nearly  all  Commun¬ 
ist  and  Workers’  Parties  of  the  world,  Communists  in  all  countries, 
who  are  loyal  to  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  both  in  word 
and  in  deed,  are  true  internationalists,  there  can,  nevertheless,  be 
observed  within  the  world  communist  movement  in  recent  years 
phenomena  which  we,  abiding  by  our  internationalist  principles, 
cannot  ignore.  On  the  contrary,  they  must  be  resolutely  denounced. 

Internationalism  demands  that  we  maintain  the  purity  of  Marx¬ 
ist-Leninist  ideas  both  within  our  Parties  and  internationally.  There¬ 
fore,  we  cannot  approve  of  a  “neutral”  attitude  to  debatable  pro¬ 
blems,  manifest  in  some  places,  or  of  shying  away  from  international 
contacts  and  comradely  exchange  of  opinion.  Nor  can  we  regard  as 
internationalist  the  position  of  any  Party,  which,  even  with  the  best 
intentions,  declares  its  own  unconventional  interpretation  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  situation  and  ensuing  tactics  as  the  only  revolutionary 
ones,  and,  ignoring  the  opinion  of  the  other  fraternal  Parties,  de¬ 
mands  that  the  entire  world  movement  should  accept  its  point  of 
view. 
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We  cannot  consider  as  consistently  internationalist,  the  position 
of  loudly  proclaiming  internationalism  and  unity  and  not  backing  it 
up  with  joint  action  on  urgent  and  concrete  issues  of  the  world  com¬ 
munist  movement,  the  socialist  countries,  and  the  national  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  Thus,  assistance  to  our  Vietnamese  brothers  heroic¬ 
ally  fighting  against  the  US  aggressors,  elimination  of  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  Israeli  aggression,  opposition  to  West  German  re¬ 
vanchism  are  the  militant  tasks  of  every  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Party  without  exception. 

One  can  call  oneself  a  “revolutionary”  and  “dazzling  sun”  of 
Marxism-Leninism  ten  thousand  times  over  and  still  have  no  regard 
for  proletarian  internationalism  if  he  slanders  the  Soviet  Communist 
Party  and  nearly  all  Communist  Parties  of  Europe  as  revisionist,  al¬ 
leging  that  “capitalism  has  been  restored”  in  those  countries. 

The  entire  history  of  the  Soviet  Communist  Party  and  the  Soviet 
State  is  a  true  example  of  internationalism,  of  complete  identity  of 
word  and  deed.  By  overthrowing  the  reactionary  tsarist  bourgeois- 
landowning  regime,  establishing  stable  Soviet  power,  and  being  the 
first  to  build  a  socialist  society,  they  ensured  the  upsurge  in  the 
people’s  well-being,  thereby  creating  a  firm  and  mighty  mainstay  of 
world  revolution,  of  the  national  liberation  struggle.  The  Soviet 
Union  was  the  rock  upon  which  fascism  threatening  to  hurl  the  world 
into  the  Dark  Ages  was  smashed.  The  Soviet  Union  has  been  provid¬ 
ing  selfless,  disinterested  support  to  nations  which  have  embarked 
upon  the  road  of  socialism  and  all  peoples  fighting  imperialism.  The 
Soviet  Army  is  the  main  force  deterring  imperialists  today,  prevent¬ 
ing  a  new  war.  The  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  freed 
our  theory  and  practice  of  ossified  dogmas,  of  “rightist”  and  “lef¬ 
tist”  distortions  and  lent  fresh  impetus  to  Marxist-Leninist  studies, 
socialist  science  and  construction. 

Internationalists,  Communists,  class-conscious  working  people, 
progressive  people  the  world  over  have  always  advocated  friendship 
with  the  Soviet  Union  as  the  country  of  triumphant  socialism.  In  the 
past  50  years,  our  Party,  the  forces  of  the  Hungarian  socialist  revo¬ 
lution,  loyal  to  internationalism  and  the  interests  of  our  working 
class,  have  always  fought  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  their  Soviet  bro¬ 
thers.  During  the  civil  war  the  Hungarian  internationalists  fought  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Red  Army.  In  1919  the  Soviet  state  and  the  Hunga¬ 
rian  Soviet  Republic  proclaimed  their  alliance.  In  1945  the  Soviet 
Army  liberated  the  Hungarian  people  from  Hitlerite  oppression,  and 
in  1956  it  hastened  to  aid  the  Hungarian  People’s  Republic  under 
attack  by  external  and  internal  enemies.  All  this,  and  the  Soviet  as¬ 
sistance  rendered  to  our  people  in  a  hundred  different  forms,  is  a 
brilliant  manifestation  of  proletarian  internationalism. 

Our  principles  and  the  revolutionary  experience  of  our  Party 
prompt  the  conclusion  that  the  attitude  to  the  Soviet  Union  has  al¬ 
ways  been  the  truest  and  most  important  touchstone  of  any  political 
trend,  including  proletarian  internationalism.  In  the  socialist  coun- 
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tries,  internationalism  is  manifested  in  friendship  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  with  all  socialist  countries.  It  calls,  above  all,  for  strengthen¬ 
ing  their  unity  and  cohesion. 

To  international  reaction,  proletarian  internationalism  is  a  known 
as  a  formidable  force.  That  is  why  reaction  is  conducting  propagan¬ 
da  against  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist  countries  everywhere, 
under  the  diverse  forms.  The  imperialists  make  an  all-out  effort  to 
inculcate  nationalism  and  anti-Sovietism  to  weaken  individual  social¬ 
ist  countries  politically  and  to  disrupt  their  unity. 

Our  Party’s  experience  permits  to  conclude  that  only  by  rallying 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist  countries  along  the  lines 
of  social  progress,  and  in  an  identity  of  purpose  with  the  internatio¬ 
nal  working  class  can  we  best  serve  our  socialist  and  national  goals. 
The  national  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  socialist  countries 
can  be  jeopardized  by  the  existence  of  imperialism  and  its  provoca¬ 
tions.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Soviet  Union,  far  from  being  a  threat 
to  them,  is  precisely  the  force  that  helps  the  socialist  countries  safe¬ 
guard  their  independence  and  sovereignty.  The  existence  of  the 
world  socialist  system,  the  unity  and  cooperation  of  the  socialist 
countries  multiply  their  strength.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  this  uni¬ 
ty  without  the  Soviet  Union,  much  more  against  it. 

Any  conscious  enemy  of  a  worker’s  government,  of  a  people’s 
democracy,  of  socialism,  is  at  the  same  time  anti-Soviet.  Naturally, 
the  imperialists,  and  in  this  country  those  who  shed  tears  for  the 
overthrown  regime  of  capitalists  and  landlords,  belong  in  the  cate¬ 
gory.  There  are  others  who,  guided  by  their  nationalist  or  other  pre¬ 
judices,  are  opposed  to  communism,  internationalism,  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  There  are  people  who,  while  calling  themselves  Communists, 
are  opposed  to  the  Soviet  Union.  But  we  are  convinced  there  cannot 
be  anti-Soviet  Marxism-Leninism,  anti-Soviet  internationalism,  anti- 
Soviet  communism.  We  know  there  is  no  such  thing. 

In  relations  between  the  socialist  countries,  our  Party  and  go¬ 
vernment  seeks  to  discharge  its  internationalist  responsibilities  con¬ 
cerning  unity,  mutual  fraternal  aid,  economic  and  cultural  coopera¬ 
tion  to  the  best  and  fullest  extent.  Accordingly,  we  attach  great  im¬ 
portance  in  relations  between  the  European  socialist  countries  to  ever 
more  effective  political,  military  and  economic  cooperation  as  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  Rules  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  and  the  Council  for  Mutual 
Economic  Assistance.  Since  the  power  of  the  exploiters  has  now 
been  abolished  in  14  countries,  not  just  in  one  country,  and  the 
construction  of  a  socialist  society  is  under  way,  these  countries  must 
jointly  undertake  and  fulfil  the  role  which  the  Soviet  Union  had  to 
fulfil  alone  for  nearly  30  years.  The  common  task  of  the  socialist 
countries  is  to  rally  their  forces,  so  as  to  solve  the  internal  problems 
of  construction,  to  help  the  revolutionary  working  class  movement  in 
the  capitalist  states,  to  support  the  peoples  fighting  for  freedom  and 
the  right  to  independent  development,  to  do  everything  to  prevent 
a  new  world  war,  and  to  win  lasting  peace  for  mankind. 
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True  internationalism  demands  today  that  the  socialist  countries 
should,  in  the  first  place,  pool  their  efforts  in  the  struggle  against 
the  imperialists.  Setting  aside  differences,  it  is  necessary  to  agree 
in  detail  upon  methods  of  carrying  out  assistance  to  Vietnam, 
the  Arab  countries  and  all  peoples  who  are  victims  of  aggression. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  struggle  for  defending  the  independence 
of  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam,  for  the  freedom  and  the 
right  to  self-determination  of  the  people  of  South  Vietnam,  for  the 
elimination  of  the  consequences  of  the  Israeli  aggression  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East,  for  attaining  security  in  Europe  will  eventually  end  in  the 
defeat  of  imperialism  and  victory  for  the  forces  of  progress.  How¬ 
ever,  the  question  is  when  this  can  be  achieved,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  one  to  help  to  weld  the  forces  of  socialism,  national  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  peace,  to  minimize  the  sufferings  of  the  peoples. 

The  Hungarian  Socialist  Workers’  Party  is  an  internationalist 
party.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  international  communist  move¬ 
ment,  its  militant  detachment.  The  policy  of  our  Party  serves  the 
interests  of  our  working  class  and  people;  it  seeks  national  goals, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  internationalist.  We  are  convinced  that  if 
our  policy  did  not  further  our  national  goals,  it  would  not  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  international  working  class;  if  it  were  not  interna¬ 
tionalist,  it  would  prejudice  the  interests  of  our  country.  Our  in¬ 
ternationalist  duty — and,  simultaneously,  our  national  interest — is 
to  build  a  full-fledged  socialist  society  in  Hungary,  to  consolidate  the 
world  socialist  system,  to  support  the  peoples  fighting  for  their  free¬ 
dom,  and  to  contribute  to  the  struggle  to  prevent  a  new  world  war. 
If  we  stand  firm  on  our  own  front,  if  we  realize  our  ideas,  if  we 
achieve  successes  in  the  construction  of  a  new  society,  we  shall  ren¬ 
der  a  good  service  to  the  fraternal  Parties  struggling  in  the  capital¬ 
ist  world  and  to  the  peoples  of  the  socialist  countries. 

The  class  struggle  on  a  world  scale,  the  struggle  between  the 
two  world  systems,  compels  us  to  work  to  achieve  unity  among  the 
socialist  countries,  to  take  united  action  in  the  anti-imperialist  strugg¬ 
le,  to  effect  a  planned,  balanced  extension  of  cooperation  among  the 
socialist  countries.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Hungarian  Communists, 
the  Hungarian  working  class,  and  the  Hungarian  people  who  are 
building  socialism  are  making  every  effort  to  fulfil  their  duty. 

The  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  of  the  world  have  the  dif¬ 
ficult  but  honourable  task  of  heading  the  struggle  for  social  progress, 
for  national  freedom,  for  peace  in  the  world.  The  fraternal  Parties 
will  be  able  to  fulfil  their  mission  only  if  they  are  guided  by  Lenin’s 
principles,  pooling  their  efforts  and  rallying  with  the  masses.  The 
effort  to  consolidate  the  unity  of  the  international  communist  mo¬ 
vement  calls  for  consultations  and  international  conferences.  We 
believe  that,  in  the  long  run,  each  Party  shapes  its  policy,  in  all  re¬ 
sponsibility,  independently,  but  it  is  also  true  that  no  Party  can  ignore 
the  experience  of  the  fraternal  Parties.  It  is  only  on  the  basis  of 
Marxism-Leninism  and  in  the  framework  of  comradely  exchange  of 
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opinion  that  we  can  assess  the  situation,  reach  agreement  on  forth¬ 
coming  tasks  and  eliminate  differences. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Hungarian  Socialist  Workers’  Party  every 
Party  is  free  to  decide  whether  it  will  take  part  in  any  given  inter¬ 
national  meeting.  In  the  same  way,  every  Party  may  confer  with 
Parties  which  deem  such  a  meeting  necessary.  It  is  precisely  for  this 
reason  that  we  acclaim  the  conferences  in  Karlovy  Vary,  Moscow 
and  Budapest.  Our  Party  attended  these  meetings  considering  it  its 
moral  and  political  responsibility  in  keeping  with  its  internationalist 
duty.  It  will  continue  to  do  so  in  future,  too. 

The  Hungarian  Communists  believe  that  the  past  years  have 
raised  many  new  and  important  problems  which  should  be  discussed 
jointly;  it  is  time  for  a  new  meeting  of  the  Communist  and  Work¬ 
ers’  Parties.  We  must  discuss  the  situation  that  has  arisen  in  the 
world  and  the  problems  of  our  movement  with  a  view  to  the  requi¬ 
rements  of  the  struggle,  in  the  spirit  of  internationalism,  in  a  com¬ 
radely  manner,  from  Marxist-Leninist  positions.  All  the  Communist 
and  Workers’  Parties  must  be  invited,  and  the  representatives  of  all 
Parties  willing  to  assist  must  be  drawn  into  joint  preparatory  work 
to  strengthen  unity,  to  build  a  broader  and  stronger  anti¬ 
imperialist  front,  and  to  pave  the  way  to  unity  of  action.  We  cannot 
forego  our  desire  to  consolidate  our  movement  and  our  unity  as  a 
concession  to  those  who  are  opposed  to  it.  The  forces  which  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  jointly  come  forth  in  the  interests  of  the  common  cause  car¬ 
ried  high  the  banner  of  the  international  working  class  and  national 
freedom  in  the  past,  and  they  are  still  doing  so  today. 

The  Hungarian  people  are  working  purposefully  and  successfully 
to  complete  the  construction  of  a  socialist  society.  They  optimistic¬ 
ally  look  to  the  future,  fortified  by  the  knowledge  that  they  can  call 
the  great  Soviet  people,  the  Soviet  Union,  their  friend  and  ally. 
Their  internationalist  sentiments  are  expressed  in  the  respect  and 
affection  which,  at  this  time,  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great 
October  Socialist  Revolution,  are  manifested  by  the  Hungarian  pub¬ 
lic  in  many  different  ways.  Our  Party  and  people  wholeheartedly 
wish  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  great  Soviet 
people  who  have  always  been  carrying  high  the  banner  of  proletarian 
internationalism  new  achievements  and  new  victories. 

Pravda,  September  17,  1967 


STRUGGLE  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

by  SERGE  PIERRE  JUSTIN, 

Political  Bureau  Member,  Central  Committee, 

Communist  Party  of  Guadeloupe 

An  unbiased  and  attentive  observer  is  bound  to  note  the  econo¬ 
mic,  social,  and  cultural  backwardness  of  Guadeloupe,  called  the 
French  overseas  department,  as  well  as  the  urgent  need  to  remedv 
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this  situation.  The  country  is  assigned  the  role  of  an  agricultural 
adjunct.  Not  a  single  serious  geological  survey  has  been  carried  out 
in  Guadeloupe  on  the  ground  that  she  is  allegedly  devoid  of  raw 
material  resources  and  unfit  for  industrial  development. 

In  contrast  to  their  French  counterparts,  the  Guadeloupe  working 
people  are  being  subjected  to  flagrant  social  discrimination.  Efforts 
are  also  being  made  to  arrest  the  cultural  development  of  the  Guade¬ 
loupe  people.  Colonialism’s  purpose  remains  the  same — to  deprive 
the  Guadeloupe  people  of  national  identity,  to  assimilate  and  adapt 
them  to  its  policy  of  oppression  and  exploitation. 

Our  people  are  convinced  that  relationships  with  France  should 
be  reconsidered,  and  defined  anew,  that  the  policy  of  subordination 
and  assimilation  should  be  replaced  by  relations  of  equality  and  co¬ 
operation.  This  is  precisely  what  we  Communists  want  when  we 
demand  autonomy.  The  correctness  of  the  Communist  Party’s  line 
is  borne  out,  among  other  things,  by  the  returns  of  the  last  parlia¬ 
mentary  elections  of  March  1967.  Three  nominees  of  the  Guadeloupe 
Communist  Party,  who  called  for  autonomy,  got  the  biergest  number 
of  votes  in  their  respective  constituencies  during  the  first  round  of 
the  elections.  Despite  the  mobilization  of  all  the  anti-communist 
forces  in  the  second  round  of  the  voting,  despite  the  pressure  of  the 
administration,  the  Catholic  hierarchy  and  the  powers-that-be,  des¬ 
pite  propaganda  and  the  huge  sums  of  money  spent  on  bribery,  the 
colonialists  failed  to  prevent  the  victory  of  our  candidate,  Paul  La- 
kawe. 

Whereas  ten  years  ago  autonomy  was  demanded  only  by  the 
Communists,  today  it  is  a  demand  of  the  majority.  What  tactics  do 
the  Communists  suggest  for  achieving  Guadeloupe’s  autonomy  within 
the  union  with  France?  Our  Party  has  decided  to  launch  and  win  a 
broad  political  campaign  by  isolating  the  supporters  of  colonialism 
and  making  the  intermediate  forces  join  the  champions  of  autonomy. 

At  the  present  juncture  we  resolutely  reject  armed  struggle, 
which  would  be  pure  adventurism  in  the  concrete  conditions  of 
Guadeloupe.  We  have  exposed  the  irresponsible  ultra-leftist  elements, 
which  urged  our  people  on  to  such  forms  of  struggle.  They  were 
agent-provocateurs  on  the  pay-roll  of  big  landowners,  striving  to  sow 
discord  and  secure  the  replacement  of  the  French  colonialists  by 
American  imperialism. 

The  French  colonial  empire  has  collapsed  and  the  destiny  of 
Guadeloupe  cannot  differ  from  that  of  the  other  previously  oppressed 
peoples,  the  more  so  now,  when  there  are  progressive  forces  in  Fran¬ 
ce  proper,  effectively  fighting  against  reaction  both  within  the  coun¬ 
try  and  in  its  overseas  territories.  Heading  these  forces  is  the  French 
Communist  Party,  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  the  capitalist  world. 
The  Communist  Party  of  Guadeloupe  is  proud  of  being  its  spiritual 
successor,  having  inherited  its  forms  of  struggle,  its  ideological,  poli¬ 
tical,  and  organizational  principles. 

Our  Party  prefers  effective  autonomy,  even  if  restricted,  which 
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will  give  the  Guadeloupe  working  people  concrete  benefits,  to  formal 
independence  devoid  of  social  content.  In  the  political  sphere,  it  is 
our  purpose  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbitrariness  of  the  colonialists.  The 
citizens  of  Guadeloupe  must  be  given  equal  suffrage  rights.  The 
future  of  the  country  must  be  decided  by  an  elected  assembly,  whose 
decisions  must  be  carried  out  by  responsible  executive  bodies.  A  body 
must  be  created,  combining  not  only  the  interests  of  France  and 
Guadeloupe,  but  also  delineating  their  sphere  of  competence.  It  is 
necessary  to  put  an  end  as  quickly  as  possible  to  our  country’s  com¬ 
plete  economic  dependence  on  France.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the 
economic  progress  of  Guadeloupe  is  incompatible  with  the  capitalist 
road  of  development.  We  must  fight  against  discrimination  and  cos¬ 
mopolitism  in  the  social  and  cultural  spheres,  as  well  as  against  raci¬ 
alism  of  all  hues. 

The  members  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Guadeloupe,  like  all 
other  fraternal  Parties,  are  heirs  to  Lenin’s  teaching  and  they  know 
very  well  that  the  goal  they  pursue  must  be  national  in  form,  but 
socialist  and  internationalist  in  content.  The  correctness  of  this  prin¬ 
ciple  is  confirmed  by  the  difficulties  that  some  countries  encounter 
in  pursuing  purely  nationalistic  goals  on  the  way  to  national  libera¬ 
tion,  giving  the  local  bourgeoisie  and  bureaucracy  a  chance  to  take 
the  place  of  the  foreign  exploiters. 

Being  fully  aware  of  our  tasks  and  responsibilities,  we  the  Gua¬ 
deloupe  Communists  have  resolved  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  all 
sufferings  and  destruction  in  the  effort  to  promote  our  country’s 
progress.  Our  conviction  that  decisive  progress  can  be  made  even  in 
a  developing  country,  if  the  people  are  bent  on  achieving  it,  is 
strengthened  by  the  successes  of  different  national  regions  of  the  So¬ 
viet  Union.  The  Soviet  system  took  50  years  to  turn  the  formerly 
backward  and  poverty-stricken  peoples  into  happy  and  prospering 
nations.  By  placing  everything  at  the  service  of  man,  the  Soviet  sys¬ 
tem  has  breathed  life  into  the  regions  which  formerly  suffered  from 
hunger,  poverty,  neglect,  ignorance,  and  prejudice.  We  sincerely  re¬ 
joice  at  the  successes  of  the  Land  of  Soviets,  because  the  stronger  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  easier  it  is  for  all  the  communist  and  progressive 
forces  of  the  world  to  achieve  victory. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  like  to  express  the  wish  for  even 
greater  unity  of  the  Communists  of  the  world;  the  wish  that  Gua¬ 
deloupe  may  join  the  family  of  free  nations  and  make  her  modest, 
but  effective  contribution  to  the  great  fraternal  unity  of  all  the  human 
race. 


Pravda,  October  5,  1967 
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THE  DAWN  OF  MANKIND 


by  RODOLFO  GU10LD1, 
Member  of  the  C  C  Executive  Committee, 
Communist  Party  of  Argentina 


The  experience  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  revolutions  in  other 
countries  have  borne  out  the  correctness  of  Marxist-Leninist  prin¬ 
ciples.  How  these  principles  have  been  applied  in  modern  conditions 
is  reflected  in  the  documents  of  the  1957  and  1960  Meetings  of  Com¬ 
munist  and  Workers’  Parties.  Maoism  and  the  like  trends  are  going 
out  of  their  way  to  undermine  the  Marxist-Leninist  stand  on  key 
questions  of  modern  life.  In  these  attempts  they  proceed,  mainly, 
from  nationalistic  premises.  The  chaos  wrought  in  the  People’s  Re¬ 
public  of  China  by  the  reckless  “big  leap”  policy  and  the  “cultural 
revolution”  shows  what  tragic  extremes  may  be  brought  about  by 
departures  from  the  Marxist-Leninist  concept  of  revolution,  of  the 
construction  of  socialism,  proletarian  internationalism,  from  the 
teaching  which  regards  the  Communist  Party  as  the  organized,  re¬ 
volutionary  vanguard  of  the  proletariat.  We  are  now  witnessing 
how  revolutionary  victories  of  China’s  working  class  and  people, 
achieved  in  1949,  are  being  jeopardized.  Chauvinism  and  anti-Soviet¬ 
ism  are  the  distinctive  features  of  Maoism. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that,  influenced  as  they  are  by 
Maoism  to  some  extent  or  other,  the  so-called  leftist  national  for¬ 
ces,  shunning  Communists  and  even  coming  out  against  them,  again 
resort  to  bourgeois  nationalism.  Their  most  typical  claim  is  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  Marxism-Leninism,  and  even  if  there  is  something 
of  the  sort,  it  is  a  purely  Russian  national  phenomenon,  and  the 
Marxist-Leninists  of  Latin  America  are,  consequently,  agents  of 
Moscow.  Aside  from  the  provocative  character  of  such  statements 
and  flagrant  falsification  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs  (after  all, 
apart  from  its  responsibility  to  the  world  revolutionary  movement, 
each  Party  maps  out  its  own  political  line  independently),  these 
allegations  show  clearly  that  petty-bourgeois  trends  deny  the  inter¬ 
national  significance  and  value  of  Marxism-Leninism.  This  leads  to 
their  rejection  of  Lenin’s  commonly  known  definition  of  this  ques¬ 
tion  set  forth,  specifically,  in  his  work  “ Left-Wing ”  Communism, 
an  Infantile  Disorder.  Lenin  wrote: 

“We  now  possess  quite  considerable  international  experience, 
which  shows  very  definitely  that  certain  fundamental  features  of  our 
revolution  have  a  significance  that  is  not  local,  or  peculiar  national, 
or  Russian  alone,  but  international.”  “At  the  present  moment  in 
history,  however,  it  is  the  Russian  model  that  reveals  to  all  countries 
something — and  something  highly  significant — of  their  near  and 
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inevitable  future.”  “Experience  has  proved  that,  on  certain  very  im¬ 
portant  questions  of  the  proletarian  revolution,  all  countries  will 
inevitably  have  to  do  what  Russia  has  done.”  (Lenin.  Sel.  Works, 
Vol.  3.) 

Along  with  their  denial  of  the  international  significance  of  Mar¬ 
xism-Leninism,  the  petty-bourgeois  nationalists  are  creating  a  con¬ 
cept  of  local  or  continental  exclusiveness  with  a  view  to  justifying 
their  own  departure  from  the  Marxist-Leninist  teaching.  They  are 
striving  to  bolster  their  efforts  to  replace  Marxism-Leninism  by  an¬ 
other  system  of  ideas,  which  include  a  denial  of  the  need  for  the 
activities  of  Communist  Parties,  belittlement  of  the  role  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  as  a  revolutionary  force,  rejection  of  the  theory  of  working 
class  hegemony,  abandonment  of  Lenin’s  principle  of  the  proletariat’s 
vanguard  role,  and  assertion  that  there  are  several  vanguards  in  the 
revolutionary  movement.  This  enumeration  alone  shows  the  arro¬ 
gance  and  ignorance  with  which  these  groupings  are  treating  theory: 
since  Marxist-Leninist  theory  does  not  justify  their  actions — down 
with  the  theory! 

Maoism  and  like  trends  advocate  extreme  adventurism,  adapting 
their  “offensive  theory”  to  all  situations,  irrespective  of  objective 
and  subjective  conditions.  They  believe  that  a  revolution  can  be  im¬ 
ported  from  the  outside,  artificially  stimulated  from  abroad;  that  it 
is  essentially  divorced  from  the  process  of  class  struggles  going  on 
within  the  countries.  These  adventuristic,  subjective  tactics,  flavour¬ 
ed  in  some  cases  by  Bakuninism  and  in  others  by  Blanquism,  usually 
produce  very  sad  results,  as  has  happened  in  Indonesia.  Further¬ 
more,  they  blindly  persist  in  their  “eye  for  eye”  demand,  thereby, 
entering  into  a  dangerous  gamble  with  war.  The  most  vehement  at¬ 
tacks  are  directed  against  the  Soviet  Union,  which  is  planning  and 
realistically  carrying  out  the  construction  of  communism.  The  Trot- 
skyite  allegation  that  it  is  impossible  to  build  communism  in  one 
country  is  being  revived.  Petty-bourgeois  nationalists  also  insist  stub¬ 
bornly  that  the  Latin  American  countries  should  go  over  to  a  social¬ 
ist  revolution  right  away,  skipping  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  ag¬ 
rarian,  anti-imperialist  and  democratic  revolutions.  In  their 
indefatigable  effort  to  prove  the  “weakness”  of  the  indomitable 
Marxist-Leninist  principle,  they  are  trying,  nothing  less  than  to 
refute  the  main  postulate  concerning  the  unity  of  the  world  socialist 
system,  the  proletarian  movement  in  the  capitalist  countries,  and  the 
national  liberation  movement  in  the  dependent  states. 

Furthermore,  they  renounce  the  idea  that  contradictions  between 
socialism  and  capitalism  constitute  the  main  contradiction  of  the 
epoch.  They  refuse  to  recognize  the  world  working  class  as  the  hege¬ 
monic  power  in  the  general  anti-imperialist  movement.  Reiterated 
over  and  over  again  is  the  Maoist  theory  that  contradictions  between 
the  “third  world”  and  imperialism  are  decisive  in  our  days.  Maoism 
and  its  followers  cross  out  offhand  the  role  of  the  world  socialist 
system  and  of  the  international  working  class. 
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The  spreading  of  revisionist  ideas  is  hampered  by  the  existence 
of  Communist  Parties,  which  adhere  firmly  to  the  positions  of  Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism  and  are  guided  by  Marxist-Leninist  ideology.  This  is 
why  the  Maoists  do  not  stop  short  ol  attempts  to  split  the  ranks  of 
these  Parties,  to  create  certain  difficulties  within  them.  This  reflects 
the  shameful  role  which  Maoism  and  the  trends  affiliated  to  it  have 
taken  upon  themselves. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  arrived  at  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  with  huge  social,  economic,  and 
cultural  successes  to  its  credit.  It  has  a  special  place  in  the  interna¬ 
tional  community  of  socialist  nations.  The  vanguard  role  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  has  accumulated  priceless 
revolutionary  experience,  is  recognized  in  the  world  community  of 
Communist  Parties.  The  tremendous  progress  of  Soviet  society  is 
particularly  overwhelming,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  imperialism 
obstructs  its  peaceful  development.  Many  years  out  of  the  past  half 
a  century  have  been  spent  fighting  the  Civil  War,  foreign  armed  in¬ 
tervention,  and,  particularly,  the  treacherous  Hitlerite  invasion  of 
1941.  It  can  be  said  for  sure  that  if  any  of  the  major  western  states 
had  suffered  such  huge  manpower  and  material  losses  as  the  Soviet 
Union,  they  would  never  have  been  able  to  revive  in  such  a  short 
space  of  time,  to  restore  everything  and  continue  their  advance  to 
new  summits.  The  creative  forces  of  the  Soviet  people  are  multiplied: 
manifold  by  socialism  and  the  building  of  a  communist  society. 

Quite  alone  and  isolated  fifty  years  ago,  the  Soviet  State  stood 
its  ground  in  face  of  numerous  attacks,  though  the  bourgeoisie  had! 
predicted  its  inevitable  downfall.  But  Lenin  and  the  Bolshevik  Party 
proved  right:  Soviet  Russia  defeated  its  enemies,  socialism  made 
fresh  advances,  and  the  revolution  spread  to  ever  new  nations.  To¬ 
day,  the  Soviet  Union  is  a  mighty  world  power,  the  strongest  in  all 
respects.  The  Soviet  Union  exerts  an  influence  on  the  life  of  the 
whole  world  and,  far  from  being  alone,  is  now  a  part  of  the  world 
socialist  system.  This  new  situation  contributes  to  the  growth  and. 
development  of  newly  free  nations. 

The  existence  of  the  USSR  and  of  the  world  socialist  system 
creates  the  necessary  conditions  for  the  liberated  countries  to  advance 
along  the  non-capitalist  road  of  development.  The  Soviet  Union,  now 
50  years  old,  is  the  biggest  and  most  reliable  hope  of  all  the  peoples 
for  peace,  democracy,  and  socialism.  The  Soviet  Union  and  the  world 
socialist  system  are  also  the  key  factor  in  international  life. 

The  Latin  American  peoples  turn  to  the  Soviet  Union,  realizing 
that  they  are  not  alone  and  will  never  be  alone  in  their  struggle. 

It  can  be  repeated  with  full  confidence  and  certainty  over  and 
over  again  that  the  October  Revolution  is  the  “dawn  of  all  mankind.” 


Pravda,  October  25,  1967 
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THE  TRIUMPH  OF  MARXIST  THEORY 
AND  PRACTICE 


by  CESAR  LEVANO , 

Central  Committee 

Member,  Peruvian  Communist  Party 


After  the  October  Revolution  the  working  class,  democratic  forces 
and  liberation  movement  in  Peru  and  other  capitalist  countries  found 
themselves  in  new  conditions  and  facing  new,  more  complicated 
tasks.  The  trade  union  movement,  which  up  to  the  early  20s  had 
been  infected  with  anarcho-syndicalism,  began  to  regenerate  on  a 
socialist  basis.  The  political  inertness  of  anarcho-syndicalism  has  be¬ 
come  an  anachronism  due  to  the  increasing  penetration  into  Peru 
of  American  imperialism  during  and  after  World  War  I,  which  made 
use  of  the  weakening  of  the  British  and  German  influence  on  the 
Latin- American  continent.  The  victory  of  the  Bolsheviks  confirmed 
among  other  things,  the  enormous  significance  of  the  working  class 
party  armed  with  a  scientific  theory  for  the  attainment  of  the  lofty 
aims  of  national  and  social  emancipation. 

Just  as  the  Paris  Commune  made  each  European  country  recon¬ 
sider  the  international  and  national  tasks  facing  the  working  class, 
the  October  Revolution  put  on  the  agenda,  on  a  global  scale,  the 
question  of  setting  up  revolutionary,  Marxist-Leninist  parties  of  the 
working  class. 

The  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  which  settled,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  Lenin’s  theory,  the  question  of  liberating  the  peoples  of 
the  former  tsarist  empire  from  colonial  oppression  and  granted  them 
the  right  to  self-determination,  evoked  great  repercussions  in  all  the 
colonial,  semi-colonial  and  dependent  countries.  The  Leninist  policy 
of  supporting  the  liberation  movement  exerted  a  great  influence  on 
the  development  of  the  struggle  for  emancipation  in  our  country. 
In  an  article  on  the  eve  of  the  formation  of  the  Peruvian  Communist 
Party,  Jose  Carlos  Mariategi  (1895-1930),  the  founder  and  leader 
of  our  Party,  wrote  that  Lenin  was  the  first  who,  thanks  to  his  great 
insight,  found  the  interconnection  between  a  proletarian  revolution 
and  revolutionary  movements  in  Asia,  Africa,  etc.  Socialist-reform¬ 
ists  anathematized  this  view,  but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  history. 

Mariategi  duly  assessed  the  significance  of  the  first  socialist  re¬ 
volution  for  Peru  and  the  whole  of  Latin  America  and  creatively 
applied  Marxist-Leninist  tenets  in  examining  national  and  continen¬ 
tal  problems.  Mariategi  who  today  is  considered  an  outstanding  Mar¬ 
xist  theoretician  in  Latin  America,  was  a  printing-house  worker  and 
a  gifted  writer  and  journalist.  He  left  for  Europe  in  1919  and  stayed 
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there  till  1923.  While  in  Italy  he  attended  the  Genoa  Conference 
of  1922  which  was  the  first  international  gathering  attended  by 
Soviet  diplomats  and  delegates  from  capitalist  countries. 

In  our  days,  when  there  are  more  than  enough  of  those  attacking 
peaceful  coexistence,  which  the  Soviet  Union  proclaimed  one  of  the 
basic  principles  of  its  foreign  policy,  it  is  worth  recalling  that  it  was 
worked  out  by  Lenin  himself  on  the  eve  of  the  Genoa  Conference. 

We  can  say  to  the  credit  of  Latin  American  revolutionaries  that 
Mariategi,  who  could  not  have  known  Lenin’s  works,  displaved  at 
the  time  a  clear  understanding  of  the  Leninist  foreign  policy.  Thanks 
to  Mariategi  we  Peruvian  Communists  realize  better  that  this  policy 
is  aimed  at  strengthening  the  positions  of  socialism  and  weakening 
the  enemy  camp.  The  Soviet  policy  of  settling  international  problems 
by  negotiations  and  the  Soviet  Union’s  endeavour  to  avert  a  new 
world  war  are  near  and  clear  to  us.  At  the  same  time  the  Soviet  state 
solidarizes  with  the  countries  fighting  imperialist  domination  and  sup¬ 
ports  those  striving  for  national  emancipation. 

In  our  day  some  people  vociferously  declare  their  intention  of 
building  a  “Chinese  wall  ’  between  the  liberation  movement  of  the 
Asian,  African  and  Latin  American  peoples,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  socialist  camp  and  the  workers’  movement  in  the  European  capi¬ 
talist  countries,  on  the  other.  It  is  especially  gratifying  for  us  to 
realize  that  Mariategi  considered  learning  and  disseminating  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  Russian  revolution  and  the  struggle  of  the  West 
European  working  class  the  corner-stone  of  our  Party’s  political 
course  since  September  16,  1928,  the  day  the  Peruvian  Communist 
Party  was  founded.  He  wrote  that  the  Russian  revolution  was  the 
culmination  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  Marxism.  The  Russian  re¬ 
volution,  he  went  on,  whether  the  reformists  want  it  or  not.  is  the 
central  event  in  the  history  of  contemporary  socialism.  .  .  Today’s 
problem  is  of  world  importance.  No  people  can  find  salvation  by  se¬ 
parating  themselves  from  other  peoples.  Either  find  salvation  together 
or  perish  together.  .  . 

The  Peruvian  Communist  Party  is  growing  and  strengthening 
its  ties  with  workers,  peasants,  intellectuals  and  the  youth,  remain¬ 
ing  loyal  to  the  great  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution  and  adhering 
to  the  principles  of  friendship  with  the  Soviet  state,  the  CPSU  and 
the  Soviet  people. 

Conditions  of  the  revolutionary-liberation  struggle  in  Peru  are 
very  complicated.  Semi-feudal  relations  remain  along  with  the  rapid 
development  of  capitalist  forms  of  exploitation  and  cruel  imperialist 
oppression.  People  suffer  from  unemployment,  poverty,  disease  and 
the  lack  of  rights.  The  archaic  and  complicated  situation  in  rural 
areas  is  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  country’s  present  life.  This 
concerns  not  only  its  economic  structure  where  giant  estates  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  acres  of  land  coexist  with  beggarly  peasant  households  of  one 
or  two  furrows.  There  are  five  thousand  Indian  communities  in  the 
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country,  making  up  the  greater  part  of  the  peasantry  and  forming 
the  leading  force  in  the  struggle  against  the  big  landowners.  Two 
million  peasants  in  Peru  speak  only  the  Kechua  language,  and  half 
a  million,  Aimara.  But  there  is  not  a  single  school  with  tuition  in 
these  two  languages.  Peasants  are  virtually  deprived  of  all  political 
rights. 

Following  the  instructions  of  Mariategi,  who  carefully  studied  the 
rich  experience  of  the  Russian  Bolsheviks’  activity  among  the  peas¬ 
ants,  our  Party  has  for  many  years  been  helping  the  peasants  set  up 
their  organizations,  and  fight  for  their  immediate  demands,  a  radical 
agrarian  reform  and  land.  The  Communists  helped  organize  the  Con¬ 
federation  of  Peruvian  peasants  which  has  become  the  centre  of 
struggle  against  the  big  landowners. 

Spontaneous  peasant  uprisings  have  flared  up  in  Peru  throughout 
its  entire  history.  However,  they  were  all  crushed  by  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy  due  to  the  disunity  of  the  insurgents.  Only  in 
our  time  have  the  peasants  acquired  a  firm  and  friendly  social  leader, 
the  proletariat.  Naturally,  our  working  class  must  get  stronger,  unite 
its  ranks  and  gather  experience.  But  it  is  obvious  that  only  an  alli¬ 
ance  between  the  workers  and  peasants  can  ensure  the  victory  of 
justice  and  social  progress. 

A  distinguishing  feature  of  the  present  situation  in  Peru  is  the 
penetration  of  US  imperialism  into  all  spheres  of  the  national  life: 
economy,  politics,  the  press,  culture,  the  army  and  police.  Peru  now 
occupies  fourth  place  in  Latin  America  in  the  volume  of  US  capital 
investments.  Undoubtedly,  the  struggle  against  US  imperialist  do¬ 
mination  is  in  our  country,  as  well  as  in  the  entire  Latin  American 
continent,  one  of  the  most  urgent  and  important  tasks  of  the  national 
liberation  movement. 

We  Peruvian  Communists  know  that  our  Party  has  so  far  not 
acquired  the  mass  support,  ideological  maturity  and  discipline  es¬ 
sential  for  coping  with  the  present  strained  situation  in  the  country. 
It  is  obvious,  nevertheless,  that  important  changes  for  the  better  have 
of  late  taken  place  in  our  work.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  only  a 
broad,  non-sectarian,  democratic  front  of  national  emancipation,  in¬ 
corporating,  under  working  class  leadership,  all  forces  opposing  im¬ 
perialism,  big  landowners  and  bourgeoisie,  can  deliver  our  people 
from  backwardness,  poverty  and  ignorance. 

The  Peruvian  Communist  Party  is  faithful  to  Marxism-Leninism 
and  unity  with  Soviet  Communists  and  the  entire  Soviet  people.  All 
its  struggle,  the  past,  present  and  future  of  its  class,  are  indissolubly 
linked  with  the  historical  process  begun  by  the  Great  October  Social¬ 
ist  Revolution,  whose  50th  anniversary  we  have  celebrated  with  the 
greatest  pride. 


Politicheskoye  samoobrazovaniye.  No.  11,  1967 
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ETERNAL  LIGHT 


by  ARNOLDO  MAR7INEZ  VERDUGO, 
First  Secretary,  Central  Committee, 
Mexican  Communist  Party 


The  50th  anniversary  of  the  working  class  victory  in  Russia,  the 
overthrow  of  capitalist  power,  and  the  foundation  of  the  first  state 
of  the  workers  and  peasants,  is  being  celebrated  in  all  countries,  in 
the  most  remote  corners  of  the  world.  The  October  Revolution  which 
culminated  the  long,  hard  struggle  for  freedom  ushered  in  a  new  era 
in  world  history. 

The  laws  of  the  revolutionary  transformation  of  capitalist  society 
into  socialist,  discovered  by  Karl  Marx  and  brilliantly  developed  by 
Lenin,  thereby  received  their  first  practical  confirmation.  The  October 
Revolution  proved  that  bourgeois  power  was  neither  indestructible 
nor  eternal.  Allied  with  the  working  peasantry  and  leading  all  ex¬ 
ploited  and  oppressed  masses,  the  working  class  overthrew  the  bour¬ 
geoisie  and  established  a  new  power  embodying  justice,  freedom  and 
equality  that  working  people  everywhere  had  dreamed  of  and  are 
still  hoping  for  in  capitalist  countries. 

Therefore,  as  the  years  go  by,  the  great  services  of  those  who 
made  the  new,  decisive  contribution  to  mankind’s  social  progress  are 
mounting  in  significance,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious 
that  by  their  heroic  deeds  and  self-sacrifice  to  liberate  themselves 
the  Russian  working  class,  led  by  the  Communist  Party,  did  much 
to  free  mankind  from  exploitation. 

Thereafter,  many  peoples  followed  the  trail  blazed  by  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Bolsheviks  in  October  1917.  Applying  different  methods  to  suit 
specific  conditions,  all  of  them  drew  on  the  experience  of  the  first 
victorious  socialist  revolution  which  demonstrated  in  practice  that 
the  fundamental  principles  realized  by  the  October  Revolution  are 
universal  in  character  and  significance. 

In  the  past  50  years  the  world  has  changed  basically.  It  is  be¬ 
coming  more  evident  with  every  passing  year  that  these  changes  are 
tied  in  with  the  victory  of  the  Russian  working  class  which,  besides 
winning  power,  was  able  to  defend  it  under  the  most  trying-  condi¬ 
tions.  Those  who  under  Lenin’s  leadership  took  part  in  the  revolu¬ 
tion  and  the  civil  war  and  contributed  to  the  victory  justifiably  enjoy 
international  recognition  today.  No  lesser  tribute  must  be  paid  to 
those  who  afterwards  worked  hard  to  achieve  spectacular  economic 
growth  and  to  convert  backward,  impoverished  Russia  into  a  mighty 
industrial  power  marching  in  the  vanguard  of  world  science  and 
technology,  to  those  who  have  built  a  new  homeland  and  can  proudly 
proclaim  to  the  world:  “This  is  what  the  working  class  and  the  people 
can  achieve  when  they  are  no  longer  oppressed  by  the  capitalists  and 
landlords.” 
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The  experience  of  the  October  Revolution  and  socialist  construc¬ 
tion  in  the  USSR  has  proved  that  it  is  not  enough  to  assume  leader¬ 
ship  over  the  aroused  masses  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  for  the  re¬ 
volution.  However  important  it  may  be,  it  is  not  enough.  Moreover, 
it  is  necessary  to  build  a  new  life,  to  alter  relations  between  people, 
to  develop  and  utilize  people’s  initiative  and  talents  which  under  the 
capitalists  and  landlords  was  stunted  by  poverty  and  suffering. 

There  have  been  leaders  who  have  managed  to  head  the  masses 
for  a  time  with  no  idea  of  how  to  proceed  from  there.  In  their  wake 
came  new  exploiters  or  those  who  had  previously  been  ousted.  In 
Russia,  the  revolution  has  won  once  and  for  all  and,  as  Lenin  fore¬ 
saw  in  the  first  years  of  Soviet  rule,  other  peoples  are  benefitting 
from  this  experience  in  the  course  of  development  of  the  international 
revolutionary  movement  to  build  socialism. 


* 


* 


The  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution 
is  an  international  jubilee  of  revolutionaries  and  democrats,  of  pat¬ 
riots  in  all  countries,  of  all  who  long  for  a  better  life  of  their  peoples 
and  for  mankind.  There  is  no  place  on  earth  which  has  not  felt  its 
beneficial  impact. 

In  Latin  America,  as  in  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  contemporary 
communist  and  revolutionary  movement  has  developed  under  the 
direct  impact  of  the  victory  of  Russia’s  working  class  in  October  1917. 
Despite  the  great  distance,  despite  the  fact  that  the  Russian  working 
class  movement  had  little  contact  with  the  Latin  American  revolu¬ 
tionary  movement  before  the  October  Revolution,  the  October  events 
exerted  an  immediate  influence  on  the  situation  in  Latin  America. 
Those  events  led  to  the  emergence  of  the  Latin  American  communist 
movement  which  has  become  the  main  revolutionary  force  on  the 
continent  today. 

Within  the  first  months  after  the  victory  of  the  revolution  the 
finest  sons  of  the  Mexican  people  seized  upon  the  significance  of 
October  and  its  impact  on  the  world  revolutionary  movement.  In 
February  1918,  Emiliano  Zapata,  leader  of  the  revolutionary  peas¬ 
ants  of  Mexico,  said:  “The  cause  of  human  justice  would  benefit  in 
many  respects  if  all  the  peoples  could  understand  that  the  cause  of 
insurgent  Russia  is  the  cause  of  all  mankind  and  that  it  accords  with 
the  best  interests  of  all  oppressed  peoples.”  In  March  of  the  same 
year,  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  heroic  leader  of  the  Mexican  working 
class  movement,  wrote  in  the  newspaper  Regeneracion  from  the  jail 
where  he  was  imprisoned  for  his  struggle  against  the  imperialist  war: 
“The  Russian  leader  Lenin  is  today  the  most  outstanding  revolution¬ 
ary  whose  figure  stands  out  against  the  background  of  world  chaos 
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because  he  heads  a  movement  which,  regardless  of  whether  the  ad¬ 
vocates  of  the  present  system  of  exploitation  and  crime  want  it  or 
not,  will  inevitably  bring  about  a  great  world  revolution;  this  great 
world  revolution  which  will  work  great  changes  in  the  lives  of  men 
is  already  knocking  at  the  doors  of  all  the  peoples.” 

Since  then,  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution  have  begun  to 
spread  in  our  country  among  the  broad  sections  of  workers  and  peas¬ 
ants  who  strove  to  follow  the  example  of  Russia.  The  example  loomed 
before  us  during  the  structural  reforms  of  1935-1939:  collectivization 
of  agriculture  in  Soviet  Russia  stimulated  and  set  an  example  for  the 
agrarian  reforms  in  Mexico  carried  out  during  the  administration  of 
General  Lazaro  Cardenas.  When  Mexico  undertook  to  regain  some 
of  the  national  wealth  and  nationalized  her  petroleum  and  railways, 
and  the  American  and  British  imperialists  replied  by  attempting  to 
blockade  the  country  so  as  to  stifle  the  economy,  the  Soviet  Union 
raised  its  voice  in  solidarity  with  the  Mexican  people. 

This,  in  part,  explains  the  deep-rooted  traditions  of  friendship 
and  solidarity  with  the  Soviet  Union,  traditions  which  no  imperialist 
anti-Soviet  campaign  or  slander  against  the  USSR  can  shatter. 

The  international  role  of  the  Soviet  Union  became  especially  clear 
to  the  Latin  Americans  from  its  attitude  to  revolutionary  Cuba.  The 
Cuban  revolution  epitomizes  the  future  of  Latin  America.  It  is  the 
most  tangible  proof  that  imperialism  can  be  routed  in  our  region  and 
that  a  socialist  society  free  from  exploitation  can  be  built  in  close 
proximity  to  the  borders  of  the  most  aggressive  imperialist  power  of 
our  time.  The  Island  of  Freedom  stands  proudly  and  repels  all  the 
attacks  of  imperialism  for  the  courage  of  its  sons  is  backed  by  the 
great  power  that  emerged  in  October  1917,  the  nation  which  has  from 
the  very  first  raised  the  banner  of  international  solidarity  and  support 
for  all  peoples  rising  against  imperialism,  for  their  national  and  so¬ 
cial  liberation. 

We  Mexicans  know  from  experience  that  this  support  is  not  ac¬ 
cidental  but  is  inherent  in  the  social  system  born  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution.  This  support  stimulates  the  revolutionary  movement  of  the 
Latin  American  peoples  at  a  new  stage  of  their  liberation  struggle 
today.  Our  peoples  know  that  they  are  not  alone  in  today’s  battles, 
that  besides  the  rich  experience  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revo¬ 
lution  they  have  the  support  of  the  successors  of  the  Revolution, 
who  have  proved  capable  of  building  up  and  safeguarding  the  strong¬ 
hold  of  the  world  revolutionary  movement. 


* 


* 


Marking  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution,  the 
world  communist  movement  tests  its  strength,  analyzes  the  path  tra- 
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versed  during  the  past  half-century,  aware  that  under  the  influence 
of  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution  it  has  become  the  most  power¬ 
ful  political  movement  in  the  world.  Whatever  the  temporary  dif¬ 
ficulties  or  negative  occurrences  in  the  communist  movement,  its  sig¬ 
nificance  and  power  are  recognized  today  even  by  the  most  outspoken 
enemies.  It  would  be  just  to  admit  that  this  is  largely  due  to  the  prin¬ 
cipled,  internationalist  and  consistent  policy  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  communist  movement  today  shoulders  greater  responsibility 
than  ever  before:  it  is  confronted  with  new  problems  arising  from  the 
present-day  international  situation.  The  struggle  waged  by  the  Com¬ 
munists  has  become  more  complicated,  the  masses  of  the  working 
people  demand  more  of  them  today.  The  achievements  of  the  move¬ 
ment  scored  over  the  past  50  years  are  mainly  due  to  the  unity  of 
the  communist  ranks  on  a  world  scale,  to  internationalist  unity  which 
has  been  established  in  the  communist  movement. 

Obviously,  the  problem  of  unity  is  not  the  same  as  it  was.  Now 
that  socialism  has  overstepped  the  bounds  of  a  single  country,  tri¬ 
umphed  in  a  number  of  countries  with  their  own  peculiar  features  and 
different  problems,  and  grown  into  a  decisive  world  force,  relations 
between  the  Communists  of  different  countries  are  acquiring  a  new 
quality.  The  complexity  of  the  present  period  and  the  specific  deve¬ 
lopment  of  separate  Communist  Parties  have  resulted  in  different  ap¬ 
proaches  to  a  number  of  questions  of  the  revolutionary  movement. 
Emphasis  is  laid  on  the  need  to  combine  national  interests  which  the 
Communists  uphold  as  true  patriots  of  their  countries,  with  the  com¬ 
mon  interests  of  the  entire  movement  which  the  Communists  loyally 
support  as  sincere  internationalists. 

The  unity  of  the  communist  movement  on  a  world  scale,  its  conso¬ 
lidation  at  the  present  stage,  is  the  main  earnest  of  our  victories  in 
the  future.  This  unity,  of  course,  does  not  imply  a  complete  identity 
of  viewpoints  from  the  different  contingents  of  the  international  com¬ 
munist  movement,  but  it  does  demand  that  the  Communists  rally  in 
face  of  the  common  enemy,  it  calls  for  concerted  effort  on  a  wc.~ld 
scale,  mutual  respect  and  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  solving  the  prob¬ 
lems  facing  all  of  us  in  the  current  struggle  against  imperialism,  for 
peace  and  socialism. 

The  Mexican  Communist  Party  holds  that  a  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  and  Workers’  Parties  will  usher  in  a  new  stage  in  relations 
between  the  Communists  of  the  world  and  effectively  contribute  to 
the  struggle  against  the  imperialist  aggression  in  Vietnam  and  other 
regions,  for  peace  and  the  victory  of  socialism  in  the  whole  world 
and  will  promote  unity. 


Pravda,  November  18,  1967 
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IDEAS  OF  THE  GREAT  OCTOBER  REVOLUTION 

AND  CHINit 

by  F.  BELELYUBSKY 

J 

The  victory  of  Russia’s  working  class  in  1917  paved  the  way  to, 
the  liberation  of  all  oppressed  peoples  of  the  world.  No  imperialist 
cordons  could  arrest  the  spread  of  revolutionary  ideas  all  over  our 
planet.  China  was  among  the  many  countries,  where  the  October  So-% 
cialist  Revolution  proved  a  mighty  stimulus  in  the  development  of, 
the  national  revolutionary  movement.  : 

The  reports  of  West  European  news  services  on  Petrograd  events 
and  on  the  first  decisions  of  the  Soviet  Government  were  received, 
with  keen  interest  in  Chinese  public  circles.  1  But  even  the  most  fa.- 
vourably  disposed  reports  gave,  in  the  main,  a  superficial  picture  of 
the  revolutionary  struggle  in  Russia,  underestimated  its  organiza¬ 
tional  efficiency.  Needless  to  say  they  did  not  mention  the  Bolshevik 
Party. 

Less  than  a  month  after  the  victory  of  the  armed  uprising  in  Pet-, 
rograd,  the  Soviet  Government  expressed  readiness  to  annul  the  unt 
equal  treaties  with  China,  to  give  up  all  special  rights  and  privileges 
there,  such  as  preferential  duties,  concessions,  exterritorial  rights  oj 
Russian  subjects,  etc.  Speaking  to  the  Chinese  ambassador,  spokes¬ 
men  for  the  Council  of  People’s  Commissars  suggested  that  the  Rus¬ 
sian  share  of  the  retribution  for  the  1900  “Ihetwan”  (Boxer)  upris¬ 
ing,  should  be  spent  on  the  development  of  Chinese  public  education,. 
No  official  reply  to  this  proposal  was  received.  In  spite  of  this,  the 
Soviet  Republic  withdrew  the  Russian  troops  from  Manchuria  of  it|, 
own  accord.  , 

Chinese  and  international  reactionaries  took  every  measure  tp 
hide  the  truth  about  the  events  in  Russia.  The  Sino-Russian  border 
was  closed  on  January  11th,  1918,  meaning  that  China  had  joined 
the  imperialist  blockade  of  the  Soviet  Republic.  A  secret  Japaneses 
Chinese  agreement  on  joint  action  against  the  Bolsheviks  was  signed 
on  May  16th,  1918.  In  the  summer  of  1918  the  troops  and  navy  of 
the  North  China  government  took  part  in  the  Entente  intervention 
against  Soviet  Russia.  2 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  truth  about  the  Russian  re¬ 
volution  seeped  into  the  country,  when  the  North  China  government 


1  For  details  see  Y.  M.  Garushyants,  The  First  Comments  on  the  Great 

October  Socialist  Revolution  in  China  (History  of  the  USSR  No.  1,  1962  do  190- 
199).  F 

2  M.  S.  Kapitsa.  Soviet-Chine se  Relations.  Moscow,  1958,  pp.  13-20;  R.  A.  Mi- 
rovitskaya.  Struggle  for  the  Establishment  of  Diplomatic  Relations  between  the 
Soviet  Republic  and  China  in  1917-1924  {History  Notes,  Vol.  65,  1959,  p.  7); 
M.  A.  Persits.  The  Far  Eastern  Republic  and  China; "Moscow,  1962,  pp.  52-55. 
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was  actually  in  a  state  of  an  unilateral  war  against  the  young  work¬ 
ers’  and  peasants’  state.  Suffice  it  to  mention  that  the  historical  Ad¬ 
dress  of  the  Council  of  People’s  Commissars  of  the  Russian  Federation 
to  the  Chinese  People  and  to  the  Governments  of  South  and  North 
China  of  July  25th,  1919,  which  set  forth  the  principles  of  Soviet- 
Chinese  friendship,  was  published  in  China  only  at  the  end  of  March 
1920.  1  But  a  spokesman  tor  the  North  China  Foreign  Ministry  claim¬ 
ed  even  on  April  4th,  1920,  that  the  Soviet  note  of  July  25th,  1919, 
had  not  yet  been  received. 1  2 

All  this  goes  to  show  the  great  merit  of  the  first  Chinese  demo¬ 
crats,  who  hailed  the  revolution  in  Russia.  In  an  interview  with  Japa¬ 
nese  and  Indian  pressmen,  Sun  Yat-sen  stated,  back  in  the  spring  of 
1918,  that  the  nations  of  Asia  should  recognize  Soviet  Russia.  In  the 
summer  of  1918  he  sent  a  message  of  greetings  to  Lenin.  Since  the 
cable  could  not  reach  Moscow  directly  from  China,  over  several  war 
fronts,  Sun  Yat-sen  forwarded  it  through  Chinese  emigres  in  the 
United  States.  On  August  1st,  1918,  Georgy  Chicherin,  People’s  Com¬ 
missar  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Russian  Federation,  thanked  him 
for  his  greetings  and  confirmed  Sun  Yat-sen’s  statement  that  the  Rus¬ 
sian  and  Chinese  revolutions  had  common  goals.  3  This  correspond¬ 
ence  marked  the  beginning  of  Sun  Yat-sen’s  cooperation  with  Soviet 
Russia. 

Although  historical  experience  convinced  Sun  Yat-sen  of  the  need 
to  strengthen  the  anti-imperialist  alliance  of  Russia  and  China  as  a 
requisite  for  national  salvation,  he  did  not  accept  the  idea  of  class 
struggle  and  of  working-class  dictatorship. 

The  evolution  from  revolutionary  democracy  to  scientific  socialism 
was  much  more  consistent  in  the  case  of  the  group  of  the  first  Marx¬ 
ists,  represented,  primarily,  by  Li  Ta-chao  and  Chu  Chiu-po.  The 
former  was  an  embodiment  of  the  continuity  of  the  Chinese  people’s 
patriotic  and  revolutionary  traditions  at  different  stages  of  their  strug¬ 
gle,  the  herald  and  organizer  of  the  transition  to  Marxist-Leninist  po¬ 
sitions  of  the  finest  representatives  of  revolutionary  democracy.  4  “The 
current  Russian  revolution  is  the  greatest  turning  point  in  history,” 
he  wrote  in  July  1918,  “and  like  the  French  revolution,  it  will  prede¬ 
termine  the  development  of  civilization  in  future  centuries  ...We  must 
greet  the  Russian  revolution  with  pride,  as  the  beacon  of  a  new  world 
civilization.  We  must  listen  attentively  for  news  from  the  new  Russia, 
which  is  being  built  on  principles  of  freedom  and  humanism.  Only 
then  shall  we  be  in  step  with  world  progress.”  5 

1  Peng  Ming.  History  of  Sino-Soviet  Friendship.  Moscow,  1959,  pp.  71-72. 

2  History  Notes,  Vol.  65,  1959,  p.  11. 

3  S.  L.  Tikhvinsky.  Sun  Yat-sen.  Foreign  Policy  Views  and  Practices.  Moscow, 
1964,  pp.  222-223. 

4  For  details  see  preface  by  Y.  M.  Garushyants  to  Li  Ta-chao’s  book,  Select¬ 
ed  Articles  and  Speeches.  Moscow,  1965,  pp.  3-34;  M.  Sladkovsky.  Fighter  and 
Internationalist.  Fhe  40th  Anniversary  of  Li  Fa-chad’s  Fragic  Death  ( Pravda , 
April  28th  1967). 

5  Li  Ta-chao.  Selected  Articles  and  Speeches.  Moscow,  1965,  pp.  61-67. 
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Comparing  the  works  of  Li  Ta-chao,  we  can  trace  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  his  world  outlook  and  see  how,  under  the  influence  of  the  Oc¬ 
tober  Revolution,  he  came  to  realize  the  vanguard  role  of  the  working 
class.  “The  workers  are  uniting  with  their  brothers  everywhere  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  rational  association  of  producers,  to  wipe  out  state  borders,  and 
to  abolish  the  bourgeois  class  all  over  the  world,”  1  he  wrote  in  Janua¬ 
ry  1919,  without  yet  mentioning  the  proletarian  revolution.  Some  of 
Li  Ta-chao’s  materialistic  views  took  shape  during  the  revolutionary- 
democratic  period  of  his  activities,  but  he  accepted  the  Marxist  meth¬ 
od  of  cognition  and  of  society’s  revolutionary  transformation  only 
in  1919,  during  the  November  discussion  on  questions  of  war,  peace, 
and  the  revolution.  2 

“Although  Bolshevism  was  created  by  the  Russians,  it  reflects  the 
awakening  of  all  20th-century  mankind,”  3  Li  Ta-Chao  wrote.  He 
made  vigorous  efforts  to  popularize  Marxism-Leninism  and  the 
achievements  of  the  proletarian  revolution  in  Russia,  urging  people 
to  study  Bolshevism,  to  tell  the  truth  about  the  new  Russia.  “It  is,”  he 
said,  “the  new  era  of  the  world  revolution,  the  new  era  of  mankind’s 
awakening.  And  in  this  dismal  China,  in  dead  Peking,  we  seem  to 
feel  its  bright  ray,  which,  like  a  starlet  in  jet-black  darkness,  illumi¬ 
nates  the  road  for  the  new  human  race.  We  must  make  proper  use  of 
this  light,  press  forward,  and  work  for  the  good  of  mankind.  This 
will  be  our  salute  to  the  new  epoch.”4 

A  tremendous  impression  was  produced  on  the  studentry  by  Li 
Ta-chao’s  statement:  “The  victorious  banners  of  Bolshevism  and  its 
triumphal  songs  will  from  now  on  be  seen  and  heard  everywhere.  The 
tocsin  of  humanism  has  been  sounded.  The  dawn  of  freedom  has 
come.  The  future  world  will  be  a  world  of  the  red  banner.”  5  Li  Ta- 
chao  produced  a  constellation  of  prominent  Chinese  Communists. 
They  included  Teng  Chu-hsia,  leader  of  the  Chinese  trade  unions, 
Chang  Tai-lei,  head  of  the  Canton  commune,  Tsai  Ho-sen  and  Chu 
Tsu-poa,  Political  Bureau  members  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  China.  In  later  years  Li  Ta-chao  organized  the 
movement  for  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  China  and  contributed  to  the  creation  of  the  single 
anti-imperialist  front  of  the  CPC  and  the  Kuomintang.  6  Until  his 
execution  in  1927,  Li  Ta-Chao  continued  his  thorough  theoretical  ef¬ 
forts  to  study  the  ideas  of  historical  materialism,  disseminate  and  ap- 


1  Li  Ta-chao.  Selected  Articles  and  Speeches.  Moscow,  1965,  p.  85. 

2  For  details  see  Y.  M.  Garushyants.  Ideological  Struggle  among  Chinese  In¬ 
tellectuals  at  the  End  of  1918  and  the  Beginning  of  1919  ( Soviet  Sinology,  No.  1, 
1958,  pp.  60-61). 

3  Ibid.  p.  81. 

4  Ibid.  pp.  85-86. 

5  Ibid.  p.  80. 

6  R.  A.  Mirovitskaya.  Movement  in  China  for  the  Recognition  of  Soviet  Rus¬ 
sia  (1920-1924).  Moscow,  1962;  M.  F.  Yuriev.  Establishment  of  Cooperation  be¬ 
tween  the  CPC  and  Sun  Yat-sen  in  1921-1924  (in  the  book  Sun  Yat-sen,  1866- 
1966.  The  centenary  of  Sun  Yat-sen  s  Birth,  Moscow,  1966,  pp.  146-169). 
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ply  them  in  Chinese  conditions.  Li  Ta-chao  was  the  author  of  the  first 
biography  of  Lenin  in  the  Chinese  language. 

Chu  Chiu-po  became  a  Marxist  in  the  spring  of  1920.  In  his  pre¬ 
face  to  a  collection  of  short  stories  by  Russian  authors  (1920)  he  no¬ 
ted:  “Everybody  in  our  country  is  now  showing  interest  in  Russia,  and 
Russian  literature  has  become  a  lodestar  for  the  Chinese  writers.”  1 
On  October  16th,  1920,  Chu  Chiu-po  went  to  Moscow,  where  he  had 
meetings  with  Lenin.  He  was  the  first  Chinese  journalist  to  visit  the 
Land  of  Soviets.  His  travel  notes  told  the  truth  about  Russia.  He 
joined  the  Communist  Party  of  China  in  1922  and  soon  became  one 
of  its  most  prominent  theoreticians. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  the  ideas  of  Marxism  were  unknown 
in  China  prior  to  1917.  The  bourgeois  reformer  Liang  Chi-chao  refer¬ 
red  to  Karl  Marx  back  in  1899.  The  newspaper  Min  Pao,  mouthpiece 
of  Chinese  revolutionary  democratic  emigres  in  Japan,  published  two 
reviews  of  the  writings  and  works  of  the  founders  of  Marxism.  They 
came  from  the  pen  of  Chu  Chih-hsin,  a  close  friend  of  Sun  Yat-sen, 
who  died  in  1920.  In  1906  the  first  chapter  of  the  Manifesto  of  the 
Communist  Party  was  published  in  Chinese  and  in  1912 — Friedrich 
Engels’  Socialism,  Utopian  and  Scientific.  But  it  was  only  after  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  that  the  fragmentary  information 
on  scientific  socialism,  possessed  by  China’s  progressive  intellectuals, 
turned  into  a  world  outlook,  the  ideological  conviction  of  the  van¬ 
guard  of  Chinese  society. 

The  very  first  years  after  the  October  Revolution  saw  the  publica¬ 
tion  in  Chinese  of  many  Marxist  classics,  such  as  Wage  Labour  and 
Capital  (1919),  Manifesto  of  the  Communist  Party  (1920),  and  Wages, 
Price  and  Profit  (1922).  Lenin’s  work,  Political  Parties  in  Russia  and 
the  ‘ Tasks  of  the  Proletariat  was  first  printed  in  Chinese  in  1919.  A  to¬ 
tal  of  about  10  works  by  Lenin  were  translated  into  Chinese  before 
the  Communist  Party  of  China  was  founded  in  July  1921.  They  includ¬ 
ed  From  the  Destruction  of  the  Old  Social  System  to  the  Creation 
of  the  New,  A  Great  Beginning,  Speech  Delivered  at  the  3rd  All-Rus¬ 
sia  Congress  of  the  Councils  of  National  Economy,  Economics  and 
Politics  in  the  Era  of  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat,  speeches  de¬ 
livered  at  the  8th  and  9th  Congresses  of  the  Russian  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  (Bolsheviks). 

It  is  pertinent  to  note,  however,  that  the  main  Marxist  classics 
were  not  translated  in  China  until  the  thirties,  i.e.  10-15  years  after 
the  establishment  of  the  CPC.  2  The  long  absence  of  such  translations 


1  Quoted  from  M.  E.  Schneider’s  Creative  Endeavours  of  Chu  Chiu-po , 
Moscow,  1964,  p.  23. 

2  For  the  sake  of  comparison  it  should  be  noted  that  in  Russia  the  princi¬ 
pal  works  by  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  were  translated  20-30  years  before 
the  foundation  of  the  Social-Democratic  Party:  Manifesto  of  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  in  1869  and  1882;  the  first  volume  of  Capital  in  1872;  most  of  the  Anti- 
Duhring  in  1879;  Wage  Labour  and  Capital  in  1894;  Poverty  of  Philosophy  in 
1886:  Socialism,  Utopian  and  Scientific  in  1884;  The  Civil  War  in  France  in  1874. 


SOVIET  PRESS  COMMENT 


31 


could  not  be  compensated  by  the  study  of  Marxist  classics  in  English, 
French,  or  Japanese.  This  explains  in  a  way  the  scholastic  character 
of  the  first  groups  of  Chinese  Communists,  who  were  divorced  from 
the  masses  and  theoretically  immature.  True  revolutionaries,  joining 
the  Party,  were  given  a  fragmentary  idea  of  communism,  gleaned 
from  slogans,  newspapers  and  popular  pamphlets.  Lenin  had  warned 
against  this  method  of  assimilating  the  scientific  theory  of  socialism. 

The  situation  was  made  even  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  the 
first  Chinese  Communists  were  confronted  by  a  host  of  opponents — 
from  ideologists  of  feudal  reaction,  who  had  not  broken  with  Confu¬ 
cianism  as  yet,  to  representatives  of  western-type  liberal  bourgeois 
thought,  such  as  the  noted  philosophers  John  Dewey  and  Bertrand 
Russell,  who  then  taught  in  China  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
country’s  public  life. 

One  of  the  main  peculiarities  in  the  spread  of  Marxism  in  China 
was  that  its  first  translators  and  popularizers  included  people  who,  on 
the  whole,  remained  adherents  of  bourgeois-democratic  principles. 
They  sought  in  Marxism,  primarily,  a  doctrine  which  would  indicate 
the  road  to  national  salvation.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  also  that  the 
first  generation  of  Chinese  Marxists  received  traditional  education  in 
the  country.  This  scholastic  background  found  reflection  in  their 
dogmatic,  rote-like  style  of  work.  Many  of  them  were  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  ancient  and  medieval  utopian  traditions,  reflecting  the  ide¬ 
ology  of  the  Chinese  peasantry  and  various  forms  of  European  pre- 
Marxian  socialism,  primarily  anarchism. 

Chu  Chiu-po  was  right  when  he  wrote  in  1920:  “Discussion  of  so¬ 
cialism  evokes  our  keen  interest.  However,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
young  people  of  Russia  in  the  1840’s,  our  notion  of  it  still  remains  va¬ 
gue,  as  though  we  are  watching  daybreak  through  a  lace-curtained 
window;  we  still  have  no  clear  idea  of  the  existing  socialist  trends, 
and  the  very  meaning  of  socialism  is  so  far  not  clear.  Ideology  can  be 
compared  with  turbulent  streams  which  mix  after  breaking  through 
a  dam  that  barred  them  for  a  long  time.”  1 

The  influence  of  traditional  scholasticism  and  naive  peasant  ideo¬ 
logy  was  manifest  also  in  the  first  works  by  Mao  Tse-tung.  He  began 
his  political  work  in  the  press  by  writing  an  article,  printed  in  the  ma¬ 
gazine  Hsin  7  s  inniang  in  April  1917,  which  dealt  with  the  importan¬ 
ce  of  physical  training  in  fostering  military  courage  and  in  fighting  for 
national  salvation.  The  French  Marxist  historian,  J.  Chesneaux,  be¬ 
lieves  it  has  much  in  common  with  the  programme  of  the  Czech  “Fal¬ 
cons.”  2  However,  it  had  its  own  national  sources,  namely,  concepts  of 
the  peasant  “Ihetwan”  uprising,  to  the  effect  that  physical  exercises 
made  the  Chinese  immune  to  European  bullets. 


1  Quoted  from  the  work  by  Ting  Shou-He,  Yin  Hsu-yi,  and  Chang  Poa-chow, 
Influence  of  the  October  Revolution  on  China.  Moscow,  1959,  p.  76. 

2  J.  Chesneaux.  Les  recherches  sur  I'histoire  moderne  et  contemporaine  de  la 
Chine  ( Revue  historique,  avril-juin  1966,  p.  421). 
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In  a  talk  with  Edgar  Snow,  Mao  Tse-tung  himself  said  that  he  be¬ 
came  a  Marxist  early  in  the  summer  of  1920.  But  his  subsequent,  rath¬ 
er  scarce  contributions  to  the  press  failed  to  transcend  the  limits  of 
general  democratic  ideas  with  an  admixture  of  elements,  borrowed 
from  Kropotkin’s  theory  on  the  social  structure  of  society.  It  is  not 
without  reason  that  the  Collected  Works  of  Mao  Tse-tung  include 
only  works  which  have  been  thoroughly  revised,  compared  to  the  first 
publications,  and  which  appeared  after  1926.  In  spite  of  this,  the  pre¬ 
sent-day  Chinese  falsifiers  of  history  present  Mao  Tse-tung  as  a  con¬ 
sistent  Marxist  from  the  very  first  steps  of  his  social  activity.  They  do 
not  even  mention  Mao’s  own  admissions  on  this  score:  “I  formerly 
had  various  non-Marxist  views  and  it  was  only  later  that  I  grasped 
Marxism.  I  learned  a  little  of  Marxism  from  books  and  made  the 
first  steps  in  my  ideological  self-reeducation,  but  my  reeducation  pro¬ 
ceeded  mainly  in  the  course  of  the  long  class  struggle.”  1 

In  reality,  Mao  Tse-tung  has  never  been  a  consistent  Marxist  and 
internationalist.  Back  in  the  first  half  of  the  thirties  he  launched  a 
factional  struggle  against  the  internationalist  trend  in  the  CPC.  In 
January  1935  he  managed  to  oust  several  of  his  prominent  opponents 
from  the  Party’s  leadership.  His  success  was  facilitated,  among  other 
things,  by  the  fact  that  a  part  of  the  Party  leaders  had  perished  in 
the  civil  war.  In  1941-1944  Mao  launched  a  campaign  “for  rectifying 
the  style,”  which,  in  fact,  meant  consolidation  of  the  power  of  Mao 
The-tung  and  his  followers  under  the  demagogical  pretext  of  over¬ 
coming  “foreign  cliches.”  2 

Parallel  with  the  ideological  quest  of  progressive  intellectuals, 
many  of  whom  went  over  to  Marxist  positions  in  the  years  immediate¬ 
ly  following  the  October  Revolution,  this  period  was  marked  by  an 
even  more  important  process:  the  “May  4th  Movement”  of  1919  laid 
the  beginning  for  the  merging  of  Marxism  with  the  revolutionary 
struggle  of  the  Chinese  people.  The  ideas  of  socialism  became  strong¬ 
ly  entrenched  in  the  spiritual  life  of  Chinese  society  in  the  course  of 
the  national  liberation  revolution  of  1925-1927,  when  the  CPC  be¬ 
came  a  really  mass  party. 

The  ideas  of  October,  the  ideas  of  communism,  continued  to 
spread  in  China  in  the  1930’s-1940’s.  A  big  group  of  intellectuals, 
headed  by  Lu  Hsin,  Mao  Tun,  and  Lao  She,  world-famous  writers, 
went  over  to  the  positions  of  scientific  socialism.  3  The  first  attempts 
were  made  to  investigate  the  history  and  culture  of  China  from 
Marxist  positions. 

The  spreading  of  progressive  ideology  encountered  great  difficul¬ 
ties.  At  the  end  of  February  1930,  the  Kuomintang  government  in 


1  Mao  Tse-tung.  On  the  Question  of  Correctly  Solving  Contradictions  within 
the  People.  Moscow,  1957,  p.  26. 

2  B.  Zanegin,  A.  Mironov,  Y.  Mikhailov.  On  the  Events  in  China.  Moscow, 
1967,  p.  56. 

3  See  V.  Sorokin.  Development  of  Lu  Hsins  Outlook,  Moscow,  1958;  V.  So¬ 
rokin,  L.  Eidlin.  Chinese  Literature,  A  Brief  Account,  Moscow,  1962. 
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Nanking  published  an  extraordinary  criminal  code,  stipulating, 
among  other  things,  that  “anyone  using  the  written  language,  oral 
speech,  or  drawing  to  conduct  propaganda  against  the  nation,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  death  or  life  imprisonment.”  This  Draconic  legislation, 
covering  all  forms  of  popularizing  Marxism,  remained  in  force  till 
1949.  The  list  of  works,  banned  by  the  reactionary  Kuomintang  go¬ 
vernment  included  several  score  books  which,  as  apparent  from  the 
titles  were  about  the  October  Socialist  Revolution  and  different  pro¬ 
blems  of  Marxism.  Their  number  was  much  greater,  in  fact,  because 
it  was  common  practice  of  the  revolutionary  underground  to  publish 
books  under  changed  titles.  Thus,  Lenin’s  work  The  Tasks  of  the 
Youth  Leagues  was  published  under  the  title  Rules  of  Bank  Book¬ 
keeping. 

The  experience  of  the  October  Revolution  and  its  application  in 
China  were  studied  and  discussed  by  the  Chinese  Communists  in  the 
difficult  conditions  of  underground  struggle  and  guerilla  warfare. 
This  theoretical  work  permitted  the  Communist  Party  of  China  to 
elaborate  a  correct  strategic  line,  which  ensured,  in  the  final  count, 
the  victory  of  the  people’s  revolution. 

One  of  the  decisive  factors  in  the  victory  of  the  Chinese  people’s 
revolution  in  1949  was  the  assistance  received  from  the  Soviet  people. 
The  Soviet  Union  was  the  only  country  to  render  systematic,  selfless 
help  to  the  national  liberation  struggle  of  the  Chinese  people.  During 
the  war  against  imperialist  Japan,  the  USSR  supplied  China  with  885 
aircraft,  sent  over  a  thousand  military  experts  and  granted  it  a  credit 
of  250  million  dollars.  Captured  Japanese  weapons  were  handed  over 
to  the  People’s  Revolutionary  Army,  when  the  Soviet  forces  complet¬ 
ed  their  liberation  mission  and  withdrew  from  Manchuria.  After  the 
victory  of  the  people’s  revolution,  the  Soviet  Union  granted  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic  of  China  easy  long-term  credits  to  the  total  value  of 
1,816  million  roubles.  Over  22,000  Chinese  specialists  were  trained 
in  the  USSR  and  more  than  10,000  Soviet  experts  helped  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  a  socialist  economy  in  China.  More  than  half  of  all 
machinery,  turned  out  by  the  Chinese  industry,  is  made  according  to 
Soviet  blueprints.  The  Soviet  Republic  has  always  rendered  the  Chi¬ 
nese  people  powerful  diplomatic  support,  upheld  their  national  pride 
and  sovereignty,  worked  for  the  recognition  of  China’s  rights  in  the 
United  Nations. 

The  colossal  political,  ideological,  and  material  assistance  given 
by  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  Chinese  people  throughout  their  long 
struggle  against  internal  reaction  and  international  imperialism  and, 
particularly,  the  victory  over  imperialist  Japan  did  much  to  strength¬ 
en  the  friendship  between  the  peoples  of  the  USSR  and  China. 

The  present  masterminds  of  the  “cultural  revolution”  had  in  their 
time  paid  tribute  to  the  great  contribution  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  subsequently  the  Soviet  State,  to  the  revolutionary  vic¬ 
tories  of  the  Chinese  people.  They  rightly  warned  against  underesti¬ 
mating  this  contribution.  The  selfsame  Kang  Sheng  wrote  in  those 

5—18 


34 


SOVIET  PRESS  COMMENT 


days:  “It  would  be  a  mistake  to  go  to  extremes  in  fighting  dogmatism 
by  rejecting  utterly  the  general  truths  of  Marxism-Leninism,  the  uni¬ 
versal  significance  of  the  October  Revolution’s  basic  experience  and 
of  the  Soviet  Union’s  experience  in  construction,  by  laying  stress  much 
too  one-sidedly  on  the  national  features  of  one’s  country.”  1 

Marxism-Leninism  and  methods  of  socialist  construction  in  the 
USSR  began  to  be  studied  extensively  in  the  first  years  of  the  People’s- 
Republic  of  China.  Apart  from  translations,  reviews,  and  populariza¬ 
tion  of  Soviet  literature,  the  two  countries  exchanged  delegations  and 
specialists.  Thousands  of  Chinese  students  studied  in  the  USSR. 

However,  emphasis  was  laid  on  studying  Soviet  technology,  natu¬ 
ral  sciences,  and  practical  economics.  Less  attention  was  paid  to  theo¬ 
retical  questions  of  scientific  socialism.  Marxist  classics  were  published 
in  small  editions  with  poor  reference  material.  Research  on  the  histo¬ 
ry  and  culture  of  foreign  nations  has  in  general  been  neglected  in 
China.  Unfortunately,  the  history  of  the  USSR  was  no  exception  to 
this  rule.  The  experience  of  the  October  Revolution  was  elucidated 
only  in  popular  literature.  Only  problems  of  Russian-Chinese  and  So- 
viet-Chinese  relations  were  investigated.  This  gap  was  not  covered  by 
translations.  The  only  works  of  Soviet  authors  on  the  history  of  the 
USSR,  published  in  Chinese,  were  a  few  pamphlets  and  textbooks 
edited  by  A.  M.  Pankratova  and  A.  V.  Shestakov. 

The  Mao  group’s  departure  from  Marxism  and  the  splitting  policy 
of  the  Peking  leadership  have  by  no  means  nullified  the  influence 
exerted  for  years  by  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution  and  scienti¬ 
fic  socialism  on  China,  its  people,  and  its  Communist  Party.  The  “cul¬ 
tural  revolution”  in  China  did  not  end  in  January  or  March  1967,  as 
planned  by  its  initiators.  They  no  longer  fix  deadlines  for  their  “vic¬ 
tory”  now.  One  of  the  reasons  for  the  Maoist  setbacks  is  the  influence 
of  the  ideas  of  scientific  communism  and  internationalism.  Having 
broken,  in  practice,  with  the  traditions  of  proletarian  international¬ 
ism,  with  the  traditions  of  friendship  between  the  peoples  of  China 
and  the  USSR,  the  Peking  leaders  deem  it  necessary,  nonetheless,  to 
voice  continuously  their  loyalty  to  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolu¬ 
tion,  to  the  ideas  of  Lenin.  However,  inner  logics  of  Maoist  ideology, 
its  chauvinistic  and  dogmatic  essence,  prompt  the  Peking  propaganda- 
mongers  to  alternate  hypocritical  exclamations  more  and  more  often 
with  franker  pronouncements,  claiming  arbitrarily  that  the  experience 
of  the  Chinese  revolution  and,  in  particular,  of  the  current  “cultural 
revolution,”  is  of  universal  significance. 

Peking  has  elaborated  a  whole  system  of  sophisticated,  dogmatic 
methods,  designed  to  make  leftist  demagogy  serve  its  chauvinistic 
great-power  ends.  It  is  based  on  the  Maoist  anti-Marxist  concept  of 
world  revolution,  which  ignores  the  diverse  strategies  and  tactics  pur¬ 
sued  by  various  Communist  Parties,  the  multifarious  historic  condi- 

1  Kang  Sheng.  Chinese  Revolution,  Continuation  of  the  Cause  of  the  Great 
October  Revolution  (in  the  book  The  Great  October  Revolution  and  the  World 
Liberation  Movement.  Vol.  1,  Moscow,  1958,  p.  333). 
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tions  of  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  the  working  people  and  re¬ 
duces  the  revolution  to  an  armed  putsch  or  war. 

Lin  Piao’s  article  “Long  Live  the  Victory  of  People’s  War!”  (ma¬ 
gazine  Hung  Chi ,  No.  10,  1965),  which  contains  the  quintessence  of  the 
latest  Maoist  revelations,  has  marked  a  new  phase  of  Peking  propa¬ 
ganda.  Identifying  the  political  struggle  of  the  working  class  with 
violence  exclusively,  Lin  Piao  contraposes  the  Russian  revolution  to 
the  revolution  and  civil  war  in  China,  which,  he  claims,  is  a  model 
of  revolutions  for  all  times  and  peoples.  “Of  all  the  people’s  wars  di¬ 
rected  by  the  working  class  that  the  modern  world  knows,”  he  wrote, 
“this  people’s  war  proved  to  be  the  most  complicated  one  in  character 
and  yielded  the  richest  experience.”  The  correct  statement  that  the 
“Chinese  revolution  is  a  continuation  of  the  Great  October  Socialist 
Revolution”  was  used  by  the  author  only  to  minimize  the  significance 
of  the  October  Revolution,  whose  experience,  he  claimed,  is  adaptable 
only  to  the  developed  capitalist  countries  where  revolutions  are  not 
forthcoming.  Lin  Piao  substitutes  the  idea  of  an  alliance  between  the 
working  class  of  the  industrially  advanced  nations  and  the  peoples  of 
the  colonies  with  the  idea  of  an  uprising  of  the  “world  countryside” 
against  the  “world  urban  areas,”  the  idea  of  a  war  of  “poor  peoples” 
against  “rich  peoples.”  This  slogan  is  eloquent  proof  of  the  Mao  Tse- 
tung  group's  rupture  with  the  ideas  of  proletarian  internationalism. 

The  farther  the  Mao  group  sinks  into  the  bog  of  nationalism  and 
petty-bourgeois  adventurism,  the  farther  it  departs  from  a  more  or 
less  objective  evaluation  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution. 
“This  revolution,”  Jenmin  Jihpao  claims,  “could  not  solve  a  whole 
line  of  questions,  such  as  the  question  of  who  will  beat  whom  in  a 
socialist  country — the  proletariat  or  the  bourgeoisie;  the  problem  of 
preserving  the  proletarian  power,  of  strengthening  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat  and  preventing  the  restoration  of  capitalism.”  1  Dispa¬ 
ragement  of  the  October  Revolution,  which  is  presented  as  an  “inef¬ 
fectual”  revolution,  is  accompanied  by  self-glorification  of  the  Peking 
leadership. 

"The  Communist  Party  of  China  is  a  great,  glorious,  and  right¬ 
eous  party...  Our  party  is  a  party  of  the  proletarian  revolution, 
which  has  proved  equal  to  history’s  most  difficult,  longest,  and  most 
complicated  struggle,”  says  the  communique  of  the  11th  Plenary 
Meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of  China. 
The  Chinese  people  and  the  Chinese  Communists  have  every  right  to 
be  proud  of  the  feats  of  their  revolutionaries,  of  their  revolutionary 
victories,  against  which  the  Mao  group  is  now  directing  its  offensive. 
But  this  legitimate  pride  is  incompatible  with  contempt  for  the  revo¬ 
lutionaries  of  other  countries. 

The  historically  justified  forcible  seizure  of  power  by  the  Russian 
working  class  is  being  elevated  to  the  absolute  by  the  Maoists.  “The 


Jenmin  Jihpao,  January  1st,  1967. 
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history  of  the  October  Revolution,”  the  newspaper  Jenmin  Jihpao 
says,  “has  shown  that  the  key  task  and  supreme  form  of  the  revolution 
is  the  armed  seizure  of  power.  This  is  confirmed  also  by  the  history 
of  revolutions  in  other  countries.  Such  is  the  general  law  of  revolu¬ 
tions  for  all  peoples,  such  is  the  immutable  truth.”  1  The  dogmatists 
close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  October  uprising  was,  in  fact,  the 
most  bloodless  of  all  revolutions,  and  that  the  bloody  civil  war  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  which  was  at  the  same  time  the  liberation  war  against  foreign  in¬ 
tervention,  was  brought  about  only  by  the  extreme  forms  of  resist¬ 
ance  put  up  by  the  counter-revolutionary  Russian  bourgeoisie,  backed 
by  international  imperialism.  The  doctored  evaluations  of  the  histo¬ 
rical  experience  of  the  October  Revolution  do  not  end  there,  however. 
The  Mao  group  is  crossing  out  everything  that  has  been  said  and  re¬ 
corded  at  the  Moscow  Meetings  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties  in  1957  and  1960,  including  the  thesis  on  the  diversity  of 
forms  of  transition  to  socialism.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  documents 
of  creative  Marxism-Leninism  bear  their  signatures,  too.  For  them 
the  multiformity  of  transition  to  socialism  boils  down  to  the  question 
of  where  the  armed  uprising  starts — in  the  town  or  countryside. 

Lenin  wrote:  “The  experience  of  the  revolution  shows  that  chan¬ 
ges  in  the  form  of  government  are  not  difficult,  that  it  is  possible  to 
oust  the  ruling  class  of  landowners  and  capitalists  in  a  short  time,  if 
the  revolution  develops  successfully  it  may  be  done  in  a  few  weeks, 
but  the  reorganization  of  the  fundamental  conditions  of  economic  life, 
the  struggle  against  habits  that  in  the  course  of  hundreds  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  have  become  second  nature  to  every  petty  proprietor 
is  something  that  requires  many  long  years  of  persistent  organiza¬ 
tional  work  after  the  exploiting  classes  have  been  completely  over¬ 
thrown.”  2  Rejection  of  this  Leninist  principle  has  led  the  present 
CPC  leadership  to  adventuristic  campaigns  in  regard  to  the  economy, 
to  the  maltreatment  and  routing  of  Party  functionaries,  who  tried  to 
effect  rational  economic  management. 

Maoist  propaganda  is  degenerating  from  the  policy  of  ignoring  the 
October  experience  to  its  open  renunciation,  as  well  as  open  renun¬ 
ciation  of  past  revolutionary  battles  of  the  Chinese  people.  “The  cul¬ 
tural  revolution,”  Jenmin  Jihpao  says,  “is  an  unprecedented  revolu¬ 
tion,  the  greatest,  most  profound  revolution...  known  to  the  history  of 
the  world  revolutionary  movement.”  3 

The  army,  and  not  the  Party  apparatus,  is  increasingly  becoming 
the  centre  of  ideological  work  in  China.  Not  long  ago,  the  Army  new¬ 
spaper  Chiehfang  Jihpao  compared  the  effect  produced  by  a  tatsupao 
(wall-paper)  call  to  “open  fire  on  the  HQ”  to  the  Aurora  cannon  shot. 
It  was  personally  written  by  Mao  Tse-tung.  The  newspaper  called  it 
a  “new  great  signal  shot,  which  ushered  in  a  new  era  in  human  his- 


1  Jenmin  Jihpao,  November  7,  1965. 

2  Lenin.  Collected  Works,  Vol.  29,  p.  520. 

3  Jenmin  Jihpao,  April  23,  1967. 
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tory.”  1  Indeed,  the  history  of  the  international  communist  movement 
knows  no  such  profanation  of  the  ideas  of  the  socialist  revolution. 

One  of  the  convincing  examples  of  the  Mao  group’s  rupture  with 
the  revolutionary  internationalist  traditions  of  the  CPC  is  the  shame¬ 
ful  campaign,  launched  against  honouring  the  memory  of  Chu  Chiu- 
po,  who  was  executed  by  the  Kuomintang  hangmen  in  1935.  The 
HQ  of  the  so-called  revolutionary  tsaofans  of  the  Law  and  Political 
Sciences  Institute  puts  out  a  special  newspaper,  Tao  Chu  chanpao 
(Militant  Newspaper  for  Punishing  Chu  Chiu-po),  which  slanders  in 
every  one  of  its  issues  this  outstanding  revolutionary,  passionate  po- 
pularizer  of  Marxism  and  of  the  Soviet  Union’s  achievements,  trans¬ 
lator  of  Lenin’s  works,  and  author  of  the  Chinese  text  of  the  Interna¬ 
tionale. 

Here  is  a  typical  quotation  from  this  newspaper:  “After  Chu  Chiu- 
po  had  wormed  his  way  into  the  Party,  he  wrote  several  articles, 
which  show  that  he  did  not  adhere  to  proletarian  positions,  did  not 
use  Marxist  views  and  methods  for  the  correct  popularization  of  Mar¬ 
xism,  but  went  out  of  his  way  to  slander  socialism  and  the  proletarian 
dictatorship  in  the  USSR,  effected  under  the  personal  leadership  of 
Lenin  (they  have  in  view  references  to  the  difficulties  of  socialist  con¬ 
struction,  contained  in  Chu  Chiu-po’s  essays — Author),  and  also  the 
Chinese  revolution  and  the  Chinese  people.”  2  The  publication  of  this 
sheet  is  not  a  chance  sortie  of  irresponsible  people.  It  is  put  out  on  the 
direct  instructions  of  Chou  En-lai,  who  called  Chu  Chiu-po  a  traitor 
in  his  harangues  at  tsaofan  meetings  of  March  21st  and  May  21st, 
1967.  The  Peking  “leftist”  splitters  hate  Chu  Chiu-po  because  he  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  internationalist  trend  within  the  CPC  lead¬ 
ership. 

The  voices  of  true  internationalists  have  not  been  heard  in  China 
for  a  long  time  now.  The  Chinese  press  is  baiting  everybody,  who  is 
suspected  of  sympathizing  with  the  USSR. 

An  episode  of  the  “cultural  revolution”  shows  patently  to  what 
lengths  the  Peking  leaders  have  gone  in  their  break  with  the  ideas  of 
the  October  Revolution,  with  Leninism.  In  May  1967,  the  newspaper 
Hunghsieh  hsuanchuanping,  mouthpiece  of  the  tsaofan  HQ  of  Peking 
publishing  workers,  accused  Hu  Chiao-mu,  former  assistant  chief  of 
the  Propaganda  Department  of  the  CPC  Central  Committee,  of  “be¬ 
littling  the  role  of  Chairman  Mao.”  In  reality,  his  book  Thirty  Years 
of  the  Communist  Party  of  China  does  not  lack  passages  glorifying 
Mao  Tse-tung.  Furthermore,  it  abounds  in  personal  pronouncements 
of  the  “great  helmsman.”  But  Hu  Chiao-mu  has  been  classified  as  a 
revisionist  at  the  present  stage  of  Mao’s  personality  cult.  In  the  opini¬ 
on  of  the  latter-day  inquisitors,  Hu  Chiao-mu’s  “crimes”  are  revealed 
in  his  pronouncements  on  the  importance  of  Marxism-Leninism  and 
the  October  Revolution  for  the  victory  of  the  Chinese  revolution.  The 


1  Chiehfang  Jihpao,  August  5th,  1967. 

2  Tao  Chu  chanpao,  May  20th,  1967. 
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authors  reproduce  an  “incriminating”  passage  from  his  book,  saying: 
“This  classical  work  of  Lenin’s  (Report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  the  Colonial  Questions  at  the  2nd  Congress  of  the  Commu¬ 
nist  International — Author ),  has  determined  correctly  the  main  di¬ 
rection  of  the  popular  revolution  of  the  oppressed  peoples  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  and  semi-colonies,  has  indicated  the  main  course  to  be  pursued 
by  the  Communists  in  the  national-revolutionary  movement,  and  has, 
thereby,  greatly  aided  the  Chinese  revolution.”  1 

The  newspaper  reproaches  Hu  Chiao-mu  for  not  stressing  the  role 
of  the  “great  Chairman  Mao”  in  the  final  solution  of  the  question  of 
the  revolution  in  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries.  Quoted  for  Hu 
Chiao-mu’s  edification  is  the  pronouncement  by  Chen  Po-ta,  theore¬ 
tician  of  the  “cultural  revolution”; 

“The  question  of  how  victory  can  be  achieved  in  the  colonial  and 
semi-colonial  countries,  could  practically  be  solved  neither  by  Lenin 
nor  Stalin  themselves,  because  theirs  was  a  capitalist  state.  And  only 
in  China,  under  the  leadership  of  Chairman  Mao,  it  was  proved  that 
the  proletariat  can  carry  out  a  revolution  in  one  colonial  or  semi-co¬ 
lonial  country,  and  then  turn  it  into  a  socialist  state.” 

For  the  sake  of  safety  and  in  order  to  strengthen  their  shaky  po¬ 
wer,  Mao  Tse-tung’s  group  is  seeking  to  stop  all  creative  studies  of 
Marxism-Leninism  in  China,  all  research  on  socialist  construction  in 
the  USSR  and  on  the  legacy  of  world  culture.  The  obscurantist  cam¬ 
paign  against  such  “advocates  of  lewdness’  as  Shakespeare  and  Bal¬ 
zac,  against  the  “bourgeois  critics”  Belinsky  and  Chernyshevsky,  aga¬ 
inst  Pushkin,  who  “was  unable,”  in  the  opinion  of  the  authors  of  a  col¬ 
lege  literature  textbook,  to  “grasp  dialectical  materialism,”  is  aimed 
at  erecting  a  “new  Chinese  wall”  to  bar  ideas,  liable  to  compete  with 
those  of  Maoism. 

Revived  in  this  way  is  the  spiritual  isolation  of  China,  which  was 
effected  in  the  17th- 19th  centuries  by  the  Chinese  emperors,  and 
which  had  nothing  in  common  with  the  interests  of  the  people.  The 
policy  of  isolation  brought  Maoism  temporary  successes.  Today,  the 
pivotal  point  of  the  policy  of  isolation  in  China  is  struggle  against  the 
influence  of  the  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution,  the  ideas  of  scienti¬ 
fic  communism,  the  experience  of  socialist  construction  in  the  USSR. 
The  Chinese  press  does  not  conceal  its  delight  about  the  current  in¬ 
vestigation  to  find  out  who  initiated  the  publication  in  Jenmin  Jihpao 
of  the  article  “Learn  from  the  Bolshevik  PravdaV\  who  suggested 
that  the  Chinese  Communists  should  study  Lenin’s  work  Phe  State 
and  the  Revolution,  who  used  the  Soviet  experience  in  setting  up  a 
state  farm  near  Peking,  etc. 

Trying  to  provide  a  theoretical  basis  for  the  present  political  and 
economic  confusion  in  China,  Lin  Piao  declared  at  the  CPC  11th  Ple¬ 
nary  Meeting: 


1  Hu  Chiao-mu.  Thirty  Years  of  the  Communist  Party  of  China.  Moscow, 
1952,  p.  11. 
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“United  actions  are  possible  only  when  unity  is  achieved  on  the 
basis  of  Mao  Tse-tung’s  ideas.  Such  a  huge  country,  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  700  million,  would  be  a  dish  of  sand  without  identity  of  ideas. 
Only  the  power  of  Mao  Tse-tung’s  ideas  is  able  to  unite  the  people  of 
all  the  country  ideologically.”  1  This  statement,  steeped  in  voluntaris¬ 
tic  disregard  for  the  laws  of  social  development  and  political  ma¬ 
turity  of  the  masses,  is  evidence  of  the  chasm  which  now  lies  between 
true  Marxism,  true  patriotism  and  internationalism,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  anti-popular  platform  of  the  Mao  Tse-tung  group,  on  the 
other. 

The  October  Revolution  has  always  had  many  enemies.  But  none 
of  them  have  ever  succeeded,  or  will  succeed,,  in  minimizing  its  great 
historical  importance,  nor  will  they  be  able  to  stem  the  triumphant 
advance  of  socialism  and  of  the  ideas  of  proletarian  internationalism. 
The  Mao  group  does  not  express  today  the  views  and  positions  of  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  Chinese  Communists,  which  is  borne  out  by 
the  keen  struggle  going  on  in  the  country.  The  Soviet  people  are  con¬ 
fident  of  the  final  victory  of  the  sound  forces  in  the  CPC,  equipped 
as  they  are  with  ideas  of  creative  Marxism-Leninism. 


Mirovaya  ekonomika  i  mezhdunarodniye  otnosheniya 

No.  10,  1967 


THE  WORKING  CLASS:  A  GREAT  FORCE  OF  TODAY 

Millions  of  working  people  the  world  over  enthusiastically  cele¬ 
brated  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution 
as  their  own,  cherished  jubilee.  Rallies  and  meetings,  scientific  con¬ 
ferences  and  exhibitions  commemorating  the  October  Revolution  have 
been  and  are  still  being  held,  in  many  countries.  A  socialist  emulation 
drive  has  been  launched  in  the  socialist  countries  in  honour  of  the 
anniversary.  Working  class  representatives  and  progressives  from 
more  than  90  countries  came  to  attend  the  celebrations  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

An  important  event  was  the  scientific  conference  “50  Years  of 
the  October  Revolution  and  the  International  Working  Class”  which 
once  again  demonstrated  that  the  ideas  of  Marxism-Leninism  that  in¬ 
spired  the  victorious  October  Revolution  have  now  become  firmly  en¬ 
trenched  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  millions  of  workers. 

The  most  important  historic  development  of  the  past  half  century 
is  the  radical  change  of  the  balance  of  forces  in  the  world  in  favour 
of  the  working  class,  in  favour  of  all  the  forces  of  progress,  democracy 
and  socialism,  as  emphasized  by  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of 
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the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  in  his  report  to  the  jubilee  meeting  in 
the  Kremlin  Palace  of  Congresses. 

The  idea  that  the  auspicious  results  of  the  world  working  class 
movement,  the  outstanding  achievements  of  socialism  denote  the  grow¬ 
ing  role  of  the  international  working  class  and  its  organizations,  ran 
through  all  the  speeches  of  prominent  leaders  of  the  working  class, 
democratic  and  national  liberation  movements  at  the  conference  at¬ 
tended  by  representatives  of  over  70  countries. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  Communist  Parties,  the  vanguard  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  numbered  only  a  few  hundred  thousand.  Today,  there  are 
50  million  members  in  88  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties.  The  trade 
unions,  the  most  massive  working  class  organizations,  are  infinitely 
stronger.  An  upshot  of  the  October  Revolution  was  that  in  two  years 
alone  trade  union  membership  zoomed  from  10  million  in  1917  to 
50  million  in  1919.  By  now,  the  trade  unions  have  a  membership  of 
205  million. 

Of  course,  the  strength  of  the  working  class  today  is  not  measured 
only  by  the  colossal  growth  in  membership  and  mass  structure  of  its 
organizations.  As  the  international  scientific  conference  pointed  out,  it 
is  primarily  determined  by  the  fact  that  a  third  of  the  world’s  work¬ 
ing  class  has  won  state  power  and  is  building  a  new  society. 

The  lessons  of  the  liberation  movements  in  Europe,  Africa,  in  the 
jungle  of  South-East  Asia  and  in  the  Latin  American  continent  leave 
no  doubt  that  the  future  destinies  of  peoples  and  states,  the  destinies 
of  mankind,  will  depend  to  a  decisive  degree  on  the  joint  effort  of  the 
world’s  working  class. 

The  international  revolutionary  movement,  the  international  work¬ 
ing  class,  manifest  a  growing  determination  to  accomplish  their  ide¬ 
als.  Any  social  movement  in  specific  present-day  conditions  must  be 
judged  by  its  attitude  to  the  struggle  waged  by  the  forces  of  revolu¬ 
tion  and  progress  against  the  forces  of  imperialism  and  reaction  at 
one  of  the  most  important  fronts — the  struggle  against  US  aggression 
in  Vietnam. 

The  appeal  of  the  International  Jubilee  Assembly  of  Trade  Uni¬ 
ons  in  Leningrad,  followed  by  the  call  of  the  international  Vietnam 
solidarity  meeting  in  Moscow,  aroused  widespread  response  among 
working  people.  The  French  General  Confederation  of  Labour,  the 
Trade  Union  General  Council  of  Japan  and  other  working  class  mass 
organizations  supported  the  idea  of  marking  an  international  day  of 
solidarity  with  the  heroic  Vietnamese  people  on  December  20,  1967 — - 
the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  South  Vietnam  National  Liberation 
Front.  An  important  event  in  the  anti-war  movement  spreading  far 
and  wide  in  the  United  States  is  the  National  Congress  of  Labour 
Union  Leadership  for  Peace  held  in  Chicago.  The  Congress  denoun¬ 
ced  Meany’s  and  the  AFL-CIO  leadership’s  backing  of  Johnson’s  po¬ 
licy  and  proclaimed  its  opposition  to  the  dirty  war  in  Vietnam. 

The  struggle  of  the  international  working  class  has  assumed  wide 
scope.  The  working  class  is  growing  more  active  on  many  other 
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fronts:  it  demands  an  end  to  the  Israeli  aggression  supported  by  the 
US,  British  and  West  German  imperialists;  it  seeks  to  eliminate  the 
growing  threat  to  Europe  presented  by  the  rise  of  revanchism  and 
growth  of  neo-fascism  in  West  Germany.  In  many  capitalist  countries 
the  working  people  are  fighting  grim  class  battles  against  the  infiltra¬ 
tion  of  state  monopoly  capital  seeking  to  deprive  the  working  class 
of  its  conquests  won  over  decades  of  struggle. 

There  is  no  force  that  can  swerve  the  working  class  of  the  world 
from  its  chosen  path,  inspired  by  the  October  victory.  The  working 
class  shall  fulfil  its  historic  tasks.  How  soon  it  will  be  depends  on  its 
unity  and  cohesion.  That  is  why  the  workers  from  different  countries 
in  different  languages  reiterate  their  militant  call:  “Workers  of  all 
countries,  unite!” 


'Tnid,  November  17,  1967 


BATTLE  STANDARD  OF  COMMUNISTS 

by  E.  KUSKOV 


Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Conference  of  representatives 
of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  of  the  socialist  countries  and 
the  Conference  of  representatives  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties  of  the  world.  These  gatherings  elaborated  and  adopted  the 
1957  Declaration  and  the  1960  Peace  Manifesto  which  stated  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “These  programme  documents  of  creative  Marxism-Leninism 
determined  the  fundamental  positions  of  the  international  communist 
movement  on  the  more  important  issues  of  our  time  and  contributed 
in  great  measure  towards  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  Communist  and 
Workers’  Parties  in  the  struggle  to  achieve  common  goals.  They  re¬ 
main  the  banner  and  guide  to  action  for  the  whole  of  the  internatio¬ 
nal  communist  movement.” 

The  1957  and  1960  Conferences  were  a  milestone  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  world  communist  movement  and  international  coopera¬ 
tion  of  its  detachments.  These  Conferences  worked  out  collectively 
the  general  course  for  the  fraternal  Parties  in  their  fight  for  peace, 
national  independence,  democracy  and  socialism. 

During  the  recent  50th  anniversary  celebrations  of  the  Great  Oc¬ 
tober  Socialist  Revolution,  the  achievements  of  Marxism-Leninism 
and  the  revolutionary  forces  of  our  epoch  were  critically  reviewed. 
The  unforgettable  October  anniversary  forcibly  demonstrated: 

—  the  growing  prestige  of  the  Leninist  Communist  Party  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  glorious  outcome  of  the  October  Revolution,  bul¬ 
wark  of  peace  and  socialism  on  our  planet; 

—  the  consolidation  and  advancement  of  the  world  socialist  sys¬ 
tem,  the  principal  accomplishment  of  the  international  working  class;. 
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—  the  mounting  solidarity  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Par¬ 
ties; 

—  the  strengthening  cooperation  between  the  principal  contem¬ 
porary  revolutionary  forces:  the  socialist  nations,  the  workers’  move¬ 
ment  and  the  national  liberation  movement. 

The  report  by  Comrade  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary,  Central 
Committee,  at  the  joint  session  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  of  the 
USSR  Supreme  Soviet  and  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  Russian  Fede¬ 
ration,  as  well  as  other  documents  of  the  session,  have  convincingly 
revealed  the  viability  of  communist  ideas  and  the  triumph  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  course  of  the  international  communist  movement.  These  remar¬ 
kable  documents  have  generalized  the  50-year  historic  experience  of 
socialism  revealing  inspiring  prospects  for  its  onward  march. 


Important  Changes 

The  communist  movement,  which  was  born  by  the  working  class, 
expresses  its  views,  ultimate  goals  and  aspirations.  It  is  the  vanguard 
of  the  working  class.  Marx  and  Engels,  the  founders  of  scientific  soci¬ 
alism,  were  firmly  convinced  of  the  strength  and  abilities  of  commun¬ 
ists  and  all  proletarians,  concluding  in  their  Communist  Manifesto 
that  a  Communist  Revolution  and  proletarian  victory  were  inevitable. 

The  communist  revolution,  beginning  in  1917,  broke  the  chain  of 
imperialism  in  Russia,  was  followed  by  the  triumph  of  socialism  in 
a  number  of  European  and  Asian  countries  and  continues  to  gain  mo¬ 
mentum.  Analyzing  it  the  participants  in  the  1957  Conference  stated: 
“The  main  content  of  our  epoch  is  the  transition  from  capitalism  to 
socialism  which  was  begun  by  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution 
in  Russia.” 

This  conclusion  of  Marxism-Leninism  has  been  fully  confirmed 
by  historical  development.  The  following  are  the  important  changes 
that  have  occurred  during  the  past  decade: 

—  the  Soviet  Union  has  entered  the  period  of  comprehensive 
construction  of  communism;  a  large  group  of  People’s  Democracies 
are  building  a  developed  socialist  society;  new  relations  have  evol¬ 
ved  between  states  where  the  socialist  system  has  triumphed: 

—  the  world  system  of  socialism  has  expanded:  the  torch  of  socia¬ 
lism  has  been  lit  in  the  Western  hemisphere,  in  Cuba; 

—  the  colonial  system  of  imperialism  is  collapsing  completely; 
from  the  mid-fifties  to  the  mid-sixties,  the  peoples  of  50  countries  gai¬ 
ned  national  sovereignty;  over  70  new  states  have  sprung  up  from 
the  shambles  of  former  colonial  empires.  An  important  feature  of  the 
present  national  liberation  movement  is  the  growing  number  of  libe¬ 
rated  countries  that  are  choosing  the  socialist  way  of  development; 

—  the  working  class  in  the  developed  capitalist  countries  is  better 
organized,  it  is  waging  more  active  struggles  against  the  omnipoten- 
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ce  of  the  monopolies.  From  1919  to  1939  there  were  165.6  thousand 
strikes  compared  with  309.8  thousand  between  1946  and  1966;  the 
number  of  strikers  increased  from  74.6  million  to  259.1  million.  The 
growing  number  of  political  strikes  has  been  the  principal  feature  of 
the  strike  movement  of  late; 

—  the  international  communist  movement  has  grown  considerab¬ 
ly.  Ten  years  ago  there  were  33  million  Communists,  whereas  now 
there  are  50  million  belonging  to  88  Communist  and  Workers’  Par¬ 
ties.  The  Communist  Parties  are  growing  on  all  continents.  Compa¬ 
red  with  1939  the  number  of  Communists  in  the  European  capitalist 
countries  has  increased  five-fold  (from  500,000  to  2.5  million),  in  the 
non-socialist  Asian  countries,  190-fold  (from  26,000  to  3.8  million),  in 
North  and  South  America  two-fold  (from  180  thousand  to  363  thou¬ 
sand)  and  in  Africa,  12-fold  (from  5  thousand  to  60  thousand). 

As  a  result  of  generalization  of  revolutionary  practice,  Marxist- 
Leninist  theory  has  been  further  developed,  especially  on  such  im¬ 
portant  questions  as  the  transition  from  socialism  to  communism,  the 
non-capitalist  path  of  development  of  the  young  national  states,  etc. 

The  revolutionary  forces  of  today  have  undoubtedly  made  further 
strides  forward  and  achieved  considerable  success.  But  each  stride  is 
a  result  of  stubborn,  often  bloody,  struggle.  The  1957  Declaration 
rightly  points  out  that  the  ruling  classes  do  not  yield  power  volunta¬ 
rily.  The  proletariat  and  its  allies  must  struggle  to  win  power. 


Militant  Call 

In  recent  years  imperialism  is  attempting  to  counterattack  at  cer¬ 
tain  sectors  of  the  revolutionary  front  and  retard  the  liberation  pro¬ 
cess.  This  is  confirmed  by  US  aggression  against  Vietnam,  interven¬ 
tion  in  Laos,  events  in  the  Middle  East,  imperialist-instigated  reac¬ 
tionary  coups  in  a  number  of  European,  Asian  and  African  countries, 
and  resurgence  of  West-German  militarism  and  revanchism.  Where¬ 
ver  blood  is  being  shed,  democracy  suppressed  and  “gorilla”  regimes 
set  up,  the  hand  of  imperialism  is  seen,  particularly  US  imperialism, 
the  most  reactionary  and  aggressive  of  all.  Facts  bear  out  the  conclu¬ 
sion  made  by  the  Communists  that  the  danger  of  aggressive  wars  will 
persist  as  long  as  imperialism  exists.  The  imperialist  maniacs  are  thre¬ 
atening  mankind  with  nuclear  war. 

The  call  issued  in  the  Communist  Peace  Manifesto  to  step  up  the 
struggle  against  the  war  danger  is  very  timely.  The  Communists,  ful¬ 
ly  realizing  their  responsibility  for  the  destinies  of  the  peoples,  have 
declared:  “War  is  not  inevitable.  War  can  be  prevented,  peace  can 
be  preserved  and  made  secure.”  But  all  peace-loving  forces  must  act 
to  make  this  a  reality.  The  1957  Conference  documents  point  out: 

"Peace  can  be  preserved  if  only  all  to  whom  it  is  dear  combine  their 
forces,  sharpen  their  vigilance  in  relation  to  the  machinations  of  the 
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war-instigators  and  become  fully  conscious  that  their  sacred  duty  is  to 
intensify  the  struggle  for  peace,  which  is  threatened.” 

The  militant  call  of  the  Communists  is  receiving  ever  wider  res¬ 
ponse  from  the  broad  masses  of  people.  American  military  crimes  in 
Vietnam  are  denounced  by  peace-loving  forces  in  all  countries.  The 
protest  movement  against  aggression  in  Vietnam  is  gaining  momen¬ 
tum  in  the  United  States  itself. 

The  Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist  countries  have  been  render¬ 
ing  active  assistance  to  the  heroic  Vietnamese  people.  They  are  send¬ 
ing  to  Vietnam  arms  and  ammunition,  food  and  clothing,  vehicles 
and  equipment.  This  is  a  vivid  manifestation  of  genuine  proletarian 
internationalism,  the  militant  solidarity  of  the  socialist  countries  with 
the  people  of  Vietnam.  The  Soviet  people  are  confident  that  the  Viet¬ 
namese  people  who  have  displayed  unheard-of  heroism,  will  win  in 
the  struggle  for  their  just  cause. 

The  Soviet  Union  is  strengthening  cooperation  with  the  fraternal 
socialist  countries  and  consistently  fighting  for  peace  and  internatio¬ 
nal  security,  for  peaceful  coexistence  of  states  with  different  social 
systems,  and  rendering  internationalist  assistance  to  victims  of  impe¬ 
rialist  aggression. 

Aware  of  the  predatory  nature  of  the  imperialist  circles  the  Soviet 
Union  is  constantly  strengthening  its  defence  capacity.  The  entire 
world  could  see  the  indomitable  might  of  the  Soviet  armed  forces  du¬ 
ring  the  November  1967  military  parade  on  Red  Square  in  Moscow. 
This  might  has  been  placed  at  the  service  of  peace  and  international 
security.  It  has  been  the  main  bulwark  of  peace  the  world  over. 

Ten  years  ago  the  Communists  issued  a  fervent  call  to  step  up  the 
struggle  for  peace.  This  call  for  vigilance  and  active  struggle  against 
the  imperialist  aggressors  today,  too,  shows  the  peoples  a  true  road  to 
defend  peace  and  prevent  a  world  thermonuclear  war. 


Unity:  Guarantee  of  Victory 

The  importance  of  the  1957  Conference  is  its  great  contribution 
to  the  cohesion  of  the  communist  movement  and  proletarian  interna¬ 
tionalism.  The  Declaration  said: 

“To  bring  about  real  solidarity  of  the  working  class,  of  all  work¬ 
ing  people  and  the  whole  of  progressive  mankind,  of  the  freedom- 
and  peace-loving  forces  of  the  world,  it  is  necessary  above  all  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  unity  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  to  foster  so¬ 
lidarity  between  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  of  all  countries. 
This  solidarity  is  the  core  of  still  greater  solidarity,  it  is  the  main  gu¬ 
arantee  of  the  victory  of  the  cause  of  the  working  class.” 

International  solidarity  and  proletarian  internationalism  are  in 
herent  in  the  very  nature  of  the  communist  movement.  Proletarian  in¬ 
ternationalism  lends  great  strength  to  every  Party.  Proletarian  in- 
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ternationalism  guides  the  Communists  in  the  struggle  for  power. 
Its  significance,  far  from  diminishing,  mounts  when  a  socialist  re¬ 
volution  triumphs  in  a  country.  Therefore  Marxist-Leninists  con¬ 
stantly  take  great  pains  to  strengthen  and  develop  the  militant  so¬ 
lidarity  of  Communists.  As  the  1960  Meeting  Statement  points  out: 

The  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  tirelessly  educate  the  wor¬ 
king  people  in  the  spirit  of  socialist  internationalism  and  intoleran¬ 
ce  of  all  manifestations  of  nationalism  and  chauvinism.  Solid  unity 
of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  and  of  the  peoples  of  the 
socialist  countries,  and  their  loyalty  to  the  Marxist-Leninist  doctri¬ 
ne  are  the  main  source  of  the  strength  and  invincibility  of  each  so¬ 
cialist  country  and  the  socialist  camp  as  a  whole.” 

Proletarian  internationalism  is  manifested  in  concrete  actions. 
It  is  necessary  to  unite  the  Communists  and  the  working  class  on 
the  principles  of  proletarian  internationalism,  to  struggle  against 
the  imperialist  bourgeoisie,  for  the  triumph  of  peace,  democracy, 
national  independence  and  socialism.  Lenin  pointed  out  that  impe¬ 
rialism  "must  be  fought.  And  one  must  know  how  to  fight  it,”  that 
the  world  socialist  revolution  “ must  be  helped.  And  we  have  to 
know  how  to  help  it.”  (Lenin.  Coll.  Works,  Vol.  27  pp.  64-65.)  To 
fight  imperialism  in  an  effective,  revolutionary  way  the  socialist  co¬ 
untries  must  above  all  develop  productive  forces  to  the  greatest 
extent  and  ensure  socialism’s  superiority  over  capitalism  in  all 
spheres  of  life.  It  is  necessary  for  the  Communists  of  the  non-so¬ 
cialist  countries  to  fight  against  the  omnipotence  of  the  monopolies 
and  the  aggressive  policy  of  the  ruling  circles,  against  all  reaction 
ary  forces,  for  the  cause  of  social  progress  and  socialism. 

The  main  tendency  of  the  present-day  communist  movement 
is  for  unity  and  strengthening  proletarian  internationalism.  The 
Karlovy  Vary  Conference  of  the  European  Communist  Parties,  other 
regional  meetings,  bilateral  talks  of  the  fraternal  Parties  and 
the  growing  movement  of  solidarity  with  the  heroic  Vietnamese 
people  and  the  people  of  the  Arab  countries  that  have  fallen  vic¬ 
tim  to  aggression — all  these  are  vivid  manifestations  of  proletarian 
internationalism.  The  50th  anniversary  celebrations  of  the  October 
Revolution  were  a  striking  demonstration  of  proletarian  internatio¬ 
nalism  and  solidarity  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the  first  socialist  state, 
a  grand  display  of  the  loyalty  of  the  revolutionary  forces  to  the  ca¬ 
use  and  ideas  of  the  October  Revolution. 

Cohesion  of  the  revolutionary  forces  is  opposed  by  the  Mao 
Tse-tung  group  which  is  pursuing  a  chauvinistic,  great-power  cour¬ 
se.  Its  entire  policy  is  aimed  at  undermining  the  unity  of  the  world 
socialist  commonwealth  and  international  communist  movement. 
This  harmful  course  runs  counter  to  the  interests  of  the  popular  re¬ 
volutionary  struggle  and  seriously  hampers  the  cause  of  socialism 
in  China. 

The  struggle  against  any  manifestations  of  nationalism  and 
chauvinism,  against  revisionism  and  dogmatism,  for  purity  and  ere- 


46 


SOVIET  PRESS  COMMENT 


ative  development  of  Marxist-Leninist  theory  is  the  way  to  streng¬ 
then  the  communist  movement  and  develop  proletarian  internatio¬ 
nalism,  the  way  designated  by  the  1957  Conference. 

Proletarian  internationalism  is  the  communist  watchword  lead¬ 
ing  to  cohesion  of  the  international  communist  movement. 

Urgent  Necessity 

The  organizational  forms  of  unity  of  the  communist  movement 
are  along  with  its  growth.  In  the  present  historical  conditions  the 
bilateral  and  multilateral  talks  and  world  conferences  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  are  forms  of  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  fraternal  Parties.  The  1957  Declaration  says: 
“After  exchanging  views,  the  participants  in  the  meeting  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  in  present  conditions  it  is  expedient,  besides 
bilateral  meetings  of  leading  workers  and  exchange  of  information, 
to  hold,  as  the  need  arises,  more  representative  conferences  of 
Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  to  discuss  current  problems,  share 
experience,  study  each  other’s  views  and  attitudes  and  concerted  ac¬ 
tion  in  the  joint  struggle  for  the  common  goals — peace,  democracy 
and  socialism.” 

The  communist  movement  has  had  the  experience  of  two  inter¬ 
national  conferences.  This  shows  that  despite  differences  in  evalua¬ 
ting  certain  events,  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  joint  decisions  provi¬ 
ded  all  parties  strive  to  coordinate  efforts  in  the  struggle  against 
the  common  enemy,  for  common  aims.  This  experience  shows  also 
that  the  very  fact  of  convening  these  conferences  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance  for  it  demonstrates  the  unity  and  internationalism  of 
Communists.  And  finally,  this  experience  shows  that  the  fraternal 
Parties  can  collectively  enrich  Marxism-Leninism  and  improve  the 
strategy  and  tactics  of  the  communist  movement.  The  1957  and 
1960  Conferences  have  proved  that  they  fully  answered  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  workers’  and  liberation  movement. 

The  participants  in  the  March  1965  consultative  meeting  in  Mos¬ 
cow  have  agreed  that  active,  all-round  preparations  for  a  new  inter¬ 
national  conference  to  be  held  at  an  appropriate  time  are  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  world  communist  movement.  This  conference  is  bound 
to  serve  the  common  cause  of  all  Communists.  The  participants  in 
the  meeting  stated  that  in  discussing  the  question  of  a  new  interna¬ 
tional  conference  it  is  desirable  to  hold  a  preliminary  consultative 
meeting  of  representatives  of  the  81  Parties  which  took  part  in  the 
1960  Conference. 

The  Marxist-Leninist  Parties  believe  the  unity  of  the  commun¬ 
ist  movement  is  especially  necessary  now  that  US  imperialism  is 
stepping  up  its  aggressive  schemes. 

“In  these  conditions,”  Comrade  Waldeck  Rochet,  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  French  Communist  Party,  points  out,  “we  consider  it 
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imperative  to  consolidate  the  unity  of  anti-imperialist  forces  and 
above  all  to  cement  the  ties  between  the  Communist  and  Workers7 
Parties.  With  this  aim  in  view  the  French  Communist  Party  favo¬ 
urs  not  only  bilateral  and  multilateral  ties  between  the  Parties  but 
also  a  new  international  conference  of  the  Communist  and  Wor¬ 
kers’  Parties...”  Such  a  conference  shall  “collectively  study  the  ur¬ 
gent  problems  of  struggle  against  imperialism  and  create  better 
conditions  for  the  concerted  action  of  all  Communist  Parties  against 
the  common  enemy — imperialism.  We  believe  that  conditions  now 
prevail  for  starting  practical  work  to  prepare  for  a  new  internatio¬ 
nal  conference.” 

A  similar  point  of  view  has  been  expressed  by  other  leaders  of 
fraternal  Parties.  Comrade  L.  Corvalan,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Chilean  Communist  Party,  stated:  “A 
great  majority  of  the  Communist  Parties  are  coming  out  for  the 
closest  unity  of  the  international  communist  movement.  Our  most 
urgent  task  is  to  march  forward  in  this  way  to  deal  still  heavier 
blows  at  our  common  enemy,  imperialism.  And  if  someone  wants  to 
stand  aloof,  this  will  not  prevent  us  from  solving  this  urgent  task.” 

By  now  about  70  fraternal  Parties  have  spoken  in  favour  of 
a  new  international  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Par¬ 
ties.  In  his  report  “Fifty  Years  of  Great  Achievements  of  Social¬ 
ism”  Comrade  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee,  said:  “Our  Party  fully  supports  this  idea  and 
is  ready  to  do  everything  for  the  success  of  a  world  meeting  of  Com¬ 
munists.” 

It  is  significant  that  the  bourgeois  press  devotes  much  space  to- 
a  world  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties.  It  is  mak¬ 
ing  wild  guesses  as  to  whether  there  will  be  such  a  conference. 
Behind  bourgeois  press  surmises  is  the  obvious  fear  of  a  new  inter¬ 
national  conference.  The  bourgeoisie  is  not  deceived  by  its  class  fe¬ 
eling.  A  new  international  conference  of  representatives  of  the 
Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  as  is  emphasized  by  leaders  of 
the  communist  movement,  is  called  upon  to  activate  the  struggle 
against  aggressive  imperialist  schemes,  for  the  cause  of  the  working 
class,  for  the  triumph  of  working  people’s  ideals. 

The  revolutionary  liberation  movement  is  gaining  in  strength 
despite  aggressive  ventures  of  imperialism.  This  is  reflected  in  the 
consolidated  positions  of  socialism,  the  growing  national  liberation 
movement,  international  working  class  movement  and  forces  of  pe¬ 
ace.  The  Communist  Parties  under  the  banner  of  proletarian  in¬ 
ternationalism  are  cementing  their  cohesion,  thereby  contributing 
to  the  triumph  of  peace,  democracy,  national  independence  and  so¬ 
cialism.  They  regard  this  as  the  loftiest  purport  of  their  activities. 


Izvestia,  November  23,  1967 
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ON  THE  CONVOCATION  OF  A  CONFERENCE 
OF  COMMUNIST  AND  WORKERS’  PARTIES 

by  LUIGI  LONGO, 
General  Secretary,  Communist 
Party  of  Italy 


Many  Parties  have  done  much  during  the  last  three  years  to 
eliminate  existing  contradictions  and  to  achieve  mutual  understan¬ 
ding  and  the  closest  possible  unity.  With  this  in  view  contacts  be¬ 
tween  Communist  Parties  and  the  exchange  of  delegations  have 
multiplied;  there  have  been  many  meetings  in  which  a  number  of 
Parties  have  participated.  All  this  has  promoted  a  useful  and  frien¬ 
dly  exchange  of  opinion  and  experience  on  problems  of  analysis 
-and  orientation  and  helped  coordinate  certain  activities  and  forms 
of  struggle.  The  following  meetings  and  conferences  were  held: 

—  The  conference  of  representatives  of  the  Communist  Parties 
of  European  capitalist  countries  held  in  June  1965  in  Brussels, 
which  discussed  such  problems  as  solidarity  with  Vietnam,  which 
is  fighting  against  US  imperialist  aggression,  and  the  struggle  for 
European  security,  for  democracy,  against  fascist  regimes. 

—  The  scientific  conference  initiated  by  the  Gramsci  Institute 
to  review  trends  of  contemporary  European  capitalism  held  in 
June  1965  in  Rome.  The  participants  included  well-known  econo¬ 
mists  and  sociologists  representing  Communist  Parties  of  a  number 
of  European  capitalist  and  socialist  countries. 

—  Two  conferences  of  international  significance  sponsored  by 
the  French  Communist  Party — one  on  problems  of  state  monopoly 
capital  and  the  other  to  analyse  the  experience  of  the  Popular 
Front. 

—  The  meeting  of  representatives  of  thirty-seven  Communist 
and  Workers’  Parties  of  Europe,  America,  Asia  and  South  Africa 
held  in  October  1965  in  Moscow  to  commemorate  the  30th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  International. 

—  The  Seminar  of  the  Communist  Parties  of  North  European 
countries  held  in  November  1965  in  Finland. 
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—  The  First  Tricontinental  Solidarity  Conference  of  Asian, 
African  and  Latin  American  people  which  was  attended  or  support¬ 
ed  by  representatives  of  revolutionary  organizations  from  some 
eighty  countries. 

—  The  conference  of  representatives  of  fifteen  West  European 
Communist  Parties  held  in  May  1966  in  Vienna  to  analyse  expe¬ 
rience  and  present-day  possibilities  for  uniting  the  working  class 
and  democratic  elements  in  the  struggle  against  monopolies,  for 
democracy  and  social  progress. 

—  The  Meeting  of  the  Drafting  Committee  to  prepare  the  draft 
agenda  for  the  Conference  of  European  Communist  and  Workers’ 
Parties  on  European  security  held  in  February  1967  in  Warsaw 
and  attended  by  representatives  of  twenty  Parties. 

—  The  conference  on  European  security  held  in  April  1967  in 
Karlovy  Vary  with  delegates  from  twenty-four  Communist  Parties 
and  one  observer  representing  the  Swedish  Party. 

—  The  Conference  of  the  Latin  American  Solidarity  Organiza¬ 
tion  held  in  August  1967  in  Havana  and  attended  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Communist  Parties  and  national  liberation  movement 
groups  of  Latin  America. 

Though  the  nature  of  all  these  meetings  and  conferen¬ 
ces  were  different,  they  undoubtedly  helped,  in  some  measure, 
to  eliminate  fractionalism  in  the  activities  of  the  world  communist 
movement  and  hamper  the  process  of  slackening  its  solidarity  and 
unity.  These  measures  and  the  results  achieved,  limited  though  they 
were,  and  the  growing  aggressiveness  of  imperialist  and  reactionary 
elements,  both  on  a  world  scale  and  in  individual  countries,  show 
that  unanimity  and  cooperation  between  different  sectors  of  the 
working  class  and  communist  movement  are  possible  and  consti¬ 
tute  an  essential  prerequisite  and  indispensable  condition  for  their 
strength  and  a  decisive  factor  in  triumphing  over  aggressive  impe¬ 
rialism. 

The  time  is  ripe  for  unity.  It  is  necessary  to  restore  the  unity 
of  the  communist  and  working  class  movement  on  a  new  and  so¬ 
under  basis.  The  need  for  unity  has  of  late  been  repeatedly  stressed 
on  many  occasions.  It  was  with  this  in  view  that  a  question  was 
raised  of  the  expediency  of  convening  a  world  conference  of  Com¬ 
munist  Parties  with  the  participation  of  the  parties  “interested  in 
holding  such  a  conference”  and,  as  suggested  by  some  Parties,  of 
all  progressive  forces. 

It  was  emphasized  that  such  a  conference  should  not  sharpen 
existing  contradictions  but  create  favourable  conditions  for  over¬ 
coming  them,  make  a  profound  analysis  of  the  obtaining  situation 
and  the  conditions  which  presently  determine  the  development  of 
society  and  the  struggle  against  imperialism,  elaborate  principles 
which  are  bound  to  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  entire  struggle 
and,  on  a  more  perspective  plane,  the  general  strategy  of  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  common  enemy,  imperialism. 
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The  expediency  of  convening  a  world  conference  has  of  late 
been  the  major  issue  in  the  talks  between  the  Communist  Parties 
and  in  inner-Party  discussions.  We  have  considered  this  point  at 
plenums  of  the  Central  Committee  and  at  meetings  of  our  Party’s 
leadership,  as  well  as  in  a  number  of  articles  in  the  press. 

On  all  the  occasions  we  have  noted  that  three  or  four  years  ago, 
at  the  height  of  the  bitter  polemics  with  the  Chinese  comrades,  when 
the  expediency  of  holding  a  world  conference  was  voiced  for  the 
first  time,  we  expressed  certain  doubts  and  reservations  in  this  re¬ 
gard  and  strove  to  prevent  the  convening  of  a  conference  which  at 
that  time  could  intensify  the  existing  contradictions  and  lead  to  a 
split  with  the  Chinese  comrades.  On  the  contrary,  we  recommend¬ 
ed,  as  Comrade  Togliatti  pointed  out  in  his  memorandum,  that 
meetings  and  conferences  pursuing  less  far-reaching  aims  should 
be  held  to  discuss  separate  problems  pertaining  to  territorially  li¬ 
mited  zones.  That  was  done  later  as  seen  from  the  above  list  of 
meetings  and  conferences  held  subsequently. 

We  still  believe  we  were  right  taking  such  a  stand.  At  the  same 
time  we  consider  that  the  Chinese  comrades  and  their  actions  are 
responsible  for  events  developing  contrary  to  our  hopes  and  efforts. 
The  CPC  leaders,  for  no  reason  whatsoever,  have  in  an  arbitrary 
and  insulting  way  broken  off  all  relations  with  those  Communist 
Parties  which  do  not  wholly  or  to  some  extent  share  their  views. 
They  have  repeatedly  rejected  all  proposals  to  cooperate  and  act 
jointly  with  the  other  socialist  countries  and  Communist  Parties  in 
supporting  the  Vietnamese  people’s  heroic  struggle  against  US  ag¬ 
gression.  They  are  continuing  their  frenzied  campaign  of  splitting 
activities  and  abusing  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties. 

Under  these  conditions,  any  reservations  made  and  doubts  ex¬ 
pressed  four  years  ago  as  to  the  advisability  of  convening  a  world 
conference,  which  in  our  opinion,  would  at  that  time  lead  only  to 
the  deterioration  of  relations  with  the  CPC,  are  no  longer  valid. 
These  relations  could  not  be  worse.  Even  a  remote  possibility  for 
improving  these  relations  has  been  lost  though  we  should  never 
cease  to  do  our  utmost  to  find  a  way  out  of  this  situation. 

All  this  clearly  shows  that  under  the  present  conditions  the 
Communist  Parties  favouring  the  exchange  views  and  experience, 
and  urging  a  profound  collective  analysis  of  the  general  problems 
confronting  our  movement,  strive  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  una¬ 
nimity  and  cooperation,  if  partial  and  limited.  They  can  no  longer 
tolerate  the  blackmailing  activities  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Chi¬ 
na  which  thereby  tries  to  intensify  its  dissentient  and  demoralizing 
work  and  cause  a  split  in  the  communist  and  working  class  move¬ 
ment. 

But  even  now  the  problem  of  convening  a  world  conference  can 
by  no  means  be  simplified.  It  remains  as  complex  as  ever  and  in 
some  respects  even  more  so.  Now  the  point  is  not  only  to  decide 
whether  a  world  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties 
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is  expedient,  but  what  conference  should  be  organized,  how  this 
should  be  done  and  for  what  purpose,  what  the  subject  of  discus¬ 
sion  should  be  and  what  problems  should  be  solved. 

We  must  note  that  our  Party  has  never  opposed  contacts  and 
agreements  with  other  Communist  Parties  (on  the  contrary,  we 
have  often  been  their  initiators  and  supporters),  and  has  never  op¬ 
posed  in  principle  the  holding  of  world  conferences  of  all  Commu¬ 
nist  and  Workers’  Parties  which,  as  we  have  always  recognized,  are 
basically  useful  and  indispensable  for  collective  elaboration  and 
coordination  of  activities  of  individual  Parties. 

The  memorandum,  in  which  Comrade  Togliatti  expressed  his 
doubts  and  reservations  regarding  the  desirability  of  convening  the 
proposed  world  conference  of  Communist  Parties  in  the  situation 
prevailing  at  that  time,  clearly  said  that  “without  thorough  collec¬ 
tive  analysis  it  is  impossible  to  formulate  correctly  the  general  go¬ 
als  of  our  movement,  to  arrive  at  a  more  profound  understanding 
of  the  general  goals  of  the  entire  movement  and  the  goals  of  each 
of  its  sectors.”  Togliatti  emphasized  that  with  this  aim  in  view  it 
was  necessary  to  consider  convening  an  international  conference 
“which  could  indeed  mark  a  new  stage  of  our  movement,  one  of 
genuine  adherence  to  a  new  and  correct  position.” 

As  to  the  proposal  to  hold  a  preparatory  meeting  for  an  inter¬ 
national  conference,  Togliatti  declared,  “we  shall  participate,  and 
participate  actively  in  a  preparatory  meeting...  to  expound  and  sub¬ 
stantiate  our  stand.”  Our  delegation  attended  the  meeting  held  in 
March  1965.  As  stated  in  the  final  communique,  the  participants  in 
the  meeting  were  convinced  that  “what  unites  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ties  is  much  stronger  than  what  is  dividing  them  at  the  moment.” 
“That  is  why  active  and  thorough  preparations  for  a  new  interna¬ 
tional  conference  to  be  convened  at  the  right  moment  fully  accord 
with  the  interests  of  the  world  communist  movement.” 

In  the  above  mentioned  memorandum  written  in  Yalta  Com¬ 
rade  Togliatti  emphasized  the  importance  of  an  international  meeting 
to  be  organized  by  some  Western  Parties  with  the  participation,  on 
a  wide  scale,  of  representatives  of  the  third  world  democratic  co¬ 
untries  and  their  progressive  movements  to  work  out  a  difinite 
course  of  cooperating  with  and  giving  support  to  these  movements. 

Following  these  directions  we  are  now  working  to  organize  a 
world  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  as  well  as 
a  conference  of  progressive  parties  and  movements  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  countries  to  analyse  the  situation  obtaining  in  the  region 
as  a  result  of  the  Israeli  aggression,  to  coordinate  the  struggle  for 
freedom  and  independence  of  nations,  against  imperialism,  and  to 
make  the  Mediterranean  area  a  zone  of  peace,  not  a  hotbed  of  war 
which  is  the  intent  of  US  imperialism  and  its  accomplices  in  the 
Italian  government. 


Rinascita,  October  27,  1967 


MESSAGE  OF  DR.  NGUYEN  HUU  THO, 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  PRESIDIUM 
OF  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE,  NATIONAL 
LIBERATION  FRONT  OF  SOUTH  VIETNAM 


To  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  CC  CPSU  General  Secretary, 
and  A.  N.  Kosygin,  Chairman  of  the  USSR 

Council  of  Ministers 


Gentlemen: 

Allow  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Committee  Presidium  of  the  National 
Liberation  Front  of  South  Vietnam,  to  convey  to  you,  to  the  Communist  Party 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  USSR  Government  and  the  fraternal  Soviet  people  the 
most  ardent  and  sincere  gratitude  for  the  staunch  support  of  the-  political  pro¬ 
gramme  of  the  National  Liberation  Front  of  South  Vietnam,  promulgated  in 
September,  1967,  and  for  the  constant  active  help  to  the  South  Vietnamese  peo¬ 
ple  in  implementing  this  programme.  The  Central  Committee  of  the  National 
Liberation  Front  of  South  Vietnam  very  highly  values  the  Soviet  Union’s  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Front’s  programme.  It  considers  this  support  particularly  conducive 
to  the  development  of  relations  between  the  South  Vietnamese  people  and  the 
heroic  Soviet  people  as  a  vivid  expression  of  the  principled  militant  solidarity 
of  the  USSR  Government  and  the  fraternal  Soviet  people  with  the  sacred  War 
of  Resistance  against  the  USA  for  the  salvation  of  our  Homeland  waged  by  the 
people  of  South  Vietnam  under  the  leadership  of  the  National  Liberation  Front. 

Despite  heavy  losses  the  American  imperialists  and  their  yes-men  are  per¬ 
sistently  escalating  the  war  of  aggression  against  our  country.  The  people  of 
South  Vietnam  are  fully  determined  to  fight,  firmly  convinced  of  final  victory. 
With  the  staunch  help  of  the  Soviet  Government,  the  Soviet  people  and  other 
socialist  countries,  with  the  sympathy  and  support  from  friends  throughout  the 
world  they  will  deal  a  crushing  blow  to  the  American  aggressors  and  their  pup¬ 
pets,  attain  independence,  democracy,  neutrality,  prosperity  and  peaceful  reuni¬ 
fication  of  their  Motherland,  and  contribute  to  the  cause  of  defending  peace  in 
Asia  and  throughout  the  world. 

Permit  me  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  wish  the  fraternal  Soviet 
people  to  score  even  greater  victories  under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist 
Party  and  the  USSR  Government  in  building  a  mighty  and  flourishing  Mother¬ 
land,  to  make  a  new,  great  contribution  to  the  struggle  against  imperialism,  co¬ 
lonialism  and  neo-colomalism  headed  by  the  USA,  to  the  cause  of  defending 
peace  in  the  world. 

Long  live  the  eternal  and  sacred  friendship  and  militant  solidarity  of  the 
peoples  of  South  Vietnam  and  the  great  Soviet  Union. 

South  Vietnam,  October  29,  1967 
Dr.  NGUYEN  HUU  THO.  Chairman  of  the  Pre¬ 
sidium,  Central  Committee,  National  Liberation 
Front  of  South  Vietnam 

Pravda,  November  19,  1967 


UNDER  THE  BANNER  OF  INTERNATIONALISM 
Bulgarian  and  Rumanian  Communists  Meet 
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Talks  between  Todor  Zhivkov,  First  Secretary  of  the  Bulgarian  Communist 
Party  Central  Committee  and  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic  of  Bulgaria,  and  Nicolae  Ceausescu,  Secretary  General  of  the 
Rumanian  Communist  Party  Central  Committee  were  held  in  Bucharest  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28-30,  1967. 

The  Agerpress  agency  reports  comrades  Ceausescu  and  Zhivkov  exchanged 
information  on  the  course  of  socialist  construction  in  their  countries. 

With  regard  to  US  aggression  in  Vietnam  they  stressed  the  importance  of 
stepping  up  the  struggle  of  all  revolutionary  and  democratic  forces  to  frustrate 
the  aggressive  plans  of  American  imperialism,  to  unconditionally  halt  the  bomb¬ 
ing  of  the  DRV.  The  situation  in  the  Middle  East,  European  security  and  other 
international  problems  were  also  discussed. 

During  the  talks,  the  need  to  consolidate  the  unity  and  solidarity  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  communist  and  workers’  movement  was  emphasized. 

Pravda,  October  3,  1967 


Talks  Between  Czechoslovak  and  Hungarian  Party 
and  Government  Delegations 

Following  talks  between  the  Party  and  Government  delegations,  a  joint 
Czechoslovak-Hungarian  Statement  was  issued  in  Prague  on  October  13,  1967. 

After  signing  the  statement  Antonin  Novotny,  First  Secretary  of  the  Cze¬ 
choslovak  Communist  Party  Central  Committee  and  President  of  the  CSSR,  and 
Janos  Kadar,  First  Secretary  of  the  Hungarian  Socialist  Workers’  Party  Central 
Committee,  addressed  a  mass  meeting. 

Antonin  Novotny  emphasised  that  unity  of  world  revolutionary  forces  is 
the  mightiest  weapon  of  the  socialist  countries  and  the  international  communist 
movement  in  the  struggle  against  reactionary  forces,  for  mankind’s  development 
along  the  road  of  progress,  for  socialism  and  communism.  He  advocated  con¬ 
vening  a  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties.  This  and  other  issues, 
Antonin  Novotny  went  on  to  say,  were  the  subject  under  discussion  between  the 
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Czechoslovak  and  Hungarian  Party  and  Government  delegations  which  again 
revealed  the  identity  of  viewpoints  of  both  Parties. 

In  his  speech  Janos  Kadar  said:  “A  typical  feature  of  Hungarian-Czechoslo- 
vak  friendship  is  that  our  Parties,  our  countries  and  our  peoples  are  closely  link¬ 
ed  by  their  sincere  friendship  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  idea  of  interna¬ 
tionalism  that  permeates  our  entire  activities.”  Janos  Kadar  stressed  the  signi¬ 
ficance  of  unity  and  cooperation  of  socialist  countries  and  Communist  and 
Workers’  Parties  for  the  progress  of  the  world  socialist  system,  for  the  cause 
of  world  peace.  He  said:  “We  resolutely  condemn  the  great-power  jingoist  views 
and  adventurist  policies  of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party  leaders  which  are 
alien  to  Marxism-Leninism.  We  believe  it  is  necessary  to  start  preparations  for 
an  international  conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties.” 

The  head  of  the  Hungarian  Party  and  Government  delegation  denounced 
the  American  imperialist  aggression  in  Vietnam  and  declared  that  Hungary 
would  render  the  Vietnamese  people  any  help  necessary  to  continue  their  fight. 
He  stated  that  Hungary  is  on  the  side  of  Arab  countries  in  their  efforts  to  eli¬ 
minate  the  aftermath  of  the  Israeli  aggression. 


Pravda,  October  14,  1967 


Talks  Between  the  Communist  Parties  of  Bulgaria 
and  Spain 


The  communique  on  the  talks  between  the  delegations  of  the  Bulgarian  Com¬ 
munist  Party  and  the  Communist  Party  of  Spain  issued  in  Sofia  on  November  13, 
1967,  says  that  both  Parties  urge  the  convocation  of  a  new  international  confe¬ 
rence  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  and  will  spare  no  effort  in  making 
the  preparations. 

Both  delegations,  the  communique  points  out,  cordially  hail  the  50th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
most  reliable  friend  of  all  nations. 

The  Bulgarian  and  Spanish  Parties  believe,  the  communique  goes  on  to  say, 
that  as  a  result  of  growing  aggressiveness  of  international  imperialism,  American 
imperialists  in  particular,  a  critically  tense  precarious  situation  has  arisen  in  the 
world.  They  reaffirm  their  determination  to  render  the  necessary  assistance  to 
Vietnam. 

The  communique  points  to  the  dissentient  policy  of  the  Mao  Tse-tung  group, 
a  policy  which  prevents  effective  assistance  being  given  on  a  more  extensive 
scale  to  the  Vietnamese  people  and  makes  it  easier  for  American  imperialists  to 
pursue  their  aggressive  course. 

Both  delegations  resolutely  denounce  Israel’s  aggressive  policy  which  has 
led  to  the  creation  of  a  dangerous  hotbed  of  tension  in  the  Middle  East  and  de¬ 
mand  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  aggressor  from  occupied  Arab  territories. 

The  two  Parties  denounce  the  manoeuvres  of  American  imperialism  and  the 
Organization  of  American  States,  its  instrument  directed  against  the  Cuban  peo¬ 
ple,  and  express  their  solidarity  with  heroic  Cuba. 

The  representatives  of  both  Parties  express  their  deep  concern  about  recent 
events  in  Greece.  The  situation  in  that  country  menaces  world  peace  and  neigh¬ 
bourly  relations  between  the  Balkan  countries. 

The  delegations  of  both  Parties  attach  great  importance  to  the  specific  pro¬ 
gramme  for  safeguarding  peace  and  security  in  Europe,  adopted  at  the  Karlovy 
Vary  Conference  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  in  view  of  the  revenge- 
mongering  policy  of  the  West  German  militarists. 

The  Bulgarian  delegation  expressed  the  sympathy  of  Communists  and  the 
entire  Bulgarian  people  for  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Spain 
and  its  untiring  efforts  to  consolidate  all  patriotic  forces  of  the  Spanish  people 
to  overthrow  the  Franco  dictatorship. 
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The  communique  was  signed  by  Todor  Zhivkov,  First  Secretary,  CC  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Bulgaria,  and  Santiago  Carrillo,  General  Secretary,  Communist 
Party  of  Spain. 


Pravda,  November  14,  19G7 


Meeting  of  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Germany 
and  the  Communist  Party  of  South  Africa  Delegations 


A  delegation  of  the  Communist  Party  of  South  Africa  visited  the  GDR  on 
November  15-20,  1967,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Social¬ 
ist  Unity  Party  of  Germany.  Following  talks  with  the  SUPG  leaders,  the  joint 
communique  issued  in  Berlin  stated  that  problems  concerning  the  international 
situation,  the  communist  and  working  class  movement,  the  situation  in  Europe 
and  Africa,  and  questions  concerning  the  common  anti-imperialist  fight  were 
discussed. 

Both  Parties  emphasized  the  necessity  of  strengthening  unity  and  solidarity' 
of  all  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  and  agreed  the  time  was  ripe  for  making 
preparations  and  convening  a  world  conference  of  Communist  Parties. 


Pravda,  November  22,  1967 

MEETINGS  AT  THE  CPSU  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 


On  October  11,  1967  a  CPSU  Central  Committee  delegation  including 
L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  M.  A.  Suslov; 
Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee, 
and  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  met  with  a 
delegation  of  the  Danish  Communist  Party  including  Knud  Jespersen,  Chairman 
of  the  Party.  Ib  Norlund  and  Poul  Immanuel,  members  of  the  Political  Bureau 
of  the  Party’s  Central  Committee,  and  Gelius  Lund,  member  of  the  Party’s  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee. 

During  the  meeting  which  took  place  in  a  friendly  atmosphere  the  two  dele¬ 
gations  exchanged  opinions  on  urgent  problems  concerning  the  international  situa¬ 
tion  and  the  world  communist  movement,  noting  with  satisfaction  the  identity 
of  views  on  questions  discussed. 

The  delegation  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Denmark  on  behalf  of  Danish 
Communists  conveyed  warm  greetings  to  the  CPSU  and  to  the  entire  Soviet  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  occasion  of  the  forthcoming  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October 
Socialist  Revolution,  stressing  its  world-wide  historical  imnortance  for  the  work¬ 
ing  class  and  the  working  people  of  all  countries.  The  CPSU  delegation  brought 
the  Danish  comrades  up  to  date  on  the  course  of  communist  construction,  on  the 
new  economic  and  cultural  achievements  of  the  Soviet  people,  who  are  preparing 
for  the  50th  jubilee  anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Revolution. 

Resolutely  condemning  the  aggression  of  American  imperialism  in  Vietnam, 
both  delegations  subscribed  to  the  universal  demand  for  the  immediate  and  un¬ 
conditional  cessation  of  the  bombings  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam, 
the  withdrawal  of  American  troops  from  South  Vietnam,  the  settlement  of  the 
Vietnam  problem  on  the  basis  of  the  well-known  proposals  of  the  DRV  and  the 
National  Liberation  Front  of  South  Vietnam  which  accord  with  the  Geneva  Ag¬ 
reements. 

The  Soviet  and  Danish  Party  delegations  completely  support  the  demands 
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for  eradicating  the  consequences  of  Israel’s  aggression  against  the  Arab  states, 
the  unconditional  withdrawal  of  Israeli  troops  from  the  occupied  territory  of  these 
countries  beyond  the  line  occupied  before  the  aggression,  and  the  establishment 
of  peace  in  the  Middle  East  on  the  basis  of  respect  for  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
Arab  peoples  and  recognition  of  the  rights  of  all  states  in  this  area  to  national 
independence. 

The  delegations  of  both  Parties  condemn  the  military-fascist  coup  in  Greece 
and  together  with  all  progressive  forces  insist  on  an  immediate  halt  to  political 
terror  in  Greece  and  the  release  of  all  imprisoned  democrats. 

The  representatives  of  both  Communist  Parties  stressed  the  great  importance 
of  the  programme  for  ensuring  peace  and  security  in  Europe  drawn  up  by  the 
Karlovy  Vary  Conference  of  European  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties. 

They  noted  the  serious  threat  to  the  security  of  the  peoples  of  Europe,  Den¬ 
mark  included,  presented  by  German  revanchism  and  militarism  which  has  become 
the  main  striking  force  of  NATO. 

Both  delegations  stated  that  at  present  attempts  are  being  made  to  lull  peo¬ 
ples’  vigilance  by  claims  that  the  preservation  of  NATO  helps  to  “remove  ten¬ 
sion  in  Europe”  and  promotes  “mutual  understanding  between  the  West  and  the 
East.”  Developments  in  Europe  during  the  years  of  NATO’s  existence  are  patent 
proof  that  this  aggressive  organization  is  the  chief  source  of  tension  on  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  continent.  NATO  must  be  dismantled  and  the  policy  of  aggressive  blocs 
renounced  if  there  is  to  be  a  radical  improvement  of  the  situation  in  the  region. 

The  Danish  comrades  stated  that  the  Communist  Party  of  Denmark,  along 
with  other  progressive  forces  of  that  country,  is  actively  coming  out  for  Den¬ 
mark’s  secession  from  NATO  and  the  creation,  together  with  other  northern 
countries,  of  a  neutral  atom-free  zone  whose  security  and  inviolability  could  be 
ensured  by  a  system  of  collective  guarantees  on  the  part  of  the  powers  concerned. 
The  CPSU  delegation  confirmed  that  if  Denmark  wished  to  pursue  a  policy  of 
neutrality  and  non-participation  in  military  groups,  the  Soviet  Union  could  un¬ 
dertake  to  respect  Denmark’s  neutrality  and  to  take  part,  together  with  other 
powers,  in  guaranteeing  country’s  security  and  inviolability. 

Both  Party  delegations  expressed  their  opposition  to  the  attempts  of  mono¬ 
polistic  circles  to  further  the  split  of  Europe  by  expanding  the  sphere  of  closed 
groups  of  the  Common  Market  type  which  runs  counter  to  the  interests  of  Euro¬ 
pean  peoples,  including  the  people  of  Denmark. 

The  delegation  ot  the  Communist  Party  of  Denmark  noted  that  the  Com¬ 
munists  of  Denmark,  as  well  as  other  progressive  forces  of  that  country,  were 
opposed  to  Denmark’s  joining  the  Common  Market,  since  it  would  enhance  the 
country’s  dependence  on  the  monopolies  of  other  Western  powers,  the  FRG  above 
all.  The  CPD  demands  that  problems  connected  with  Danish  economy  be  solved 
through  the  development  of  mutually  equitable  economic  cooperation  with  all 
European  countries  both  in  the  West  and  the  East.  Consequently  the  delegation 
of  the  CPD  was  interested  in  the  opportunities  for  expanding  trade  and  economic 
contacts  and  scientific  and  technical  cooperation  between  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Denmark.  The  CPSU  delegation,  appreciating  these  considerations  pointed  out 
that  the  expansion  of  Soviet-Danish  trade  contacts  and  scientific  and  technical 
cooperation  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  peoples  of  both  countries. 

After  exchanging  views  on  the  situation  in  the  international  communist  move¬ 
ment,  the  delegations  of  the  CPSU  and  the  CPD  concluded  that  the  further 
deterioration  of  the  international  situation  and  the  splitting  activity  of  the  Mao 
Tse-tung  group  imperatively  called  for  the  consolidation  of  all  anti-imperialist 
forces,  primarily  the  Marxist-Leninist  Parties,  in  the  struggle  for  peace  and  na¬ 
tional  independence  of  the  peoples,  for  democracy  and  socialism.  A  new  inter¬ 
national  meeting  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties,  which  must  be  carefully 
and  thoroughly  prepared,  would  do  much  to  promote  this  unity. 

The  delegations  of  the  CPD  and  the  CPSU  expressed  satisfaction  that  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  between  our  Parties  are  successfully  developing  in  the  spirit  of 
proletarian  internationalism  to  benefit  the  peoples  of  Denmark  and  the  Soviet 
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Union,  and  the  cause  of  peace  and  social  progress.  The  CPSU  delegation  accepted 
with  gratitude  the  invitation  of  the  Danish  delegation  to  visit  Denmark  in  1968. 


Pravda,  October  15,  1967 


Leonid  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  Mikhail 
Suslov,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Boris  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  met  with 
a  delegation  of  the  Syrian  Communist  Party  composed  of  Kh.  Bagdash,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Syrian  Communist  Party,  and  Members 
of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  Central  Committee  D.  Naame  and  Y.  Peisal  at  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  Syrian  Communists  the  Syrian  Party  delegation  warmly 
congratulated  the  CPSU  and  the  entire  Soviet  people  on  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  and  on  the  remarkable  achievements 
scored  by  the  Soviet  people  in  building  communism. 

The  participants  in  the  meeting  exchanged  opinions  on  a  number  of  urgent 
international  problems.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  situation  in  the 
Middle  East  in  connection  with  the  Israeli  aggression  against  the  Arab  states. 
The  Syrian  Party  delegation  expressed  gratitude  to  the  CPSU  Central  Committee 
and  the  Soviet  Government  for  the  vigorous  support  given  to  the  Syrian  people 
and  the  peoples  of  the  other  Arab  states  who  had  been  subjected  to  a  treacherous 
attack  by  Israel.  It  described  the  participation  of  the  Syrian  Communists  in  the 
patriotic  struggle  against  the  Israeli  aggression. 

The  participants  in  the  meeting  stated  that  imperialist  and  reactionary  circles, 
having  failed  to  achieve  their  main  goal  of  overthrowing  the  progressive  Arab 
regimes,  are  trying  to  create  economic  difficulties,  new  conspiracies  and  continu¬ 
ing  aggressive  provocations  against  Syria,  the  United  Arab  Republic  and  other 
Arab  states. 

The  CPSU  representatives  expressed  resolute  support  of  the  just  anti-impe¬ 
rialist  struggle  waged  by  the  Arab  peoples  for  freedom,  independence  and  ter¬ 
ritorial  integrity,  and  declared  the  readiness  of  the  CPSU  to  continue  to  assist 
and  support  the  Arab  countries. 

The  CPSU  and  Syrian  Communist  Party  representatives  hold  that  the  chief 
task  at  the  present  time  is  to  see  that  the  Israeli  troops  are  withdrawn  from  the 
occupied  Arab  territories  to  the  positions  they  held  prior  to  June  5,  1967,  and 
that  the  consequences  of  the  Israeli  aggression  are  eliminated.  The  rallying  of 
all  anti-imperialist  forces  in  the  Arab  world,  the  solidarity  and  unity  of  the  Arab 
states  on  an  anti-imperialist  basis,  the  consolidation  of  progressive  regimes  in  the 
Arab  countries  and  their  all-round  mutual  cooperation  are  of  great  significance 
in  solving  this  task. 

The  delegation  of  the  Syrian  Communist  Party  expressed  the  firm  conviction 
of  the  Communists  and  all  patriots  of  Syria  that  the  close  friendship  of  the  Sy¬ 
rian  and  other  Arab  peoples  with  the  Soviet  Union,  with  all  socialist  states  is 
of  immense  importance  in  eliminating  the  consequences  of  the  Israeli  aggression, 
in  consolidating  the  progressive  regimes  in  the  Arab  countries,  in  strengthening 
their  defence  capacities  and  defending  the  social  gains  of  the  working  people. 

The  Syrian  delegation  spoke  about  the  efforts  of  the  Syrian  Communists  to 
unite  the  progressive  forces  of  the  country  in  the  struggle  against  the  intrigues 
of  imperialism  and  reaction  and  for  Syria’s  advance  along  the  path  of  social 
progress. 

The  Syrian  comrades  favourably  regarded  the  establishment  of  Party  ties 
between  the  CPSU  and  the  Arab  Socialist  Revival  Party  of  Svria. 

The  representatives  of  the  CPSU  and  the  Syrian  Communist  Party  declared 
their  vigorous  support  of  the  national  liberation  struggle  of  the  peoples  of  Aden 


58 


EVENTS 


and  the  southern  part  of  the  Arabian  Peninsula. 

The  representatives  of  both  Parties  condemned  the  reactionary  policy  of 
Zionism  which  is  used  by  the  imperialists  to  stage  provocations  against  the  in¬ 
dependent  Arab  states. 

The  representatives  of  the  CPSU  and  the  Syrian  Communist  Party  expressed 
fraternal  solidarity  with  the  heroic  Vietnamese  people  who  are  waging  a  coura¬ 
geous  struggle  for  their  freedom.  They  resolutely  demand  the  termination  of 
American  aggression  against  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam,  withdrawal  of 
the  US  troops  from  South  Vietnam  and  settlement  of  the  Vietnamese  question  on 
the  basis  of  the  well-known  proposals  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam 
and  the  Programme  of  the  South  Vietnam  National  Liberation  Front,  which  are 
in  keeping  with  the  Geneva  Agreements. 

The  participants  in  the  meeting  condemned  the  reactionary  military  fascist 
coup  in  Greece  and  together  with  all  democratic  forces  of  the  world  demand  that 
a  stop  be  put  to  the  terror  against  the  progressive  forces  of  that  country  and  that 
all  political  prisoners — Democrats — be  released. 

The  representatives  of  the  CPSU  and  the  Syrian  Communist  Party  exchanged 
opinions  on  questions  pertaining  to  the  international  communist  movement  and 
noted  the  great  significance  in  the  present  situation  of  rallying  all  Marxist-Leni- 
nist  Parties  for  stepping  up  the  struggle  against  the  forces  of  imperialist  aggres¬ 
sion  for  the  independence  and  security  of  the  peoples,  for  democracy  and  social¬ 
ism. 

The  representatives  of  both  Parties  condemned  the  splitting  activities  of  the 
Mao  Tse-tung  group  in  the  ranks  of  the  world  communist  and  working  class 
movement,  in  the  national-liberation  movement,  and  reaffirmed  the  determination 
of  their  Parties  to  strengthen  the  unity  and  solidarity  of  communist  ranks  on 
the  basis  of  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism,  proletarian  internationalism,  the 
Declaration  and  Statement  of  1957  and  1960. 

The  Soviet  and  the  Syrian  Communist  Parties  support  the  proposals  to  con¬ 
vene  a  meeting  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  after  making  the  necessary 
preparations. 

Pravda,  November  16,  1967 


On  November  14,  A.  P.  Kirilenko,  member  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee,  received  a  delegation  from  the 
Communist  Party  of  Chile  which  came  to  Moscow  to  take  part  in  the  cele¬ 
brations  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution.  The  delegation 
consisted  of  L.  Corvalan,  General  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Chile,  J.  Campusano,  Member  of  the  Political  Commission 
of  the  Central  Committee,  and  P.  Barrasa,  Central  Committee  Member. 

During  the  meeting  there  was  an  exchange  of  views  on  current  problems  of 
the  international  communist  movement  on  which  complete  unanimity  was  re¬ 
vealed.  The  meeting  took  place  in  the  atmosphere  of  warmth  and  friendship  ty¬ 
pical  of  the  relations  between  the  two  Parties. 

E.  I.  Kuskov,  deputy  head  of  the  International  Department  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  CPSU,  was  present  at  the  talks, 

Pravda,  November  16,  1967 


On  November  15  a  meeting  was  held  with  a  delegation  from  the  Commun¬ 
ist  Party  of  Spain.  Taking  part  were  L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU,  and  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  Cent¬ 
ral  Committee,  and  from  the  Communist  Party  of  Spain,  Dolores  Ibarruri,  its 
Chairman.  S.  Carrillo,  the  General  Secretary,  and  F.  Marin,  G.  Lopez  and 
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R.  Mendezond,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Central  Committee, 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  50th  anniversary  celebrations. 

During  the  talks,  which  were  warm  and  friendly,  opinions  were  exchanged 
on  present  problems  of  the  international  situation  and  the  world  Communist 
movement.  It  was  noted  with  satisl action  that  there  was  complete  unity  of  views 
on  all  the  questions  under  discussion. 

On  behalf  of  the  Communists  and  all  working  people  of  Spain,  the  delega¬ 
tion  from  the  Communist  Party  of  Spain  conveyed  warm  greetings  to  the  CPSU 
and  the  entire  Soviet  people  in  connection  with  the  50ili  anniversary  of  the 
October  Revolution,  and  wished  the  Soviet  Union  further  successes  in  the  buil¬ 
ding  of  communism.  Spanish  Communists,  they  said,  supported  the  firm  and 
consistent  policy  conducted  by  the  Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU  and  the 
Soviet  Government  in  the  fight  agai-.st  imperialism,  for  world  peace  and  highly 
appreciated  the  assistance  being  given  in  all  spheres  by  the  Soviet  Union  to 
nations  fighting  against  imperialism  and  for  freedom,  independence  and  social 
advance. 

The  Soviet  representatives  expressed  the  full  solidarity  of  the  CPSU  and 
the  entire  Soviet  people  with  the  working  people  and  all  democratic  forces  in 
Spain  and  their  vanguard — the  Communist  Party — in  their  courageous  fight  for 
a  democracy.  The  Communist  Party  of  Spain  considers  that  the  establishment 
of  a  democracy  would  open  up  extensive  prospects  for  the  development  of  rela¬ 
tions  in  all  spheres  between  Spain  and  all  the  socialist  states. 

All  present  affirmed  their  determination  to  continue  to  develop  the  traditi¬ 
onal  fraternal  ties  between  the  CPSU  and  the  Communist  Party  of  Spain  and 
to  strengthen  friendship  between  the  peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  Spain. 

The  representatives  of  the  two  Parties  categorically  condemned  the  aggres¬ 
sion  undertaken  by  US  imperialism  in  Vietnam  and  expressed  support  for  the 
demand  that  the  bombing  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam  be  stopped 
forthwith  and  unconditionally,  that  American  troops  be  withdrawn  from 
South  Vietnam  and  the  Vietnam  question  be  settled  on  the  basis  of  the  well- 
known  proposals  put  forward  by  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  in 
the  programme  of  the  South  Vietnam  National  Liberation  Front  in  accordance 
with  the  Geneva  agreements. 

Both  Parties  fully  support  the  demand  that  the  consequences  of  Israel’s  ag¬ 
gression  against  the  Arab  countries  be  made  good  and  consider  the  withdrawal 
of  the  aggressor's  troops  from  occupied  areas  a  matter  of  the  greatest  urgency. 

The  Soviet  and  Spanish  representatives  expressed  complete  solidarity  with 
heroic  Cuba. 

They  emphasized  the  great  importance  of  carrying  out  the  programme  of 
measures  to  ensure  peace  and  security  in  Europe  which  was  drawn  up  by  the 
Conference  of  European  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  in  Karlovy  Vary.  Aris¬ 
ing  from  this,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  serious  threat  constituted  by  for¬ 
eign  military  bases  to  the  security  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  including  Spain. 
The  representatives  of  both  Parties  again  called  for  the  dismantling  of  foreign 
military  bases  in  European  countries,  and  the  establishment  of  an  atom-free 
zone  in  the  Mediterranean  area. 

There  was  general  condemnation  of  the  military-fascist  coup  in  Greece,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  two  Parties  proclaimed  the  demand  for  an  end  to 
political  terror  in  that  country  and  the  release  of  all  arrested  democrats  forth¬ 
with. 

During  the  talks  it  was  noted  that  the  present  international  situation  makes 
it  essential  to  consolidate  all  anti-imperialist  forces  and,  most  important,  to  streng¬ 
then  the  unity  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  around  the  principles  of 
Marxism-Leninism  and  proletarian  internationalism.  Both  Parties  expressed  them¬ 
selves  in  favour  of  making  preparations  for  and  holding  another  international 
meeting  of  the  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  with  a  view  to  strengthening 
the  ranks  of  the  communist  movement  and  rallying  all  socialist  and  democratic 
forces  in  the  fight  against  imperialism. 


Pravda,  November  16,  1967 
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Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU,  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  met  a 
delegation  from  the  Portuguese  Communist  Paity  comprising  A.  Cunhal,  its  Gene¬ 
ral  Secretary,  and  R.  da  Silva,  Secretary  of  its  Central  Committee,  who  had  at¬ 
tended  the  50th  anniversary  celebrations. 

An  exchange  of  views  took  place  on  current  international  questions  and 
problems  of  the  world  communist  movement. 

The  representatives  of  both  Parties  affirmed  the  need  for  collective  discus¬ 
sion  by  the  fraternal  Parties  of  the  question  of  calling  an  international  meeting 
with  the  aim  of  strengthening  the  unity  of  the  communist  movement  and  rally¬ 
ing  all  socialist  and  democratic  forces  in  the  anti-imperialist  struggle. 

The  delegation  from  the  Portuguese  Communist  Party  expressed  a  high  ap¬ 
praisal  of  the  advances  made  by  the  Soviet  people  in  building  communist  so¬ 
ciety,  of  the  foreign  policy  being  conducted  by  the  Soviet  Union  and  of  the 
actions  of  the  CPSU,  which  are  having  a  decisive  effect  on  the  peoples’  fight  for 
freedom,  national  independence,  peace  and  socialism. 

The  Soviet  representatives  declared  their  solidarity  with  the  Portuguese 
Communists  in  their  courageous  fight  for  the  cause  of  the  working  class  and  all 
working  people  of  Portugal,  for  the  liberation  of  their  country  from  the  fas¬ 
cist  dictatorship  and  the  establishment  of  democracy. 


Pravda,  November  17,  1967 


On  November  17,  A.  P.  Kirilenko,  member  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the 
CC  CPSU  and  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee,  had  a  meeting  with  a  dele¬ 
gation  from  the  Communist  Party  of  Argentina  consisting  of  0.  Guioldi,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Central  Committee,  R.  Guioldi,  member  of  tbe  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  I.  Otar,  member  of  the  Central  Committee,  and  I.  Rodriguez,  alternate  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Central  Committee. 

There  was  discussion  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects  of  current  concern, 
among  them  problems  of  the  present  international  situation,  and  of  the  world 
communist  movement,  and  the  question  of  calling  a  meeting  of  Communist  and 
Workers’  Parties.  There  was  complete  agreement  on  all  matters  discussed. 


Pravda,  November  18,  1967 


B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  met  with 
Mamadu  Madeira  Keita,  Mali  Minister  of  Justice  and  Labour,  and  Member  of 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Defence  of  the  Revolution,  who  headed  the 
Party  and  Government  delegation  of  the  Mali  Republic  attending  the  celebra¬ 
tions  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  October  Socialist  Revolution. 

During  the  cordial,  friendly  meeting,  opinions  were  exchanged  on  extend¬ 
ing  contacts  between  the  CPSU  and  the  Sudanese  Union,  and  on  outstanding  is¬ 
sues  of  the  international  situation  and  the  national  liberation  movement. 

The  Ambassador  of  the  Mali  Republic,  Mr.  Sori  Kulibali,  a  member  of  the 
Mali  Party  and  Government,  delegation,  took  part  in  the  talk. 
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*  *  * 

A.  Y.  Pclse,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  CPSU  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  met  the  delegation  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Ceylon,  including  P.  Keu- 

neman,  General  Secretary  of  the  CPC  Central  Committee,  H.  G.  S.  Ratnavira 

and  C  P.  Silva.  Members  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  CPC  Central  Commit¬ 

tee,  who  took  part  in  the  celebrations  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great 
October  Socialist  Revolution. 

During  the  talk,  opinions  were  exchanged  on  a  broad  round  of  questions 
of  interest  to  both  Parties,  with  regard  to  international  issues  and  the  world 
communist  movement. 


Pravda,  November  19,  1967 


B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  met  the  dele¬ 
gation  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Canada,  including  W.  Kashtan,  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Party,  T.  Buck,  National  Chairman  of  the  Party,  and  S.  Walsh, 
member  of  the  Central  Executive  Committee,  who  had  come  for  the  jubilee  ce¬ 
lebrations. 

It  was  confirmed  during  the  comradely  talk  that  both  Parties  held  iden¬ 
tical  views  on  urgent  issues  of  the  international  situation  and  the  world  com¬ 
munist  movement.  The  participants  stressed  the  urgent  need  to  prepare  for  a 
new  international  meeting  of  Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  to  strengthen 
the  unity  of  the  communist  movement  and  to  rally  all  anti-imperialist  forces. 


A.  Y.  Pelse,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  CPSU  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  met  the  delegation  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Venezuela  headed  by 
Jesus  Faria,  CPV  General  Secretary,  that  attended  the  celebrations  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution. 

During  the  talk,  which  took  place  in  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  opi¬ 
nions  were  exchanged  on  urgent  problems  concerning  the  international  situation 
and  the  world  communist  movement.  The  meeting  proceeded  in  a  friendly  at¬ 
mosphere  of  mutual  understanding. 


Pravda,  November  21,  1967 


On  November  20,  M.  A.  Suslov,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  and  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee,  met  with  R.  Rao,  General  Secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Communist  Party  of  India,  and  B.  Gupt,  of  the  CPI  National 
Council’s  Central  Secretariat,  both  members  of  the  delegation  of  the  Commun¬ 
ist  Party  of  India  that  attended  the  celebrations  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
October  Revolution. 

During  a  comradely  exchange  of  opinions  many  questions  of  mutual  inte¬ 
rest  to  both  Parties  were  discussed,  particularly  problems  concerning  the  pre¬ 
sent-day  international  situation  and  the  world  communist  movement. 
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Present  at  the  talk  was  R.  A.  Ulyanovsky,  deputy  chief  of  the  International 
Department  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee. 


Pravda,  November  22,  1967 


M.  A.  Suslov,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  Secretary  of  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee,  and  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  met  with  the  Lebanese  Communist  Party  delegation,  including  N.  Shawi, 
General  Secretary  of  the  LCP  Central  Committee,  A.  Mruet  and  A.  Madoyan, 
members  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  secretaries  of  the  LCP  Central  Commit¬ 
tee. 

The  representatives  of  the  Lebanese  Communist  Party  conveyed  warm  greet¬ 
ings  to  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  people  on  the  occasion  of  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution,  and  wished  them  further  suc¬ 
cesses  in  building  a  communist  society  in  the  USSR. 

The  Lebanese  comrades  described  the  efforts  of  their  Party  to  rally  all  Le¬ 
banese  progressive  patriotic  forces  and  organizations  for  the  task  of  strengthen¬ 
ing  national  independence  and  countering  the  intrigues  of  the  imperialist  pow¬ 
ers,  and  attaining  economic  independence  for  the  country;  they  also  spoke  of 
steps  being  taken  by  the  Lebanese  Communists  to  consolidate  their  Party. 

The  representatives  of  the  two  Parties  exchanged  views  on  a  number  of 
pressing  international  issues,  particularly  on  the  ways  of  eliminating  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  Israeli  aggression.  They  hold  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Israeli 
forces  from  the  occupied  Arab  territories  to  the  position  held  before  June  5th 
is  the  main  preliminary  condition  of  establishing  peace  and  security  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East.  The  Lebanese  comrades  appreciate  the  all-out  support  and  aid  being 
rendered  by  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  Arab  countries  suffering 
from  Israeli  aggression.  The  representatives  of  both  Parties  expressed  the  de¬ 
sire  to  further  the  development  of  friendly  relations  between  the  USSR  and 
the  Lebanon. 

The  representatives  of  the  CPSU  and  the  Lebanese  Communist  Party  de¬ 
nounced  the  splitting  and  subversive  activity  of  the  Mao  Tse-tung  group,  and 
favoured  the  preparation  and  holding  of  a  new  international  meeting  of  Com¬ 
munist  and  Workers’  Parties  to  consolidate  the  world  communist  movement  on 
the  basis  of  the  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  and  proletarian  international¬ 
ism. 


Pravda,  November  23,  1967 


M.  A.  Suslov,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau  and  Secretary  of  the  CC 
CPSU,  and  B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the  CC  CPSU,  had  a  meeting  at  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU  with  the  delegation  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  Israel,  which  arrived  for  the  celebrations  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Oc¬ 
tober  Revolution.  The  delegation  included  Meir  Vilner,  Secretary  of  the  Politi¬ 
cal  Bureau  of  the  CC  CPI,  and  Toufiq  Tubi,  Member  of  the  Political  Bureau 
and  Secretary  of  the  CC  CPI. 

An  indentity  of  views  was  recorded  during  the  exchange  of  opinion  between 
the  representatives  of  the  CPSU  and  the  CPI  on  a  number  of  questions  of 
common  interest,  including  the  current  situation  in  the  Middle  East. 


Pravda,  November  25,  1967 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  SCIENTIFIC 
CONFERENCE  ON  THE  50th  ANNIVERSARY  jj|j* 

OF  THE  GREAT  OCTOBER  SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTION  AND  PROBLEMS  OF  TODAY’S 
INTERNATIONAL  WORKING  CLASS  AND  19 

REVOLUTIONARY  LIBERATION  MOVEMENTS 

To  Participants  of  the  International  Conference 
“Fifty  Years  of  the  October  Revolution  and  the 


International  Working  Class” 

The  CPSU  Central  Committee  warm¬ 
ly  greets  the  participants  in  the  Inter¬ 
national  Scientific  Conference — promi¬ 
nent  scientists  and  outstanding  figures 
in  the  world  working  class  and  natio¬ 
nal  liberation  movements. 

The  past  half  century  has  confirmed 
the  correctness  of  the  fundamental 
precept  of  Marxism-Leninism  on  the 
epoch-making  mission  of  the  working 
class,  which  has  emerged  as  a  major 
force  in  overthrowing  the  system  of 
exploitation  and  building  a  new,  socia¬ 
list  social  and  economic  formation.  The 
international  working  class  and  the 
world  system  of  socialism  which  stem¬ 
med  from  it  are  exerting  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  influence  on  world  social  de¬ 
velopment. 

During  the  past  decades  the  cause  of 
the  October  Revolution  has  undergone 
the  test  of  history  and  demonstrated 
its  unimpaired  vitality.  It  lives  on  and 
triumphs  in  the  victory  of  socialism,  in 
the  achievements  of  communist  con¬ 
struction  in  the  USSR,  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  world  socialist  system,  in 
the  powerful  upsurge  of  the  working 
class  movement  and  successes  gained 
in  the  national  liberation  struggle. 

At  a  time  when  imperialism  is  step¬ 
ping  up  its  aggressive  schemes,  the  in¬ 


ternational  revolutionary  working  class 
movement  feels  duty-bound  to  streng¬ 
then  the  unity  of  its  militant  ranks  in 
keeping  with  the  principles  of  proleta¬ 
rian  internationalism.  Rendering  all¬ 
round,  ever  increasing  aid  to  the  heroic 
people  of  Vietnam  and  supporting  the 
just  anti-imperialist  struggle  of  the 
Arab  peoples,  the  CPSU,  the  Soviet 
people  as  a  whole  are  marching  in  a 
united  front,  together  with  the  inter¬ 
national  working  class,  the  fraternal 
socialist  countries,  the  forces  of  the  na¬ 
tional  liberation  movement,  fighting 
against  imperialism,  for  socialism,  na¬ 
tional  liberation,  democracy  and  peace. 

Looking  back  at  the  road  traversed 
from  the  summit  of  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  October  Revolution,  Marx- 
ist-Leninists  draw  conclusions  and  learn 
important  lessons,  in  order  to  best  solve 
the  tasks  posed  by  life.  Of  paramount 
importance  is  the  conclusion  that  the 
struggle  for  the  purity  of  Marxist-Le- 
ninist  theory,  for  its  development  on 
the  basis  of  generalization  of  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  working  class  move¬ 
ment  has  always  served  the  cause  of 
the  revolution,  the  interests  of  social¬ 
ism.  There  is  no  doubt  that  your  con¬ 
ference  will  make  a  momentous  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  study  and  generaliza- 
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don  of  the  wealth  of  experience  effort  of  Marxist-Leninists  to  delve 

accumulated  by  the  international  work-  more  deeply  into  these  problems, 
ing  class  and  the  whole  liberation  We  wish  the  Conference  participants 
movement,  will  facilitate  the  joint  great  successes  in  their  work. 


Central  Committee,  Communist  Party 
of  the  Soviet  Union 


*  *  * 


The  International  Scientific  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  and 
problems  of  the  today’s  international 
working  class  and  revolutionary  lib¬ 
eration  movements,  sponsored  by  the 
International  Working  Class  Movement 
Institute  opened  on  November  11,  in 
the  Kremlin  Theatre,  Moscow. 

The  presidium  members  included 
M.  A.  Suslov,  Member  of  the  Political 
Bureau  and  Secretary  of  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee;  B.  N.  Ponomarev, 
Secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Com¬ 
mittee;  P.  N.  Fedoseyev,  director  of  the 
Marxism-Leninism  Institute  under  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee;  S.  A.  Dange, 
Chairman  of  the  National  Council, 
Communist  Party  of  India;  D.  Ibarru- 
ri,  Chairman,  Communist  Party  of 
Spain;  W.  Kashtan,  General  Secretary, 
Communist  Party  of  Canada;  T.  Buck, 
National  Chairman,  Communist  Party 
of  Canada;  M.  Keita,  member  of  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Revolution;  A.  Verdugo,  First 
Secretary,  Central  Committee,  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Mexico;  Ali  Saad  Ali, 
General  Secretary,  the  Arab  Socialist 
Union;  Kh.  Bagdash,  General  Secre¬ 
tary,  Central  Committee,  Communist 
Party  of  Syria;  G.  Hall,  General  Se¬ 
cretary,  Communist  Party  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America;  H.  Winston,  Na¬ 
tional  Chairman,  Communist  Party  of 
the  USA;  R.  Arismendi,  First  Secre¬ 
tary,  Central  Committee,  Communist 
Party  of  Uruguay;  E.  Faion,  member 
of  the  Political  Bureau,  French  Com¬ 
munist  Partv;  L.  Corvalan,  General 
Secretary,  Central  Committee,  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Chile;  E.  Salomaa, 
Vice-Chairman,  Communist  Party  of 
Finland;  P.  Saad,  General  Secretary, 
Central  Committee,  Communist  Party 
of  Ecuador;  R.  Rao,  General  Secretary, 


National  Council,  Communist  Party  of 
India;  E.  Burnelle,  Chairman,  Commu¬ 
nist  Party  of  Belgium;  E.  Woog,  Ge¬ 
neral  Secretary,  Swiss  Party  of  Labour; 
J.  Marx,  Chairman,  Communist  Party 
of  South  Africa;  R.  Radmanesh,  Chair¬ 
man,  Central  Committee  Bureau,  the 
People’s  Party  of  Iran  (Tudeh);  E.  Ale- 
nius,  Chairman,  the  Finnish  People’s 
Democratic  League;  delegations,  from 
Bulgaria,  Hungary,  the  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  of  Germany,  the  Mongolian 
People’s  Republic,  Poland,  Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia;  Dang  Quang  Minh, 
Head  of  the  Representation  of  the 
South  Vietnam  National  Liberation 
Front  in  the  USSR;  other  prominent 
people  in  the  international  working 
class,  democratic  and  national  libera¬ 
tion  movements;  leading  trade  union¬ 
ists,  Soviet  and  foreign  scholars.  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  more  than  seventy 
countries  took  part  in  the  Conference. 


*  *  * 


T.  T.  Timofeyev,  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  USSR  Academy  of 
Sciences,  director  of  the  International 
Working  Class  Movement  Institute, 
gave  the  inaugural  address. 

M.  A.  Suslov  read  the  greetings  from 
the  CPSU  Central  Committee  to  the 
Conference  participants. 

Soviet  people,  he  said,  and  the  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  fraternal  socialist  countries, 
working  people  and  their  organizations, 
fighters  against  imperialism,  for  peace 
and  friendship  on  all  the  continents, 
have  celebrated  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revo¬ 
lution — a  jubilee  of  international  histo¬ 
ric  significance. 

The  October  Revolution,  its  ideas 
and  accomplishments  belong  to  huma¬ 
nity  as  a  v/hole,  M.  A.  Suslov  said. 
The  October  Revolution  initiated  the 
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great  process  of  revolutionary  renais¬ 
sance  of  the  world.  Today,  during  the 
jubilee  celebrations,  we  see  the  specta¬ 
cular  gains  scored  by  the  main  detach¬ 
ments  of  the  international  revolution¬ 
ary  movement — the  working  people  in 
the  socialist  countries,  the  working 
class  in  the  capitalist  countries  and  the 
national  liberation  movement  in  Asia, 
Africa  and  Latin  America. 

These  achievements  were  creditably 
assessed  in  the  report  of  L.  I.  Brezh¬ 
nev,  General  Secretary  of  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee,  in  the  speeches  of 
the  foreign  guests  at  the  jubilee  meet¬ 
ings  in  Moscow,  Leningrad  and  other 
cities  of  the  Soviet  Union.  The  world 
revolutionary  process  is  growing  in 
scale  and  scope.  M.  A.  Suslov  empha¬ 
sized  that  the  theme  of  the  Conference 
— the  50th  anniversary  of  the  October 
Revolution  and  the  international  work¬ 
ing  class — was  extremely  relevant.  The 
experience  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  the  building  of  a  new  society  in 
the  Soviet  Union  was  of  paramount 
importance.  Besides  we  now  pos¬ 
sess  the  valuable  experience  acquired  by 
the  peoples  in  the  fraternal  socialist 
countries.  All  detachments  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  revolutionary  movement 
have  contributed  to  the  collective  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  struggle  for  social  pro¬ 
gress,  for  socialism  and  communism. 

The  general  laws  of  the  transition 
from  capitalism  to  socialism,  tested  in 
the  course  of  the  October  Revolution 
and  subsequent  socialist  revolutions, 
were  specified  in  the  documents  of  the 
1957  and  1960  Moscow  Meetings  of 
Representatives  of  Communist  and 
Workers’  Parties.  Life  has  fully  cor¬ 
roborated  the  correctness  of  the  basic 
conclusions  of  international  Marxist 
thought  on  the  key  problems  of  our 
time. 

This  concerns,  first  of  all,  the  role 
of  the  working  class  in  the  present 
epoch.  The  historic  mission  of  the  pro¬ 
letariat,  the  most  consistent  revolutio¬ 
nary  class  which  breaks  the  chains  of 
capitalist  slavery  and  rallies  the  mas¬ 
ses  around  it  for  building  a  new  so¬ 
ciety,  a  society  without  exploiters  and 
exploited,  was  clearly  manifested  in  the 
victory  of  the  October  Revolution.  The 
experience  of  the  Soviet  Union  has 
convincingly  proved  that  the  working 
class  and  its  revolutionary  vanguard  is 
capable  of  great  deeds.  Lenin  taught 


that  the  working  class  led  the  working 
people  not  only  in  the  struggle  for  pow¬ 
er,  but  also  “in  the  work  of  creating 
the  new,  socialist  social  system  and  in 
the  entire  struggle  for  the  complete 
abolition  of  classes.”  (Lenin.  Coll. 
Works,  Vol.  29,  p.  420.) 

The  epoch-making  role  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class — the  motive  force  in  the 
struggle  against  imperialism,  for  the 
revolutionary  rebirth  of  the  world — is 
steadily  increasing. 

Under  socialism  the  working  class 
and  its  organizations  face  new  tasks.  In 
the  fifty  years  of  its  existence  and  de¬ 
velopment,  the  stability,  defence  capac¬ 
ity  and  economic  efficiency  of  socialist 
society  has  stood  the  exacting  test  of 
time.  The  socialist  system  has  passed 
all  these  trials  with  flying  colours  and 
demonstrated  its  indisputable  advanta¬ 
ges  over  the  capitalist  system  in  every 
way — politically,  militarily,  socially, 
economically,  scientifically  and  techno¬ 
logically. 

Furthermore,  the  socialist  system  has 
tremendous  latent  reserves  which  until 
now  are  far  from  being  fully  utilized. 
The  science  of  Marxism-Leninism  must 
further  elaborate  the  theoretical  prob¬ 
lems  connected  with  the  fuller  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  enormous  potentialities  of 
the  socialist  system  of  economy,  per¬ 
fection  of  socialist  democracy  and  pub¬ 
lic  relations,  and  creation  of  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  further  steady  improve¬ 
ment  of  working  people’s  living  stand¬ 
ards  and  the  all-round  development 
of  man. 

The  present  stage  of  world  develop¬ 
ment  poses  a  whole  range  of  new  tasks 
in  the  struggle  against  imperialism.  We 
must  soberly  assess  the  situation  in  the 
camp  of  our  class  enemy,  the  changes 
in  the  economic  and  political  life  of 
imperialism.  The  internal  and  external 
contradictions  of  imperialism  are  still 
further  aggravated  by  the  development 
of  monopoly  capitalism  into  state  mo¬ 
nopoly  capitalism.  Neither  the  growing 
interference  of  the  bourgeois  state  in 
economic  life,  nor  the  setting  up  of  in¬ 
ternational  state  monopoly  integrations 
of  the  Common  Market  type,  nor  the 
arms  race  in  the  USA  and  other  capi¬ 
talist  countries  will  prevent  the  in¬ 
creasing  economic  and  political  instabi¬ 
lity  of  modern  capitalism,  the  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  the  general  crisis  of  the  capita¬ 
list  system. 
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World  reactionaries  headed  by  US 
imperialism  are  seeking  a  way  out  of 
the  deepening  economic  and  socio-po¬ 
litical  antagonisms  by  preparing  and 
unleashing  military  adventures,  activat¬ 
ing  its  expansionist  and  aggressive  fo¬ 
reign  policy.  The  ruling  circles  in  the 
imperialist  states  extensively  engage  in 
ideological  sabotage  against  the  social¬ 
ist  countries,  against  the  world  work¬ 
ing  class  and  communist  movement, 
against  all  revolutionary  forces  of  to¬ 
day. 

The  national  liberation  struggle  also 
poses  important  problems  requiring  se¬ 
rious  study  on  the  part  of  Marxist 
scholars.  The  anti-imperialist,  national 
liberation  movements  are  a  tremendous 
revolutionary  force  today.  Peoples  in 
many  developing  countries  have  en¬ 
tered  a  new  stage  of  struggle — the  strug¬ 
gle  for  economic  independence,  for  car¬ 
rying  out  deep-going  social  transfor¬ 
mations — resulting  in  intensification  of 
the  class  struggle  in  these  countries. 

Marxism  is  an  ever  living  teaching, 
based  on  revolutionary  materialist  dia¬ 
lectics  which  always  requires  a  con¬ 
crete  analysis  of  a  concrete  situation. 
All  our  victories  and  achievements  are 
closely  connected  with  Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism,  with  its  creative  development. 
Faithful  adherence  to  Marxism,  its 
creative  development,  the  scientific  ge¬ 
neralization  of  the  international  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  working  people’s  struggle 
and  the  elaboration  of  ways  and  forms 
of  its  development  is  the  earnest  of  our 
future  victories. 

The  constant  development  of  our  re¬ 
volutionary  theory  is  an  indispensable 
requisite  for  our  further  progress. 

Joint  elaboration  and  broad  discus¬ 
sion  by  Marxists  from  various  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  theoretical  problems  is  of 
great  importance  for  achieving  mutual 
understanding  and  consolidating  the 
ideological  and  political  unity  of  the 
world  workers’  and  anti-imperialist 
movements. 

We  are  happy  to  note  that  the  striv¬ 
ing  for  unity,  for  joint  theoretical 
effort  is  making  headway  in  the  inter¬ 
national  communist  and  working  class 
movement. 

At  present  imperialism  is  making 
feverish  attempts  to  halt  social  pro¬ 
gress.  World  reaction  is  threatening  the 
very  existence  of  humanity.  In  these 
conditions  it  is  of  vital  importance  to 


cement  the  unity  of  the  international 
working  class  movement.  Adherence  to 
the  principles  of  proletarian  interna¬ 
tionalism  in  deeds  rather  than  words 
is  an  important  condition  for  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  cause  of  peace,  national 
liberation,  democracy  and  socialism  the 
world  over. 

We  hope  the  present  Conference  will 
contribute  substantially  to  the  discus¬ 
sion  and  study  of  scientific  problems 
concerning  the  class  struggle,  the  mo¬ 
dern  revolutionary  movement,  to  the 
creative  analysis  of  the  attainments  of 
this  movement  in  the  first  half  century 
following  the  October  Revolution  and 
analysis  of  the  development  trends  of 
the  world  working  class  movement. 

We  are  now  entering  into  the  sec¬ 
ond  half  century  of  the  new,  socialist 
era  ushered  in  by  the  Great  October 
Revolution.  We  look  into  the  future 
with  confidence  and  optimism. 

The  great  ideas  of  socialism  are  in¬ 
creasingly  winning  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  the  working  people  the  world 
over. 

Then  M.  A.  Suslov  read  the  address 
of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  to  the 
Conference  participants. 

B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee,  was  the  next 
speaker.  He  delivered  a  report  on  the 
“Fifty  Years  of  the  Great  October  Re¬ 
volution  and  the  Contemporary  Work¬ 
ing  Class  Movement.” 

B.  N.  Ponomarev  said  that  during 
the  past  fifty  years  all  major  events 
in  the  history  of  humanity  have  been 
connected  in  some  way  or  other  with 
the  development  of  socialism  in  our 
country,  with  the  forces  fighting  for 
the  rebirth  of  the  world  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  the  October  Revolution,  under 
the  banner  of  Marxism-Leninism. 

L.  I.  Brezhnev,  General  Secretary  of 
the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  gave  a 
detailed  Marxist-Leninist  analysis  of 
the  fifty-year  history  of  Soviet  society 
in  his  report  at  the  official  Kremlin 
ceremony  on  November  3.  The  report 
noted  the  historical  importance  of  the 
spectacular  victories  of  the  Soviet  peo¬ 
ple  led  by  the  Leninist  Party. 

B.  N.  Ponomarev  stated  that  both  the 
Soviet  Union  and  all  the  revolutionary 
forces  of  the  epoch  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution  have  summarized  the  results 
of  their  half  century  of  activity.  This 
was  reflected  in  the  documents  of  the 
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fraternal  Parties  and  political  cam¬ 
paigns  to  commemorate  the  occasion, 
in  the  speeches  of  leading  figures  in  the 
socialist  states  and  Marxist-Leninist 
Parties,  leaders  of  the  young  indepen¬ 
dent  states,  envoys  of  the  national  li¬ 
beration  and  democratic  movements. 

In  this  jubilee  year  it  has  become 
abundantly  clear  who  are  for  and  who 
are  against  socialism,  revolution  and 
independence  no  matter  how  pious  they 
sound.  Once  again  it  was  confirmed 
that  the  gauge  of  real  internationalism 
and  anti-imperialism,  real  revolution¬ 
ary  character  and  Marxist-Leninist  ide¬ 
ological  content — is  the  attitude  to  the 
October  Revolution,  its  heritage,  the 
achievements  of  socialism  on  the  basis 
of  its  ideas — a  truth  accepted  by  all 
genuine  revolutionaries. 

In  the  first  part  of  his  report 
B.  N.  Ponomarev  spoke  of  the  role  of 
the  Soviet  working  class  in  developing 
the  world  revolutionary  process. 

The  historic  service  of  the  working 
class  of  our  country  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  first  class  to  achieve  the 
highest  level  of  organization:  it  has 
created  a  revolutionary  proletarian 
party  acting  as  a  powerful  political  in¬ 
strument  which  makes  it  possible  to 
combine  unswerving  determination  and 
maximum  flexibility,  profound  theore¬ 
tical  work  and  effective  practical  activ¬ 
ity,  iron  discipline  and  democratic  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  revolutionary  ranks. 
Ponomarev  emphasized  that  the  victory 
of  the  October  Revolution  was  a  victo¬ 
ry  of  a  new,  Leninist  type  of  party. 
It  furnished  an  example  of  the  cre¬ 
ative  application  of  Marxism. 

The  triumphant  socialist  revolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union  imparted  a  new 
importance  and  scope  to  the  working 
class  movement  in  the  capitalist  coun¬ 
tries.  Under  the  impact  of  the  October 
Revolution  and  the  victory  of  the  So¬ 
viet  people  in  the  struggle  with  the 
counter-revolutionaries  and  the  inter¬ 
ventionists,  a  powerful  wave  of  revo¬ 
lutionary  demonstrations  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  swept  across  Europe. 

The  emergence  of  Communist  Par¬ 
ties,  the  emergence  and  growth  of  the 
international  communist  movement, 
was  the  most  important  outcome  of  the 
revolutionary  upsurge  initiated  by  the 
October  Revolution. 

The  rout  of  fascism  in  the  West 
and  Japanese  militarism  in  the  East 
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in  which  the  decisive  role  was  played 
by  the  Soviet  Union,  with  the  working 
class  in  the  vanguard  of  the  Resistance 
Movement,  led  to  a  basically  new  ba¬ 
lance  of  class  forces  in  the  world.  The 
people,  on  the  basis  of  their  own  ex¬ 
perience,  became  convinced  of  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  Marxist-Leninist  doctrine,  of 
the  connection  between  the  struggle 
for  democracy  and  national  liberation, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  struggle  foi 
socialism,  on  the  other.  In  a  number 
of  countries  the  liberation,  national- 
democratic,  anti-fascist  movements  de¬ 
veloped  into  socialist  revolutions.  An 
international  system  of  socialist  states 
came  into  being,  acting  as  a  powerful 
stimulus  for  the  entire  international 
working  class  movement. 

B.  N.  Ponomarev  went  on  to  say  that 
the  revolutionary  process  is  still  con¬ 
tinuing.  Revolutionary  Cuba  was  the 
first  to  light  the  torch  of  socialism  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  Socialist- 
orientated  states  have  appeared  on  the 
territories  of  former  colonial  empires 
in  Africa  and  Asia. 

The  disgraceful  war  waged  by  the 
US  aggressors  in  Vietnam  and  other 
criminal  actions  of  late  show  again 
and  again  that  imperialism  does  not 
relinquish  its  positions  voluntarily, 
that  it  resorts  to  all  sorts  of  manoeu¬ 
vres  in  attempts  to  recoup  its  losses  to 
force  the  peoples  to  surrender  their 
gains.  There  is  no  doubt,  however, 
B.  N.  Ponomarev  added,  that  with  the 
present  balance  of  class  forces  in  the 
world,  this  new  tactic  of  imperialism 
will  be  powerless  to  prevent  the  on¬ 
ward  march  to  socialism  and  revolu¬ 
tion. 

In  the  second  part  of  his  report, 
Ponomarev  analyzed  the  features  of 
the  contemporary  working  class  and 
its  struggle  for  immediate  and  ultimate 
goals. 

The  working  class  is  a  far  cry  from 
what  it  was  fifty  years  ago.  Its  strength 
is  determined  not  only  by  its  member¬ 
ship,  which  has  grown  immeasurably 
during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  the 
mass  character  of  its  organizations.  It 
is  determined  first  of  all  by  the  fact 
that  one  third  of  the  world  working 
class  has  already  assumed  state  power 
and  is  building  a  new  society.  Socialist 
and  communist  construction  is  an  in¬ 
tegral  vital  component  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  process.  Socialist  successes  ba- 
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lance  the  forces  in  favour  of  the  inter¬ 
national  working  class,  and  help  more 
fully  to  expose  capitalism  and  its  vices. 

In  the  world  revolutionary  process 
the  working  class  of  the  industrially 
developed  capitalist  countries  is  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  system  of  exploitation  in  the 
citadels  of  capital.  The  working  class 
movement  in  this  part  of  the  world  is 
developing  now  in  the  period  of  scien¬ 
tific  and  technological  revolution, 
which  affects  the  structure  and  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  working  class.  The  forms 
of  capitalist  exploitation  are  becoming 
more  complicated,  more  refined  and 
all-embracing.  Social  antagonisms  are 
being  aggravated;  the  polarization  of 
the  opposite  forces  in  the  class  struggle 
becomes  more  pronounced. 

In  characterizing  the  importance  of 
the  alliance  of  the  working  class  with 
the  peasantry,  white-collar  workers  and 
intellectuals,  Ponomarev  pointed  out 
the  valuable  experience  in  this  respect 
acquired  by  the  fraternal  Marxist-Le- 
ninist  Parties.  The  formation  of  de¬ 
mocratic  coalitions  is  an  urgent  task 
of  the  working  class  in  developed  capi¬ 
talist  countries. 

Ponomarev  stressed  the  definite  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  protest  movement  in  the 
capitalist  countries  against  US  aggres¬ 
sion  in  Vietnam,  against  reactionary 
coups  staged  by  imperialism  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Realization  of  potentialities  latent  in 
the  working  class  depends  mostly  on 
unity  of  action,  above  all  on  unity  of 
action  of  the  communist  and  social-de¬ 
mocratic  movements.  It  does  not  mean, 
however,  that  the  consistent  and  prin¬ 
cipled  struggle  against  reformism 
should  be  ignored. 

Ponomarev  dwelt  on  the  position  of 
the  working  class  and  development  of 
the  working  class  movement  in  Latin 
America,  Asia  and  Africa.  The  work¬ 
ing  class  movement  in  Latin  America, 
he  pointed  out,  is  of  especial  signi¬ 
ficance,  developing  in  a  close  proximity 
to  the  United  States. 

The  youngest  detachment  of  the 
world  working  class  is  the  proletariat 
of  former  colonies  and  dependent 
countries  of  Asia  and  Africa.  A  char¬ 
acteristic  feature  of  the  proletarian 
movement  in  Asia  and  Africa  from  the 
very  first  was  its  close  connection  with 
the  national  liberation  struggle. 

In  conclusion  Ponomarev  analyzed 


some  problems  of  proletarian  interna¬ 
tionalism. 

The  number  of  peoples  who  are  able 
to  make  their  own  constructive  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  international  process  of 
socialist  transformation  of  the  world  is 
constantly  increasing.  The  emergence 
of  the  socialist  system  gave  rise  to  the 
question  of  cooperation  of  the  peoples 
which  have  embarked  on  the  road  of 
socialism.  The  principles  of  internatio¬ 
nalism  have  become  the  rule  in  rela¬ 
tions  between  states.  The  question  of 
combining  national  and  international 
tasks  of  the  working  class  movement 
in  each  country  has  acquired  especial 
relevance. 

Today  proletarian  internationalism 
is  undergoing  a  severe  trial  in  con¬ 
nection  with  US  imperialist  aggression 
in  Vietnam.  The  Soviet  Union  and 
other  socialist  countries  are  rendering 
all-round  assistance  to  the  heroic  Viet¬ 
namese  people  in  their  just  struggle. 
Never  before  in  postwar  history  have 
all  sectors  of  the  working  class  move¬ 
ment  been  so  like-minded  on  any  ques¬ 
tion. 

The  major  requisite  of  all  past  and 
future  victories  of  the  working  class, 
Ponomarev  emphasized,  is  the  activity 
of  the  vanguard  of  the  contemporary 
social  revolution — the  international 
working  class  movement.  In  the  fifty 
years  this  movement  has  accumulated 
rich  revolutionary  and  socialist  expe¬ 
rience,  which  has  confirmed  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  Marxist-Leninist  theory. 
This"  experience  is  the  property  of  the 
international  working  class  movement, 
of  all  fighters  against  imperialism,  for 
social  progress  and  national  indepen¬ 
dence.  The  experience  of  socialist  con¬ 
struction  in  a  number  of  countries,  ex¬ 
perience  of  economic  and  political 
cooperation  will  do  much  to  speed  up 
and  facilitate  the  processes  of  funda¬ 
mental  social  transformations  in  the 
rest  of  the  world. 

The  variety  of  conditions  in  which 
the  Communist  Parties  work  determine 
their  different  approach  to  the  solution 
of  concrete  problems,  to  the  choice  of 
means  and  forms  of  the  political  strug¬ 
gle.  This,  however,  cannot  be  an  ob¬ 
stacle  to  strengthening  the  unity  of 
the  entire  movement,  to  working  out 
common  approach  to  the  general  ques¬ 
tions  of  ideology  and  policy.  Proleta¬ 
rian  internationalism  is  based  on  the 
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principles  of  equality  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  Parties.  This  is  an  indispen¬ 
sable  condition  for  their  international 
unity.  The  genuine  independence  of  the 
proletarian  party,  however,  presupposes 
maximum  utilization  of  national  po¬ 
tentialities  for  solving  international 
tasks.  This  is  a  position  commonly  ac¬ 
cepted  by  all  Marxist-Lcninists  today. 

The  50th  anniversary  of  the  October 
Revolution,  the  heroic  struggle  for 
socialism  and  communism,  the  prospects 
for  the  second  half  of  the  socialist 
century,  Ponomarev  concluded,  streng¬ 
then  the  confidence  of  the  international 
working  class  in  its  ability  to  fulfil  its 
historic  mission,  in  the  victory  of  so¬ 
cialism  and  communism  throughout  the 
world. 

Dolores  Ibarruri,  Chairman  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Spain,  spoke  on 
the  “50th  Anniversary  of  the  October 
Revolution  and  the  Importance  of  Pro¬ 
letarian  Internationalism.”  From  the 
very  inception  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
first  socialist  state,  the  bulwark  of  so¬ 
cialism  and  peoples’  independence, 
Dolores  Ibarruri  said,  world  imperial¬ 
ist  reaction  has  been  going  all  out,  not 
hesitating  to  resort  to  all  sorts  of  pro¬ 
vocations  to  prevent  the  socialist 
country  from  developing. 

Placing  the  principle  of  proletarian 
internationalism  in  the  forefront  of  the 
struggle  against  imperialism.  Comrade 
Ibarruri  emphasized,  we  want  to  re¬ 
mind  that  unity  of  action  of  all  national 
forces  championing  peace,  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  the  peoples,  and  in  particular 
unity  of  action  of  the  working  class, 
which  is  the  driving  force  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  for  peace  and  progress,  is  a  means 
of  rebuffing  reaction  and  aggression. 

Gus  Hall,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  USA,  spoke 
of  the  struggle  of  the  international 
revolutionary  forces  against  the  policy 
of  US  imperialism.  He  dwelt  at  length 
on  the  task  of  elaborating  correct  tac¬ 
tics  of  the  Communist  Parties  in  the 
struggle  against  US  imperialism.  Ap¬ 
praising  the  present  political  situation 
in  the  USA,  Gus  Hall  pointed  out  that 
the  struggle  against  the  aggressive  po¬ 
licy  of  US  imperialism  is  growing  in 
scope  and  scale.  Actions  for  peace  and 
particularly  against  aggression  in  Viet¬ 
nam  have  gained  momentum  all  over 
the  country. 

Other  speakers  at  the  Conference 


were  Mamadu  Madeira  Keita,  member 
of  the  National  Committee  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Revolution  (the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Mali);  Khalid  Bagdash,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Communist  Party  of  Syria;  R.  Is- 
caro  of  Argentina,  trade  unionist,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
WFTU. 

On  November  12,  W.  Kashtan,  Ge¬ 
neral  Secretary  of  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  of  Canada,  addressed  the  Confe¬ 
rence.  He  said  that  in  conditions  of 
state  monopoly  capitalism  and  a  scien¬ 
tific  and  technological  revolution  the 
struggle  of  the  working  class  of  the 
capitalist  countries  is  assuming  a  more 
radical  character.  The  task  is  to  unite 
all  forces  of  genuine  democracy  in  a 
powerful  anti-imperialist  coalition. 
This  gives  rise  to  a  number  of  impor¬ 
tant  problems  regarding  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  Communist  Party  with 
Social-Democrats  and  trade  union  or¬ 
ganizations.  The  speaker  analyzed  the 
methods  and  forms  of  the  struggle 
against  monopoly  capital. 

E.  Woog,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Swiss  Party  of  Labour,  spoke  on  the 
relationship  between  economic  condi¬ 
tions  and  the  class  struggle. 

Pierre  Joye,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
Belgium,  pointed  out  that  the  example 
of  the  socialist  countries  showed  that 
under  socialism  it  was  possible  to  solve 
problems  which  capitalism  could  not 
solve. 

Jean  Kill,  member  of  the  Presidium 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Luxembourg,  stressed 
the  universal  character  of  the  October 
Revolution.  J.  Jackson,  member  of  the 
National  Executive  Bureau  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  the  USA,  said  that 
with  socialism  becoming  a  world  sys¬ 
tem  new  possibilities  had  opened  up 
for  the  struggle  of  the  revolutionary 
forces  the  world  over.  S.  Yamajaka, 
representative  of  the  General  Council 
of  Trade  Union  of  Japan  (SOHIO) 
spoke  about  the  struggle  of  the  work¬ 
ing  people  of  Japan  against  the  Japa- 
no-American  military  pact  and  against 
the  US  aggression  in  Vietnam,  for  so¬ 
cial  and  economic  demands. 

Geza  Revesz,  veteran  Hungarian  re¬ 
volutionary,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Hungarian  Socialist 
Workers’  Party,  spoke  on  the  ideas  of 
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the  Great  October  Revolution  and 
socialist  construction  in  Hungary.  He 
stressed  the  importance  of  the  October 
Revolution  for  the  development  of  the 
revolutionary  movement  in  Hungary. 
Other  speakers  were  A.  Krcek,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Council  of  Trade  Unions 
of  Czechoslovakia;  G.  Ochirbat,  head 
of  the  sector  of  the  Party  History 
Institute  under  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  Mongolian  People’s  Revolution¬ 
ary  Party;  D.  Mitev,  representative  of 
the  Party  History  Institute  under  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Bulgarian 
Communist  Party;  J.  Moiks,  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  the  working  class  and 
trade  union  movement  of  Spain;  A.  Si- 
monen,  Chairman  of  the  Social-Demo¬ 
cratic  Workers  and  Small  Holders 
Union  of  Finland;  L.  Andersson,  edi¬ 
tor-in-chief  of  the  Swedish  magazine 
Tiden;  E.  Peggio,  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  Italian  Commun¬ 
ist  Party,  head,  of  the  Centre  for  Stu¬ 
dying  Economic  Problems;  E.  Svens- 
son  (Sweden),  member  of  the  Left 
Party  of  Communists;  G.  Cogniot, 
Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Maurice  Thorez  Institute; 
J.  Boukambou,  Politburo  Member,  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Party  of  the  National 
Revolutionary  Movement  of  the  Congo 
(Brazzaville)  and  others.  All  in  all 
28  speakers  took  the  floor. 


On  November  13,  the  first  speaker 
was  E.  Fajon,  member  of  the  Politi¬ 
cal  Bureau  of  the  French  Communist 
Party,  political  director  of  L’Human- 
ite.  In  his  report  “The  October  Revo¬ 
lution  and  the  Development  of  Work¬ 
ing  Class  Movement  in  France”  he 
pointed  out  that  the  October  Revolu¬ 
tion  had  helped  to  revive  the  French 
working  class  movement  and  create 
modern  conditions  for  the  struggle  for 
socialism.  As  a  result  of  the  October 
Revolution  the  French  Communist  Par¬ 
ty,  learning  to  overcome  difficulties, 
became  a  Party  of  the  Leninist  type. 

R.  Radmanesh,  Chairman  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  Bureau  of  the  People’s 
Party  of  Iran,  said  that  during  the  past 
50  years  the  life  and  struggle  of  the 
working  people  of  Iran  had  been  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  Great 


October  Revolution.  Our  Party,  he  said, 
expressed  the  aspirations  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  and  all  working  people  of 
the  country.  It  has  always  cherished 
the  inviolable  friendship  and  fraternal 
alliance  with  the  Communist  Party  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

E.  Salomaa,  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Finland,  dwelt  on 
some  aspects  of  the  influence  of  the 
October  Revolution  on  the  world  work¬ 
ing  class  movement  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  working  class  of  Finland. 
He  said  that  the  Communist  Party  of 
Finland  began  to  elaborate  its  new 
programme,  taking  account  of  the  re¬ 
volutionary  experience  in  various  coun¬ 
tries,  above  all  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

L.  Aarons,  National  Secretary  of 
the  Communist  Party  of  Australia, 
concentrated  on  problems  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  movement  of  Australia. 

E.  Diehl,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Socialist  Unity  Par¬ 
ty  of  Germany,  deputy  director  of  the 
Institute  of  Marxism-Leninism  under 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Socialist 
Unity  Party  of  Germany,  spoke  about 
the  close  and  constantly  growings 
friendship  between  the  GDR  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

A.  Occhetto,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  Secretariat  and  Executive 
Bureau  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
Italy,  stressed  the  universal  significance 
of  the  October  Revolution. 

Italian  Communists,  in  making  their 
contribution  to  the  development  of  the 
Marxist  theory,  were  elaborating  the 
problems  of  socialist  revolution,  taking 
into  account  concrete  conditions  of 
their  country,  in  keeping  with  Leninism 
and  the  experience  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution. 

L.  Stringos,  member  of  the  Political 
Bureau  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Communist  Party  of  Greece,  urged 
coordinating  the  peoples’  efforts  in  the 
struggle  against  growing  aggressiveness 
of  US  imperialism,  as  evident  from  the 
fascist  coup  in  Greece.  He  expressed 
profound  gratitude  to  the  Soviet  people 
for  their  solidarity  with  the  Greek 
people  in  their  bitter  struggle. 

E.  Alenius,  Chairman  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Union  of  the  People  of  Finland, 
spoke  on  the  strategy  of  the  forces  of 
socialism  in  present-day  Finland. 

J.  Ledwohn,  member  of  the  Politi¬ 
cal  Bureau  of  the  Central  Committee 


REVIEWS 


71 


of  the  German  Communist  Party,  spoke 
of  the  struggle  of  the  working  class 
in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
against  state  monopoly  capitalism. 

G.  Vieira,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Communist 
Party  of  Colombia,  emphasized  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  unity  of  the  working 
class  and  national  liberation  movement. 

T.  Davagsuren,  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  Mongolian  Na¬ 
tional  Revolutionary  Party,  dwelt  on 
the  significance  of  proletarian  interna¬ 


*  *  * 

The  International  Scientific  Confe¬ 
rence  held  in  Moscow  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  International  Working 
Class  Movement  Institute  continued  its 
deliberations  on  November  14.  The 
participants  dwelt  on  the  life-asserting 
ideas  of  the  October  Revolution,  the 
role  of  the  working  class  and  its  van¬ 
guard,  the  growth  of  the  liberation  for¬ 
ces  in  the  struggle  against  imperialism. 

Ruben  Sous,  General  Secretary  of 
the  People’s  Party  of  Panama,  spoke 
of  the  struggle  of  Panama’s  mass  de¬ 
mocratic  organizations  to  attain  natio¬ 
nal  sovereignty,  against  converting 
Panama  into  a  military  bridgehead  of 
US  imperialism. 

P.  Clancy,  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
Australia,  spoke  at  length  about  the 
decision  adopted  by  the  recent  Party 
Congress  on  comprehensive  support  of 
the  principles  of  proletarian  interna¬ 
tionalism.  He  noted  that  rank-and-file 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  were 
fighting  against  monopolies  with  the 
Communists. 

Toshio  Koto,  of  the  Socialist  Party 
of  Japan,  spoke  about  the  close  con¬ 
nection  between  the  tasks  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  struggle  of  the 
Japanese  proletariat  in  present-day 
conditions. 

G.  Jackson,  First  Secretary  of  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Socialist 
Unity  Party  of  New  Zealand,  stressed 
that  in  our  day  New  Zealand  Commu¬ 
nists — consistent  followers  of  the  Marx¬ 


tionalism  and  international  education 
of  the  working  people.  He  stressed 
that  proletarian  internationalism  was 
incompatible  with  anti-Sovietism,  with 
attacks  on  the  land  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution. 

Other  speakers  at  the  conference 
were  L.  Mauvais,  Secretary  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Confederation  of  Labour  of 
France;  J.  Perez,  Secretary  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  Uruguay;  T.  Otegbeye,  a  prominent 
public  figure  from  Nigeria,  etc. 


Pravda,  November  14,  1967 


ist-Leninist  concept  of  the  class  strug¬ 
gle — work  tirelessly  to  achieve  the 
unity  of  the  working  people  of  New 
Zealand,  fighting  for  better  life,  against 
the  US  aggression  in  Vietnam, 
against  the  domination  of  monopolies. 
G.  Jackson  censured  the  manoeuvres  of 
the  splitters  of  the  working  class  and 
communist  movement  in  New  Zealand. 

B.  Bunting,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
the  South  African  Republic,  spoke  of 
the  imperialist  intrigues  against  the  re¬ 
volutionary  struggle  of  the  African 
peoples.  He  said  that  the  war  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  were  waging  in  Vietnam  and 
the  Israeli  aggression  against  the  Arab 
countries  made  imperative  to  further 
elaborate  the  strategy  and  tactics  of 
the  national  liberation  movement. 

E.  Ambartsumov,  deputy  director  of 
the  International  Working  Class  Move¬ 
ment  Institute,  speaking  about  the 
validity  of  the  experience  of  the  Octo¬ 
ber  Revolution  in  our  time,  criticized 
the  attempts  by  the  enemies  of  Marx¬ 
ism  to  represent  the  October  Revolu¬ 
tion  as  a  Russian  national  phenomenon 
and  to  ignore  its  influence  on  the 
world  revolutionary  process.  Soviet 
historian  K.  Brutents  analyzed  the  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  the  present  stage  of  the 
national  liberation  movement. 

V.  Ezhov  and  R.  Suleimanov,  M.Sc. 
(History);  spoke  on  the  experience  of 
building  the  Soviet  socialist  multina¬ 
tional  state. 

S.  Stojanovic,  head  of  a  sector  at 
the  Belgrade  Institute  of  the  Working 
Class  Movement,  emphasized  that  the 
development  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
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proletariat  presupposed  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  such  forms  of  socialist  demo¬ 
cracy  which  strengthened  the  leading 
position  of  the  working  class  in  so¬ 
ciety. 

G.  Vass,  director  of  the  Party  His¬ 
tory  Institute  under  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Hungarian  Social¬ 
ist  Workers’  Party,  in  speaking  of  the 
relationship  between  internationalism 
and  patriotism,  pointed  out  that  it 
was  up  to  the  theoreticians  to  make  a 
scientific,  detailed  study  of  all  these 
questions. 

Z.  Fainburg,  M.  Sc.  (Economy),  of 
the  USSR  delivered  a  report  “The 
Working  Class  and  Culture.” 

S.  Widerspiel,  a  Polish  scholar,  said 
that  in  the  new  historical  situation 
which  emerged  with  the  rout  of  fas¬ 
cism,  Poland  had  revived  as  a  national 
state  and  embarked  on  the  road  of 
socialist  development,  on  the  road  of 
the  October  Revolution  under  the  lea¬ 
dership  of  the  working  class. 

V.  Perevedentsev,  M.  Sc.  (Econo¬ 
my),  of  the  USSR  spoke  of  some  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  the  ethnical  coalescence 
of  nations  in  the  process  of  commun¬ 
ist  construction  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
J.  Simeks,  head  of  the  Ideology  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Communist  Party  of  Czechoslova¬ 
kia,  spoke  of  the  development  of  the 
Czech  and  Slovakian  working  class 

T.  Swatantra,  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  India,  dwelt  on  the  struggle  of  ag¬ 
ricultural  workers  for  the  agrarian  re¬ 
form. 


*  ;{■ 

At  the  concluding  meeting  on  No¬ 
vember  15,  A.  M.  Verdugo,  First  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Me¬ 
xico,  took  the  floor.  He  spoke  about 
new  tasks  facing  the  working  class  and 
communist  movement  of  Mexico. 

R.  Guioldi,  Secretary  of  the  Cent¬ 
ral  Committee  of  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  of  Argentina,  spoke  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  significance  of  Marxism-Leninism 
and  the  experience  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution,  stating  that  the  Communist 
Party  of  Argentina  followed  Lenin’s 
behests  in  its  activity. 


A.  A.  Kutsenkov,  head  of  a  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  International  Working 
Class  Movement  Institute  (USSR), 
spoke  on  political  and  social  problems 
of  the  countries  of  Asia,  Africa  and  La¬ 
tin  America. 

Other  speakers  were  Wahab  Good- 
luck,  President  of  the  Nigerian  Con¬ 
gress  of  Trade  Unions;  Professor 
W.  Horn,  head  of  the  Chair  of  His¬ 
tory  of  the  German  Working  Class 
Movement  at  the  Berlin  High  Party 
School;  D.  Khuresianu,  head  of  a  de¬ 
partment  at  the  Institute  of  Historical 
and  Socio-Political  Studies  under  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Rumanian 
Communist  Party;  V.  Marinov,  Bulga¬ 
rian  scholar;  F.  Diabate,  Secretary  of 
the  National  Union  of  the  Working 
People  of  Mali;  Dario  Valori,  Deputy 
Political  Secretary  of  the  Socialist  Pro¬ 
letarian  Unity  Party  of  Italy;  Rako- 
tobe,  Vice-President  of  the  Federation 
of  trade  Unions  of  the  Working  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Madagascar;  Ali  Saad  Ali 
(UAR),  Secretary  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Arab  Socialist  Union; 
Z.  Ahmad,  Member  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
India;  Y.  Campusano,  member  of  the 
Political  Commission  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
Chile;  R.  Ortego,  active  in  the  working 
class  movement  of  Bolivia;  H.  Petrak, 
of  the  Institute  of  Social  Sciences  un¬ 
der  the  Central  Committee  of  the  So¬ 
cialist  Unity  Party  of  Germany;  A.  Le~ 
winbraun,  trade  union  leader  from  Is¬ 
rael,  etc. 

Pravda,  November  15,  1967 


T.  T.  Timofeyev,  director  of  the 
International  Working  Class  Movement 
Institute,  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
USSR  Academy  cf  Sciences,  spoke  on 
the  international  working  class  move¬ 
ment  and  present-day  imperialism,  em¬ 
phasizing  that  the  most  important 
trends  and  accomplishments  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  working  class  movement, 
the  achievements  of  socialism  over  the 
half  century  are  convincing  proof  of 
the  leading  role  of  the  international 
working  class  and  its  organizations  in 
the  development  of  the  world  revolu¬ 
tionary  liberation  process. 

Pedro  Saad,  General  Secretary  of 


REVIEWS 


the  Central  Committee  of  the  Commu¬ 
nist  Party  of  Ecuador,  spoke  of 
strengthening  the  national  democratic 
front  and  the  tasks  of  anti-imperialist 
struggle. 

J.  Konio,  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  French  Communist 
Party,  Chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Council  of  the  Maurice  Thorez  Insti¬ 
tute,  on  behalf  of  his  Party  and  Insti¬ 
tute  thanked  the  personnel  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Working  Class  Movement 
Institute  for  the  organization  of  the 
Conference 

Tim  Buck,  National  Secretary  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  Canada,  noted  the 
great  significance  of  the  October  Re¬ 
volution  for  the  working  class  struggle 
in  the  imperialist  countries.  He  said 
that  the  Communist  Party  of  Canada 
was  firmly  in  favour  of  convening  an 
international  conference  of  Commun¬ 
ists. 

Z.  Wrublewski,  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  Polish  United 
Workers’  Party,  deputy  chief  of  the 
Science  Department  of  the  Polish  Par¬ 
ty’s  Central  Committee,  said  that  in 
present-day  conditions  the  experience 
of  the  working  class  struggle  against 
imperialism  and  war  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  working  class  and  its  par¬ 
ties  in  building  socialist  society  are  of 
paramount  importance. 

The  concluding  speech  was  made  by 
B.  N.  Ponomarev,  Secretary  of  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee. 

Noting  that  the  International  Scien¬ 
tific  Conference  “Fifty  Years  of  the 
October  Revolution  and  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Working  Class”  was  completing 
its  work,  he  stated  that  the  fruitful 
and  beneficial  exchange  of  opinion  du¬ 
ring  the  Conference  would  undoubted¬ 
ly  facilitate  the  study  of  the  rich  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  international  working 
class  and  the  entire  liberation  move¬ 
ment. 

The  Conference  was  held  under  the 
banner  of  internationalism,  the  ideas 
of  the  Great  October  Revolution,  the 
50th  anniversary  of  which  we  just  ce¬ 
lebrated.  The  jubilee  festivities  were 
a  demonstration  of  the  tremendous  im¬ 
pact  of  the  ideas  of  Marxism-Leninism 
on  world  development. 

We  are  entering  into  the  second 
half  a  century  of  the  socialist  era, 
B.  N.  Ponomarev  continued,  in  a  si¬ 
tuation  of  the  intensified  struggle  of 


the  socialist  forces  against  imperialism 
and  reaction.  Present  here  arc  not  on¬ 
ly  theoreticians,  but  also  active  fight¬ 
ers  for  the  cause  of  the  working  class, 
national  liberation,  democracy  and  so¬ 
cialism.  For  that  reason  the  Confer¬ 
ence  paid  particular  attention  to  rele¬ 
vant  problems  concerning  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  offensive  of  the  peoples  against 
the  common  enemy,  to  problems  of  the 
anti-imperialist  struggle. 

Marxist-Leninists  are  the  ideologi¬ 
cal  vanguard  of  our  epoch.  They  pro¬ 
vide  the  most  correct  solutions  to  ques¬ 
tions  posed  by  life  and  in  the  course 
of  struggle. 

The  speaker  stressed  that  Commun¬ 
ists  had  been  always  oriented  by  com¬ 
mon  goals,  by  a  single  Marxist-Lenin- 
ist  methodology.  Loyalty  to  the  basic 
principles  of  Marxism-Leninism,  its- 
creative  development  on  the  basis  of 
profound  analysis  of  objective  proces¬ 
ses  going  on  in  society,  the  verifying 
of  conclusions  in  practice — this  is  the 
decisive  condition  for  implementing  the 
greatest  potentialities  of  the  world  re¬ 
volutionary  movement. 

The  work  of  the  Conference  testi¬ 
fies  to  the  importance  the  participants 
in  the  working  class  movement  attach 
to  the  international  exchange  of  expe¬ 
rience  in  determining  the  best  policy 
and  jointly  elaborating  theoretical 
problems. 

It  was  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
participants  from  foreign  countries 
highly  appraised  the  international  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  experience  acquired  by 
the  Soviet  people  and  the  Communist 
Party  of  the  Soviet  Union.  In  turn  Soviet 
Communists  thoroughly  study  and  be¬ 
nefit  from  the  experience  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  struggle  and  creative  effort 
of  other  nations  and  fraternal  Parties. 
We  highly  value  the  participation  in 
the  Conference  of  representatives  of 
the  national  liberation  movement.  The 
experience  gained  by  this  movement  is 
an  integral  part  of  the  international 
experience  of  revolutionary  struggle. 
Marxist-Leninist  theory  cannot  devel¬ 
op  without  this  experience  in  present- 
day  conditions.  We  consider  useful  any 
constructive  exchange  of  opinion 
among  representatives  of  all  trends  of 
thought,  coming  out  against  capitalism 
and  the  power  of  monopolies,  for  so¬ 
cial  progress. 

The  strength  of  Communists  lies  in 
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their  theory  which  gives  a  correct  ana¬ 
lysis  of  the  international  situation  and 
position  within  each  country,  and  pro¬ 
vides  the  solutions  for  all  questions 
posed  by  life.  And  these  theoretical 
concepts  of  scientific  communism  are 
in  the  interests  of  the  working  class 
and  the  working  people  as  a  whole. 
That  is  why  it  is  necessary  to  con¬ 
stantly  develop  our  theory,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  purity  of  Marxism-Leninism 
and  disseminate  it  among  the  masses. 

We  believe,  B.  N.  Ponomarev  poin¬ 
ted  out,  that  the  Conference  will  fur¬ 
ther  the  development  of  the  creative 
cooperation  of  Marxists,  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  progressive  social  thought 
of  various  countries  and  contribute  to 
the  determined  struggle  against  anti¬ 
communism. 

All  speakers  at  the  Conference  were 
deeply  concerned  with  strengthening 
the  unity  of  all  the  socialist,  democra¬ 
tic  and  anti-imperialist  forces,  with  ce¬ 
menting  the  international  working 
class  and  communist  movement.  It  is 
natural  that  many  participants  spoke 
of  the  urgent  need  to  hold  a  new  in¬ 


ternational  conference  of  Communist 
and  Workers’  Parties.  The  CPSU  shares 
this  opinion.  The  intensifying  anti¬ 
imperialist  struggle  demands  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  all  revolutionary  forces, 
both  on  a  national  and  international 
scale.  Experience  shows  that  the  firmer 
the  unity  of  the  international  commu¬ 
nist  movement,  the  more  successful  the 
struggle  of  all  liberation  forces  aga¬ 
inst  the  aggressive  policy  of  imperia¬ 
lism,  the  struggle  for  national  inde¬ 
pendence,  democracy  and  socialism,  for 
peace. 

B.  N.  Ponomarev  concluded  by  say¬ 
ing,  “Permit  me,  dear  comrades,  to 
wish  you,  and  the  Parties  and  move¬ 
ments  you  represent,  fresh  successes  in 
the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  express 
conviction  that  the  theoretical  elabo¬ 
ration  of  the  problems  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  working  class  movement  will 
develop  successfully,  illuminating  the 
road  for  all  sectors  of  the  working 
class  and  revolutionary  movements  to 
the  complete  victory  over  capitalism.” 

Thereupon  the  Conference  ended  its 
work. 


Pravda,  November  16,  1967 


THE  50th  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION  AND  MAO  TSE-TUNG  PROPAGANDA 


The  world  is  observing  a  remarkable 
jubilee.  Never  has  an  event  been  com¬ 
memorated  on  such  a  scale  anywhere 
as  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great 
October  Socialist  Revolution.  All  news¬ 
papers  and  radio  stations  are  com¬ 
menting  on  the  October  Revolution  and 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  nations  building 
socialism,  fighters  for  national  and  so¬ 
cial  emancipation,  for  peace  and  de¬ 
mocracy  regard  the  anniversary  of  the 
October  Revolution  as  their  own  great 
holiday.  Toilers  everywhere  are  paying 
tribute  to  the  Soviet  people  and  the 
Party  of  Lenin  which  is  leading  this 
country  to  communism,  the  most  equit¬ 
able  society.  The  progressive  world 
press  has  called  the  celebrations  a  ge¬ 
nuine  “hymn  to  labour,  progress,  sci¬ 
ence  and  peace.” 

Mao  Tse-tung  and  his  group  have 


marked  the  anniversary  in  their  own 
way.  On  the  eve  of  the  holiday  they 
stepped  up  anti-Soviet  hysteria  having 
made  it  the  substance  of  Chinese  pro¬ 
paganda.  And  during  the  holidays 
they  made  frenzied  attempts  to  bes¬ 
mirch  the  achievements  of  the  Soviet 
people  for  the  50  post-revolutionary 
years.  Ignoring  Soviet  successes,  the 
Peking  propagandists  are  fiercely  at¬ 
tacking  and  distorting  USSR’s  domes¬ 
tic  and  foreign  policy. 

The  fact  that  Maoist  anti-Soviet  pro¬ 
paganda  has  become  an  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  the  anti-communist  for¬ 
ces  testifies  to  its  moral  and  political 
degradation.  Maoist  writings  are  wil¬ 
lingly  reprinted  and  circulated  by  the 
United  States  Information  Agency  and 
the  most  reactionary  papers  in  West 
Germany  and  Japan.  The  present  Pe- 
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king  rulers  are  becoming  ideological 
allies  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  white- 
guard  cmigree  rabble  and  nationalist 
bandits  in  the  pay  of  imperialist  reac¬ 
tion. 

During  the  holidays  Jenmin  Jihpao, 
mouthpiece  of  the  Mao  Tse-tung  group, 
set  aside  no  less  than  a  whole  page 
for  anti-Soviet  concoctions.  The  So¬ 
viet  economic  policy,  the  Party  and 
Government’s  course  accelerating  the 
development  of  the  country’s  produc¬ 
tive  forces  and  stepping  up  consumer 
goods  production  and  construction  of 
houses,  schools,  hospitals,  cinemas  and 
clubs  was  labelled  “bourgeois  degene¬ 
ration”  and  “restoration  of  capitalism.” 
This  policy,  if  one  is  to  believe  the 
Maoists,  “has  plunged  the  Soviet  peo¬ 
ple  into  despair”  inasmuch  as  rising 
living  and  cultural  standards  “lead 
away  from  socialism.” 

The  “cultural  revolution”  is  known 
to  have  inflicted  serious  damage  on 
China’s  economy  and  further  deterio¬ 
rated  the  Chinese  people’s  living  stan¬ 
dards.  The  Mao  group  has  of  late  ef¬ 
fected  a  10  to  15  per  cent  cut  in  work¬ 
ers’  real  wages  and  a  substantial  re¬ 
duction  of  peasants’  incomes.  But  the 
incomes  of  the  capitalists  have  re¬ 
mained  intact,  for  there  still  exist  real 
capitalists  in  China,  those  who  draw 
profits  from  the  enterprises  they  owned 
prior  to  social  transformations  in  the 
country.  To  tell  the  Chinese  working 
people  the  truth  about  large-scale  mea¬ 
sures  to  raise  the  living  standards  of 
the  Soviet  people  would  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  be  tantamount  to  condem¬ 
ning  their  own  policy.  Therefore  Pek¬ 
ing  propaganda  totally  ignores  all  these 
measures,  including  the  decisions  of 
the  September  Plenum  of  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee  and  the  latest  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet,  which 
have  aroused  world-wide  comment. 

Mao  Tse-tung  and  his  yesmen  call 
on  the  peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  countries  to  follow  the  Chi¬ 
nese  example  claiming  that  “China’s 
today  is  the  world’s  morrow.”  As  a 
concrete  example  they  mention  the 
semi-military  settlements  of  the  Tachi- 
ang  oilfields  type,  where  workers  are 
made  to  live  like  soldiers  in  barracks 
and  substitute  reading  the  “great 
helmsman’s”  quotations  for  the  necessa¬ 
ry  material  benefits.  Likewise,  it  is  re¬ 
commended  that  peasants  follow  the 


example  of  the  Tachai  team,  to  till  the 
land  with  a  wooden  plough  and  hoe 
and  not  concern  themselves  with  im¬ 
proving  their  life. 

Peking  propaganda  is  viciously  at¬ 
tacking  Soviet  science,  education,  lite¬ 
rature  and  the  arts.  Leading  people  in 
Soviet  arts  and  sciences  arc  labelled 
“reactionaries”  and  “counter-revolutio¬ 
naries.” 

As  for  the  Soviet  educational  sys¬ 
tem,  it  is  denounced  by  the  Maoists  as 
“rubbish  circulated  by  bourgeois  pse¬ 
udo-scientists,”  whereas  “the  most  pre¬ 
cious  knowledge  is  contained  in  Mao’s 
ideas.” 

In  our  time  even  the  most  rabid  ene¬ 
mies  of  communism  are  forced  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  historic  achievements  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  developing  the  econo¬ 
my,  science  and  culture  and  raising 
people’s  living  standards.  But  the 
Maoists  are  afraid  to  let  their  people 
know  about  Soviet  successes  and  con¬ 
ceal  these  achievements  in  every  way 
possible. 

On  the  eve  of  the  November  cele¬ 
brations  the  whole  world  learned  the 
startling  news  of  the  launching  of  the 
Soviet  probe  to  Venus  and  the  auto¬ 
matic  link-up  of  space  satellites  Kos- 
mos-186  and  Kosmos-188.  These  new 
victories  of  Soviet  science  and  techno¬ 
logy  have  been  assessed  everywhere  as 
a  major  step  in  conquering  Nature  and 
a  milestone  in  humanity’s  progress.  The 
Peking  papers,  however,  did  not  publish 
a  word  about  these  events  or  the  other 
exploits  of  the  Soviet  people,  for  that 
matter. 

The  Maoists  prefer  to  keep  silent  in 
such  cases,  for  reasons  of  their  own. 
For  if  an  ordinary  Chinese  citizen 
learns  about  Soviet  victories  in  space 
conquest,  about  the  commissioning  of 
the  first  sections  of  the  Krasnoyarsk 
hydroelectric  station,  the  biggest  in  the 
world,  the  colossal  blast-furnace  in 
Krivoi  Rog,  or  this  year’s  bumper 
crops,  he  will  naturally  realize  that  he 
is  being  deceived  by  the  Peking  lea¬ 
ders,  that  the  Soviet  Union  is  not  “on 
the  brink  of  collapse,”  a  country 
where  “capitalism  is  being  restored” 
but  a  mighty  and  thriving  socialist 
power.  The  ordinary  Chinese  citizen 
may  recall  the  time  when  People’s 
China  marched  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  the  Soviet  Union  and,  relying  on 
its  brotherly  assistance,  achieved  con- 
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siderable  success  in  economic  and  cul¬ 
tural  development.  The  Mao  Tse-tung 
group  is  worried  that  Chinese  citizens 
will  realize  the  country  is  being  di¬ 
verted  from  the  road  that  accords  with 
its  national  interests. 

This  is  why  the  Chinese  press,  in¬ 
stead  of  authentic  information  about 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  socialist  countries  is  feeding 
its  readers  an  endless  stream  of  con¬ 
coctions  alleging  that  “on  the  eve  of 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  October 
Revolution  there  is  decline  and  des¬ 
pondency  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
birthplace  of  Lenin”  and  that  the  So¬ 
viet  people  are  looking  forward  to 
“hoisting  the  banner  of  Mao’s  ideas 
over  the  Kremlin.”  Moreover,  the  Pe¬ 
king  propaganda-makers  attribute  to 
anonymous  Soviet  persons  such  words 
as  “Mao  Tse-tung  is  the  brightest  sun 
in  the  heart  of  every  Soviet  citizen.” 

These  absurd  and  ineffective  fabri¬ 
cations  as  well  as  the  wild  stories 
about  the  allegedly  “overwhelming 
love”  of  other  nations  for  Mao  Tse- 
tung  have  but  one  aim,  to  bolster  the 
much  shattered  prestige  of  the  “great 
helmsman”  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese 
working  peoples. 

The  Peking  leaders  proved  power¬ 
less  to  belittle  the  significance  of  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution. 
They  could  think  of  nothing  better 
than  to  stage  “celebrations”  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  October  Revolu¬ 
tion...  under  anti-Soviet  slogans.  On 
November  6th  Peking  newspapers 
Jenmin  Jihpao  and  Tsefan  tsunpao 
and  the  magazine  Hungchi  published  an 
article  summing  up  the  anti-Soviet 
slander  and  abuse  which  had  of  late 
been  pouring  from  the  pages  of  the 
Chinese  press.  On  the  same  day  the 
Mao  Tse-tung  group  organized  a  fun¬ 
ction  in  the  building  of  Chinese  par¬ 
liament  calling  it  a  “meeting  to  mark 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Great  Oc¬ 
tober  Socialist  Revolution.” 

This  meeting  was  attended  by  hung- 
weipings  and  tsaofan  who  had  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  fulfilling  Mao’s 
order  to  crush  Party,  Komsomol,  trade 
union  and  other  organizations,  who 
tortured  Chinese  Communists,  led 
them  in  fool’s  caps  through  city  streets 
and  set  up  torture-chambers  for 
workers.  Chou  En-lai  along  with  Kang 
Sheng  and  Chiang  Ching,  Mao’s  wife, 


inspirers  and  organizers  of  the  outrages 
of  hungweipings  and  tsaofan  took 
their  seats  at  the  presidium  table. 

Lin  Piao,  Mao’s  closest  associate  and 
“successor,”  addressed  the  meeting.  He 
repeated  the  all  anti-Soviet  slanderous 
statements  which  the  Mao  group  had 
been  making  over  the  previous  years. 

The  more  noticeable  the  bancruptcy 
of  Mao’s  political  course  becomes,  the 
more  zealously  Peking  propaganda 
casts  aspersions  on  the  successes  of  the 
socialist  community,  and  slanders  and 
abuses  the  Soviet  Union.  But  it  cannot 
stifle  the  truth.  There  are  many  Com¬ 
munists  and  non-Party  people  in 
China  who  are  astute  enough  to  under¬ 
stand  the  real  state  of  affairs.  These 
days  letters  are  coming  from  China,, 
despite  numerous  obstacles  put  up  by 
the  Mao  group,  testifying  to  the  Chi¬ 
nese  people’s  love  and  respect  for  the 
country  of  the  October  Revolution. 
And  neither  lies  nor  violence  resorted 
to  by  Maoists  can  crush  these  feelings. 

“We  Chinese  Communists,”  says  a 
letter  from  members  of  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  in  Kuangchou,  whoser 
names  cannot  be  mentioned  for  ob¬ 
vious  reasons,  “are  overwhelmed  with 
joy  and  enthusiasm  and  are  sending 
our  sincere  greetings  and  best  wishes 
to  the  great  Communist  Party  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  Soviet  Government 
and  the  heroic  Soviet  people.  The  Oc¬ 
tober  Revolution  showed  the  proleta¬ 
riat,  all  working  people  and  oppressed 
nations  the  road  to  liberation.  The  So¬ 
viet  Union’s  experience  during  the  50 
years  of  its  existence,  its  enormous 
achievements  in  domestic  and  foreign 
policy  have  proved  the  correctness  of 
the  Party’s  application  of  Marxist-Le- 
ninist  theory.  This  is  an  example  for 
Communists  and  internationalists  to 
follow  for  it  has  merited  the  approval 
of  all  Communists  and  progressive- 

minded  people  and  instilled  revolu¬ 
tionary  spirit  in  working  people 

throughout  the  world... 

“The  military-bureaucratic,  dictato¬ 
rial  clique  of  Mao  Tse-tung  has  of 

late  made  its  appearance  in  the  great 
family  of  socialist  countries  due  to  im¬ 
perialist  schemes  and  pernicious  influ¬ 
ence  of  reactionary  bourgeois  nationa¬ 
lism.  This  group’s  actions  have  inflict¬ 
ed  great  damage  on  the  world  com¬ 
munist  movement.  The  great  ideals  of 
communism  have  been  distorted.” 
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Here  is  another  letter,  sent  in  from 
Shenyang:  “For  a  long  period  of  time, 
beginning  with  the  formation  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  China  and  up  to 
the  present,  the  CPSU,  the  Soviet  Go¬ 
vernment  and  the  entire  Soviet  people 
have  been  rendering  us  invaluable  as¬ 
sistance  in  our  Revolution  thereby 
showing  the  world  an  example  of  true 
internationalism.  We  Chinese  Commu¬ 
nists  fully  realize  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  Union 
there  would  not  have  been  socialist 
China." 

A  Chinese  scientist  congratulated 
the  Soviet  people  on  their  holiday  and 
emphasized:  “The  Soviet  Union,  the 
bulwark  of  world  communism  and 
friend  of  the  Chinese  people,  will  not, 
under  any  circumstances  be  obliterated 
from  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
Chinese  people  now  or  in  the  future. 
Today,  in  these  unbearable  conditions, 
the  Chinese  people  are  unable  to  ex¬ 
press  their  genuine  attitude  to  the  So¬ 
viet  friends  but  I  am  confident  that  the 
hearts  of  the  Chinese  people  will  al¬ 
ways  be  with  you. 

"The  great  Soviet  Union  has  inva¬ 
riably  supported  and  aided  the  Chinese 
people  in  their  struggle  for  liberation. 
The  Soviet  Union  has  made  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  contribution  to  socialist  con¬ 


struction  in  new  China.  No  one  will 
succeed  in  making  us  forget  this.  We 
know  this,  you  know  this,  the  peoples 
of  the  world  know  this...” 

“The  present  gloomy  period  in  Chi¬ 
na’s  history  is  at  variance  with  the 
thoughts  and  aspirations  of  the  Chinese 
people.  It  will  pass  soon.  We  are 
pinning  our  hopes  on  your  great  so¬ 
cialist  country.  We  do  not  believe  the 
malicious  propaganda  against  your 
country  spread  by  our  present  leader¬ 
ship.  The  more  slanderous  this  propa¬ 
ganda  the  less  we  believe  it.  We  are 
confident  that  the  day  will  come  when 
the  Chinese  people  will  unite  and  tear 
asunder  the  screen  of  the  present  blo¬ 
ckade  and  misinformation  and  see  for 
themselves  the  true  picture  of  the  So¬ 
viet  Union.  China  and  the  Soviet  Uni¬ 
on,  their  great  peoples,  and  Commun¬ 
ist  Parties  will  unite  as  before,  to 
fight  together  and  win.” 

Facts  again  confirm  the  truth  that 
you  can  fool  some  people  some  of  the 
time  but  you  can’t  fool  all  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  all  of  the  time.  The  future  of 
China  is  with  those  Communists  who 
are  loyal  to  Marxism-Leninism,  to  the 
people’s  interests,  to  socialism  and  the 
ideas  of  the  Great  October  Revolu¬ 
tion. 

Pravda,  October  30,  1967 


THE  OCTOBER  REVOLUTION  AND  OUR  EPOCH 


by  A.  YAKOVLEV,  D.  Sc.  (History) 


“The  Great  October  Revolution  and 
the  World  Revolutionary  Process”1  is 
the  title  of  a  work  by  a  team  of  So¬ 
viet  scientists,  prominent  personalities 
in  the  international  communist  and 
workers’  movement.  The  book  opens 
with  an  article  by  M.  A.  Suslov,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  CC 
CPSU.  Secretary  of  the  CC  CPSU. 
It  includes  contributions  by  comrades 


Waldeck  Rochet,  Tim  Buck,  Dolores 
Ibarruri,  Gus  Hall. 

The  book,  prepared  by  the  Institute 
of  the  International  Workers’  Move¬ 
ment,  considers  a  wide  range  of  prob¬ 
lems  associated  with  the  Socialist  Re¬ 
volution  in  this  country.  Of  these,  the 
following  three  problems  of  modern 
world  development  merit  particular 
consideration:  the  practice  of  socialist 


1  The  Great  October  Revolution  and  the  World  Revolutionary  Process, 
Political  Literature  Publishing  House.  M.,  1967. 
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construction,  its  dynamics,  laws  and 
prospects;  the  role  and  significance  of 
world  revolutionary  forces  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  stage  of  human  history;  the  strug¬ 
gle  between  proletarian  and  bourgeois 
ideologies  to  win  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

*  *  * 


The  epoch-making  importance  of  the 
October  Revolution,  M.  A.  Suslov 
points  out  in  his  article,  is  the  fact 
that  the  working  class  of  our  country 
was  the  first  to  chart  the  way  to  the 
victory  of  proletarian  revolution  for 
workingmen  the  world  over,  to  the 
construction  of  socialist  society.  It  was 
the  first  to  demonstrate  by  deeds  the 
superiority  of  socialism  over  capitalism. 
The  heroic  feat  of  the  Soviet  people 
who,  having  built  a  socialist  society, 
are  confidently  advancing  towards 
communism,  has  greatly  multiplied  the 
impact  of  Marxism-Leninism  on  world 
development. 

Grises  in  historical  development  have 
always  caused  countless  difficulties. 
Revolutions — the  locomotives  of  histo¬ 
ry — have  immeasurably  accelerated  its 
advancement,  led  to  swift  social  prog¬ 
ress  that  invariably  benefitted  the  pro¬ 
pertied  classes,  the  exploiters.  Transi¬ 
tion  from  capitalism  to  socialism 
proved  to  be  the  most  crucial  period  in 
world  history  which  gave  rise  to  an 
essentially  new  social  and  economic 
structure.  This  transition  was  brought 
about  by  the  objective  requirements 
of  historical  development  in  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
people. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  transition 
the  Party  must  be  well  equipped  with 
theoretical  insight  and  political  sob¬ 
riety,  perfect  organization,  and  forti¬ 
tude,  the  ability  to  cope  with  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  most  efficient  way. 

The  five  decades  of  our  Revolution 
have  graphically  demonstrated  the 
complexity  and  creative  effort  requi¬ 
red  to  remould  society  along  revolu¬ 
tionary  lines. 

The  founders  of  scientific  commu¬ 
nism  believed  it  was  an  important 
task  of  proletarian  revolution  to  elu¬ 
cidate  the  aims,  perspectives  and  me¬ 
thods  of  the  revolutionary  remaking 


of  society  and  the  building  of  a  new 
one. 

This  important  theoretical  and  po¬ 
litical  objective  of  scientific  commu¬ 
nism  was  comprehensively  solved  and 
advanced  in  the  course  of  the  October 
Revolution  and  in  the  years  of  socia¬ 
list  construction  in  the  USSR.  The 
Bolshevik  Party,  unlike  all  other  par¬ 
ties  of  the  past,  in  treating  facts  of 
life  and  historical  events,  “did  not  go. 
repeating  words  learned  by  heart  but 
attentively  studied  the  new  historical 
conditions,  pondered  over  the  question 
why  events  had  gone  that  way  and  not 
otherwise.  . (Lenin.  Coll.  Works.. 
Vol.  16,  p.  60) 

In  conformity  with  Marxist-Leninist 
methods,  on  the  strength  of  a  scienti¬ 
fic  analysis  of  facts,  the  book  shows 
that  socialist  construction  in  our  coun¬ 
try  contributed  substantially  to  sci¬ 
entific  concepts  regarding  the  nature 
and  the  essence  of  socialist  society,  re¬ 
vealing  its  complexity  as  a  social  or¬ 
ganism,  its  material  and  spiritual  va¬ 
lues,  its  specific  features  and  contra¬ 
dictions. 

Socialism,  as  a  dynamic  social  sys¬ 
tem,  has  its  own  problems,  which  are 
by  no  means  resolved  automatically. 
They  call  for  a  search  of  optimum  va¬ 
riants,  for  creative  energy  of  the  mas¬ 
ses,  conscious  control  of  social  proces¬ 
ses,  the  purposeful  nature  of  social 
transformations. 

Successes  in  communist  construction 
in  all  spheres  of  life  (material  prere¬ 
quisites  being  of  decisive  importance) 
are  largely  dependent  on  whether  or 
not  people  correctly  foresee  the  social 
results  of  their  activities.  That  is  why 
socialism  need  not  shroud  its  princip¬ 
les  in  mystery.  Its  ideology  is  basical¬ 
ly  realistic. 

On  the  strength  of  generalizations 
prompted  by  practical  experience  of 
socialist  construction,  and  scientific  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  path  traversed,  the 
results  and  perspectives,  the  authors 
point  out:  “Concepts  whereby  contra¬ 
dictions  under  socialism  disappear  or 
are  merely  ‘a  disease,’  ‘an  ailment,’  ‘a 
shortcoming’  are  at  variance  with  the 
basic  theses  of  Marxist-Leninist  theo¬ 
ry,  with  the  practice  of  socialist  cons¬ 
truction.  Marxism-Leninism  teaches  us 
not  to  close  our  eyes  to  the  real  con¬ 
tradictions  of  social  development.” 

It  is  much  to  the  authors’  credit 
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that  they  do  not  merely  adopt  this 
important  methodological  principle, 
but  apply  it  to  realities. 

The  realization  of  the  nature  of 
contradictions  in  the  development  of 
socialist  society  is  basic  to  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  pressing  problems,  hence  the 
importance  of  overcoming  one-sided 
interpretations  in  this  regard.  To  quote 
the  book  “it  would  be  wrong  to  con¬ 
sider  that  all  problems  arising  in  so¬ 
cialist  society  are  due  to  the  influence 
of  capitalism,”  to  view  contradictions 
solely  as  a  destructive  force,  ignoring 
their  creative  role,  to  forget  that  so¬ 
cial  ties  are  intimately  interwoven,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  find  “pure  pheno¬ 
mena”  either  in  society,  or  in  nature. 
A  truly  scientific  approach  combines 
regard  for  everything  borne  out  by 
practice  with  a  resolute  revision  of 
attitudes  and  methods  that  have  failed 
to  stand  the  test  of  life.  It  paves  the 
way  for  overcoming  all  obstacles  aris¬ 
ing  in  the  course  of  socialist  develop¬ 
ment,  makes  provisions  for  effective 
utilization  of  its  objective  advantages 
and  potentialities  for  Soviet  society’s 
successful  advance  to  communism. 

Our  Communist  Party  regards  the 
successes  and  gains  secured  as  a  firm 
foundation  for  effectively  coping  with 
new  tasks.  The  Party  correctly  esti¬ 
mates  the  realities  and  clearly  percei¬ 
ves  the  tasks  and  prospects  of  social 
development.  It  directs  its  efforts,  the 
initiative  and  energy  of  the  working 
class,  the  collective  farmers,  the  intel¬ 
ligentsia  towards  further  upsurge  of 
the  economy,  science,  culture  and  so¬ 
cial  well-being.  Herein  lies  the  Soviet 
Union’s  essential  contribution  to  the 
development  of  the  world  revolution¬ 
ary  process. 


The  Great  October  Socialist  Revolu¬ 
tion  sparked  off  basic  revolutionary 
transformations  in  the  world.  It  had 
an  unprecedented  impact  on  the  march 
of  events  throughout  the  world.  Com¬ 
rade  Gus  Hall  points  out  that  the  ra¬ 
pid  spread  of  socialism  after  the  Octo¬ 
ber  Revolution  constitutes  a  major  fea¬ 
ture  of  our  epoch. 

The  fundamental  change  in  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  world  forces,  the  emergence 
of  the  new  world  map  was  bound  to 


entail  new  essential  features  and  pecu¬ 
liarities  in  the  world  revolutionary 
process.  At  present,  socialist  re¬ 
volution  has  spread  far  and  wide 
engulfing  new  nations,  and  more¬ 
over,  finds  expression  in  a  rapid  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  socialist  countries’ 
economies,  in  engendering  and  deve¬ 
loping  new  social  relations,  in  mould¬ 
ing  the  new  man,  strengthening  the  so¬ 
cialist  countries’  defences. 

Communist  construction  in  the 
USSR,  the  attainments  in  socialist 
construction  of  other  countries  have 
become  significant  factors  in  the  world 
revolutionary  process;  they  promote 
the  class,  revolutionary  struggle  in  ca¬ 
pitalist  countries,  the  anti-colonialist 
liberation  movement.  Characterizing 
the  significance  of  the  October  Revo¬ 
lution  and  socialist  construction  in  the 
USSR  Comrade  Waldeck  Rochet  writes: 
“We  nowadays  can  advance  to  so¬ 
cialism  by  an  easier  path  than  Rus¬ 
sian  Communists  did,  in  the  different 
historical  conditions  precisely  because 
socialism  is  built  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  countries  which  considerab¬ 
ly  weakened  the  world  capitalist  sys¬ 
tem.” 

Socialist  and  communist  construc¬ 
tion  furnishes  invaluable  experience,  its 
historic  revolutionizing  importance  is 
virtually  worldwide.  It  promotes  orga¬ 
nizational,  ideological  and  political 
consolidation  of  the  working  class,  the 
toilers  of  all  countries. 

As  Tim  Buck  points  out,  the  total 
force  of  the  world  proletariat  is  nowa¬ 
days  nine  times  the  1917  figure.  Nu¬ 
merical  growth  of  the  international 
working  class  is  inseparable  from  the 
qualitative  changes  in  its  midst.  The 
October  Revolution  proved  a  most 
important  factor  which  served  to 
transform  the  working  class  into  the 
leading  revolutionary,  creative  force 
of  history. 

The  Great  October  Socialist  Revolu¬ 
tion  made  an  enormous  breach  in  the 
imperialist  system,  thereby  enabling 
the  subjugated  nations  to  embark  on 
the  road  of  free  development.  It  gave 
purpose  to  the  movement. 

The  anti-colonialist  struggle  waged 
by  the  peoples  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  bears  out  Lenin’s  pre¬ 
diction  that  in  the  final  count  the 
movement  of  the  majority  of  the  world 
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population  for  national  liberation 
turns  against  capitalism. 

Modern  capitalism  is  experiencing  a 
general  crisis  which  is  going  from  bad 
to  worse.  The  sphere  of  its  activities 
is  shrinking  like  shagreen  leather. 
Still,  it  retains  some  vitality  and 
strength.  It  is  backed  up  by  its  eco¬ 
nomic  and  military  force,  internatio¬ 
nal  connections,  the  vast  political  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  bourgeoisie,  its  resource¬ 
fulness,  its  ability  to  adapt  to  chang¬ 
ing  historical  situations.  It  is  necessary 
to  fight  imperialism.  Yet,  as  Lenin 
teaches  us,  we  must  know  how  to  do 
so. 

The  everlasting  significance  of  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  is 
its  rich  experience  of  class  struggle 
enabling  us  to  combine  principled,  con¬ 
sistent  policy  and  flexibility,  peaceful 
and  armed  forms  of  struggle,  scientific 
analysis  of  lengthy  stages  in  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  movement  and  a  precise  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  moment.  Leninist 
strategy  and  tactics,  brilliantly  applied 
during  the  October  Revolution,  re¬ 
quire  profound  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  class  struggle.  Embodying  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  world  revolutionary  mo¬ 
vement,  the  Leninist  approach  is  alien 
to  dogmatism,  to  ready-made  formulas. 
Dialectics  has  always  been  and  always 
will  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  Lenin¬ 
ism.  “Today  as  never  before,”  stresses 
Dolores  Ibarruri,  “we  would  err  if  we 
tried  to  force  life  into  a  theoretical 
pattern  instead  of  bringing  theory  in 
line  with  reality  in  each  country,  with 
the  specific  features  of  the  economy 
and  policy,  culture  and  nationality.” 

The  power  of  Marxism-Leninism  as 
a  scientific  theory  of  social  develop¬ 
ment  lies  in  the  organic  combination 
of  precise  knowledge  of  the  general 
principles  governing  socialist  remould¬ 
ing  of  the  world  with  an  accurate  ana¬ 
lysis  of  all  features  of  the  obtaining 
situation.  Negation  of  the  general 
principles,  whatever  its  source,  leads 
to  revisionism  in  theory,  waverings  in 
practice.  Disregard  for  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  a  historical  situation  breeds 
l;hick-headed  dogmatism,  leads  to  sec¬ 
tarianism,  degeneration  and  degrada¬ 


tion  of  the  revolutionary  movement. 

The  process  of  pulling  down  old 
social  orders,  establishing  and  develop¬ 
ing  the  socialist  system  of  necessity 
proceeds  in  different  ways  in  different 
countries.  But  the  essence  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  process,  its  chief  principles 
remain  the  same.  These  principles  are 
comprehensively  analyzed  in  the  book 
under  review. 

The  course  of  world  events  in  the 
past  few  years  bears  out  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  Marxist-Leninist  analysis 
of  the  modern  epoch  stipulated  in  the 
historic  documents  of  the  Moscow 
Meetings  of  the  representatives  of 
Communist  and  Workers’  Parties  (1957 
and  1960)  and  in  the  documents  of 
the  23d  Party  Congress,  the  Plenums 
of  the  CC  CPSIJ,  in  the  materials  and 
decisions  of  the  fraternal  Marxist-Le¬ 
ninist  Parties. 

The  question  of  internationalism  fi¬ 
gures  prominently  in  the  book.  The 
Communist  Parties  contrapose  to  chau¬ 
vinism  and  nationalism  loyalty  to 
the  principles  of  proletarian  interna¬ 
tionalism,  unity  of  revolutionary  for¬ 
ces  in  line  with  the  objective  essence 
and  aims  of  the  workers’  movement, 
the  building  of  socialism  and  commu¬ 
nism.  Those  who  seek  to  split  this 
unity  are  actually  accomplices  of  im¬ 
perialism.  The  anti-Leninist  policy  of 
Mao  Tse-tung,  the  policy  of  petty- 
bourgeois  adventurism  and  jingoistic 
chauvinism  greatly  harms  the  forces 
fighting  imperialism. 

Although  imperialists,  by  resorting 
to  coups  d’etat,  terror  and  aggression, 
managed  to  inflict  temporary  set-backs 
and  reverses  on  the  progressive  for¬ 
ces,  by  and  large  the  balance  of  for¬ 
ces  in  the  world  is  steadily  changing 
in  favour  of  socialism,  democracy,  na¬ 
tional  liberation  and  peace. 

50  years  ago  the  country  of  socia¬ 
lism  was  making  its  first  steps  in  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  conditions.  The  So¬ 
viet  people  paid  a  high  price  to  estab¬ 
lish  and  implement  the  principles  of 
the  new  world.  They  fulfilled  their 
historic  mission  by  creating  the  fulcrum 
whereby  the  course  of  history  turned 
towards  communism. 


Pravda,  October  30,  1967 
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